
Anecdote-telling lesson plan. 

Time: 60 minutes 

Level: Pre-Intermediate 

Main Aims: To provide extended oral fluency practice in anecdote-telling. 

To increase learners’ awareness of, and give practice in, some of 
the secondary skills of speaking fluently. For example, using 
intensifiers and fillers.  

To encourage students to listen to and interact with each other. 
e.g. ways of showing interest etc. (stages 1 & 5)

Subsidiary Aims: To provide listening comprehension practice. Specific detail. 

To transfer recently studied language such as ‘past simple’ and 
‘adjectives of feeling’ (‘fed up’, ‘embarrassed’ etc) into active 
language via a personalised situation.  

To raise awareness of phonological aspects of anecdote telling. 
Intonation to show interest, surprise etc.  



TIME PROCEDURE AIMS 

5 

10 

10-15

 15 

15-20

STAGE 1 EFL Lead-in Activity 
What is an anecdote? 
Tell students what they are going to be 
doing and why.   
Get students to tick ‘firsts’ they can 
remember. (check vocab)   
Brief feedback on how many and elicit 
how they felt on some of those 
occasions.  

STAGE 2 EFL Listening Activity 
Listen to the first sentence. What first 
was it? 
Predict what happened. 
Listen to whole anecdote without copy 
of anecdote. Questions: Where? 
When? Who? What? How did you feel? 
Hand out copy and read again so 
students can follow and start to notice 
the natural speech patterns. 

Stage 3 Analysis 
1 group underlines Past simple other 
identify adjectives. Swap. 
Notice anything about adjectives? 
(intensified) 
Listen to sentence-stress changes?  
Notice pauses? Listen to ‘erm’ etc.  
Feedback what makes a good 
anecdote? Funny, sad, interesting, 
relevant etc. 

Stage 4 Planning 
Students prepare their own anecdote 
using the grid provided. Dictionaries 
allowed.  

Stage 5 Production 
Students relate anecdote whilst others 
listen and interact where appropriate. 
feedback. How did you feel speaking? 
Did you use…? Did listeners help you? 

Ensure students are familiar with the basic idea and 
start to board a checklist of adjectives of 
feelings/emotions as well as basic simple past “It 
was” “I felt” “I didn’t like” etc  
Provide ideas for speaking activity if required and 
start students thinking about their personal past. 

Provide first listening and highlight components of 
anecdotes.  

Draw attention to relevant language.  
Raise awareness of intensifiers in spoken language. 
Show native strategies when pausing to think of 
what next. 

Enable students to approach the task with 
confidence. 

Allow students to express feelings in real situation. 
Raise awareness (further) of nature of 
communication. 



Materials 

1.  Which of these do you remember? Tick the appropriate boxes.

Your first day at school, university, or work 

The first time you travelled alone or went to a different country. 

Your first date 

The first time you met someone important in your life 

The first time you drove a car 

Your first English lesson 

Your first pet 

The first time you bought clothes for yourself. 

Your first Holy Communion 

Another important first 

2.  You are going to hear me talking about the first time I did something.
a)  Listen to the first part.

What is this person going to talk about?

The first time ___________________________ . 

b)  Listen in full and answer the following questions.

i) When/Where did it happen?
ii)  Who else was in the story?
iii) What happened?
iv) How did I feel?



The First Time I Taught English (TRANSCRIPT) 

Okay…well, I remember the first time I taught English…to Spanish people in Madrid. It was 
about...twenty-five years ago and it was only my second week in Spain, during my training 
course…so I didn’t speak Spanish at the time, well, I could say a few things like hello, 
goodbye, a beer but erm...I really was quite nervous, erm…anyway, before the class, I 
prepared everything really well, erm I started learning students names from the list, I made 
all the photocopies, wrote a really detailed lesson plan and felt quite relaxed, quite 
confident, so…you know I thought the class would...would be fine and then at about seven 
o‘clock the students started arriving, they sat down in their chairs and suddenly I got really, 
really nervous.  

I got so frightened standing in front of them that I…er didn’t know what to do. I think I gave 
a really bad lesson, and the students were lovely, but er, you could tell that they knew I was 
very new to this, and you, know, nervous. 

I wasn’t sure they had learnt very much! Anyway, at the end of the class I just couldn’t wait 
to get out and I was, you know, annoyed at myself at the way I had taught that and felt a bit 
fed up, I left the room feeling er very embarrassed and feeling really, really guilty because 
the students paid for the classes.  

In the feedback with our tutors the next morning I told them that I didn’t think I would make 
a good teacher, he said ‘look, just remember that they are interested in what you have to 
teach them, and they want to learn so don’t worry, just relax, it was your first time, the next 
time will be better.’ Anyway, the next time, I decided to just not worry and relax. I planned 
the class really well and this time I felt really, really comfortable. I was actually surprised 
because the class went really well, you, know, everyone seemed relaxed and in a good 
mood and erm I was really happy and here I am still a teacher. So it all turned out well and 
here I still am! teaching you today about how to tell anecdotes. 



Preparation Sheet 

The first time ____________________________ . 

Where/When did it happen? Who else was in the story? 

What happened? How did you feel? 

What vocabulary do I need? What verbs do I need? 

What can I do if I need to pause? When I am listening how can I show 

1. interest:

2. surprise:

3. I don’t understand:


