


“Getting lost in something 
I love while finding myself 
there, too! Sedona is such 

a magical place, I love 
taking people there or 

posting photos to inspire 
people to see such a 
beautiful place. I also 

appreciate Kiva for these 
warm socks."

- @alllliissoonnnn

“My dad, who’s a Vietnam 
vet, trimming flower at the 
farm for Kactus Kush CBD! 

Getting ready to make 
some medicine, our wife 

strain tests at 21%, indoor 
hydroponic hemp flower, 

best in AZ."
- KactusKushCBD.com

#cannabiscactus
cannabiscactus.com 3
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-Email to:
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Put your business on the map!
Cactus@cannabiscactus.com

muv dispensary
12620 N Cave Creek Rd Ste 1
Phoenix, AZ 85022
(602) 358-8771

Daily specials 
all month

justblaze smoke emporium
1001 E Camelback Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85014
(602) 252-4228

mention “the cannabis cactus”

15% off

Its All Goodz
933 E University Dr
Tempe, AZ 85281
(480) 921-7473

With Purchase*1 per person

Free Blunt Wrap
or 20% off Glass

HANA MEDS
2095 E Northern Ave
Kingman, AZ 86409
(928) 692-0000

1732 W Commerce Point Place
Green Valley, AZ 85614
(520) 289-8030

$7 grams
$22.50 Eighths

$150 Ounces

Nirvana Center
2 N 35th Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85009
(602) 730-3236

7 grams for $100 
on Lotus Shatter

Paraphernalia boutique
4234 W Dunlap Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85051
(623) 939-4787

$5 off purchase 
of $25 or more
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The Mint Dispensary
5210 S. Priest Dr
Tempe, AZ 85283
(928) 692-0000

first time patient at The Mint
Free Pipe + Free Lanyard

+ Choice of free gift
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Territory Dispensary
7200 W Chandler Blvd Ste 7
Chandler, AZ 85226
(480) 636-8032

first time patient at territory
bogo ¼ oz flower or 

1 gram Hi-Klas concentrate
5409 S Power Rd.
Mesa, AZ 85212
(480) 307-6880

Nature’s Medicines
2439 W McDowell Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85009
(480) 420-3145

$39 prepackaged ½ oz 
rotating flavors daily

16913 E. Enterprise Dr.
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
(480) 420-3135

AZ Natural Selections
7320 E Butherus Dr #100
Scottsdale, AZ 85260
(480) 575-1245

first time patient at AZNS
bogo ⅛ oz flower or 

bogo CCell Cart
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REGISTER TO VOTE: Get ready to vote on NOVEMBER 3RD to legalize cannabis 
in the great state of Arizona. We have well over 200,000 of the 275,000 required 
signatures to have the initiative added to the ballot. On the airplane back to 
Phoenix last month, passengers were reading our magazine and cheering for 
the vote on Nov 3rd. We passed out CBD gummies to passengers and the flight 
attendant blew bubbles in the aisle as we sang Bob Marley tunes. It was the 
craziest moment I have ever felt on a plane and it was the assurance I needed 
that we have secured the votes for cannabis. Please go out and vote though, we 
all have to do our part on November 3, 2020.

CHAMPS 2020: We had an awesome champs show in Las Vegas last month. 
We had a blast with our favorite glass artists like Brian Jacobson, Hicc Dogg, 
Natrix, Della Luna and our favorite brands Blazy Susan and EZJ. The highlight 
of the show was meeting Iron Mike Tyson and handing him a Cannabis Cactus 
Magazine. I brought Dabbing Granny to the front of the mobbing crowd to get a 
photo with him. Apparently Mike doesn’t hug anyone but that is not true. He was 
hugging the ladies but was not about to hug me. The champ has the iciest stare 
I have ever seen. Best eyelock ever. He has the stare of a great white shark or 
a T1000 Terminator. I can’t imagine what it must have been like to be 18 years 
old and realize that you can kick anyone’s butt in the room. That’s a hard fire to 
put out! I am thankful that Tyson works in our community to produce quality 
medicine. Look for our Tyson Ranch reviews next month after we smoke the 
joints his team sent us home with. Trent from EZJ sent Tyson home with some 
fat blunts of organic sun grown cannabis and Tyson loved the “Blazy Thusan” 
pink rolling papers.

SCIENCE: Check out our article on CRC techniques used to remedy concentrates 
for color. Be careful what you are smoking and alwaays be as educated as 
possible. This knowledge will help you find the best products in each dispensary 
without being confused by new item variants and terminology. Our new writer 
Arturo Delgado is doing a fantastic job keeping us updated on new faces in the 
AZ concentrate market.

COMMUNITY: Join us on April 25th for the 2nd Annual Cannabis Cactus Open 
Charity Golf Tournament. Last years winners are Mohave Cannabis and runner 
up Top Notch Arthur Phillip and his father. This is the most historic cannabis Golf 
event on the planet. Last year we had the long drive contest sponsored by Mohave 
Cannabis. We had the Hole in One contest for $10k prize by Mint Dispensary. We 
had massive prizes from Huxton and Timeless Vapes. Grow Sciences brought 
some serious joint power and we smoked out the entire course. Paraphernalia 
Boutique sponsored the Grip It and Rip It! Contest on hole 7 where players had 
to hit the bong before driving the ball.

Love,
Michael Cassini

Register a team at 
cannabiscactus.com/golf

Spectator 
Tickets 

Also 
Available!
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by Kelly Mahoney

When it’s time to start working on a new article for the next 
Cannabis Cactus issue, I always start with research, as I probably 
should. I had planned on writing my next piece with a focus on 
historical and entheogenic, or spiritual, uses of cannabis and 
the evolution of cannabis culture. While researching the culture 
in particular, I came across an article that, to be frank, made me 
a little angry. Frankness, I believe, is often necessary, but so is 
fairness, so to be fair, this was a commentary piece that I read 
and most of the articles I write are also commentary or opinion 
that I do my best to back up with facts. This article, however, got 
me so agitated that I abandoned my previous plan and decided to 
respond, in a way, to some of the points the author made in their 
piece. And don’t worry, I haven’t entirely abandoned my history 
piece, it’s just postponed while I get this off my chest. 

What got me so worked up in the first place was the author’s 
pining after an era of drugs gone by, so to speak. The article opens 
by seeming to poke fun at the abandonment of the terms “weed” 
and “pothead” in favor of cannabis and “cannasseurs”, which is 
honestly a term I’ve never heard before. You could call me a liar 
if I told you that I always said cannabis when I’m talking about 
cannabis; oftentimes weed is just easier. It’s been a part of my 
vocabulary much longer than cannabis has, and I probably still 
know some people who wouldn’t have any idea what I was talking 
about. Now, I know we’ve talked about terminology changes being 
a good step towards destigmatizing cannabis, so I won’t spend too 
much time on this point, but I’m also genuinely curious - have you 
ever referred to yourself or someone you know as a cannasseur? Is 
this a term that flew under my radar entirely? Or does it only exist 
for those that think cannabis consumption has turned pretentious?

This was just the very beginning of the article, the very first 
handful of words, and maybe I’m just in a mood this month, but 
I was already a little hot under the collar. The author then wants 
us to take a moment to remember the “sticky old days of weed 
consumption” and directs us to a scene from 1978’s Animal 
House. Animal House is not a movie I’ve seen (I know, I know, I’ve 
missed a lot of classic movies in all genres) but he does a good 
job of setting the tone of the particular scene he’s referencing. 
Curtains drawn and doors locked in a room full of incense smoke, 
the professor turns to his students with a “maniacal, devilish grin”. 
Maybe it’s just me, but I don’t think maniacal or devilish grinning 
are things that I’d enjoy associated with my smoke session. 

While I am critical of most of the points in this article, I’m also 
not trying to rain on anybody’s parade. Movies are made to be 
enjoyed, as far as I’m aware, and there’s nothing wrong enjoying a 
movie that exaggerates cannabis culture a little. Harold and Kumar 
was one of my favorite movies when I was a younger smoker, 
but I also knew that it was pretty unlikely that I would smoke and 
end up hallucinating my marriage to a pound of beautiful buds, as 
much as I may have wanted it. The problem for me is idealising 
the stereotypical stoner archetype as the end all, be all of cannabis 
consumers. Cheech and Chong will always be funny, in my 
opinion, but the shifting narrative in media is, also in my opinion, 
a good thing. It’s refreshing to see a joint in a TV show or movie 
being treated like a casual glass of wine or a necessary medical 
supplement and I think it’s important to balance the caricature 
with the reality.

The biggest problem I have with the author’s reminiscence is that 
they specifically mention that the scene evokes feeling of absurdity, 
illicitness and sleaze. That this scene they seem to remember so 
fondly as the “good ‘ole days of pot smoking” is unnerving and then 
goes on to say “and one day, you’ll miss it.” 

This article was published in a state where recreational cannabis 
use was about to become law and I can only speak from 
experience. We’ve covered most of it in my previous articles, but 
long story short, I grew up during prohibition in Arizona, worked 
in the medical cannabis industry when it became legal and now I 
live under prohibition again in a different state. I have never lived 
in a place where cannabis is recreationally legal but I have been 
in unnerving, sleazy and illicit situations in an attempt to obtain 
cannabis, both under prohibition in Arizona and where I live now. 

Recently, a QT opened up close to our house. Well lit, clean, well 
staffed and relatively safe, QT was my go to gas station when I 
lived in Phoenix, for those reasons. It’s why I go there now that one 
has opened here. While I have made some good friends and had 
some unrivaled experiences purchasing my cannabis illegally, if 
given the option to go to the QT equivalent of a dispensary, I’d take 
it in a heartbeat. The unnerving, sleazy element is not something I 
think I’ll ever miss.

Like I’ve said before, I can only speak from experience, and my 
experience with cannabis started in the early 2000’s. In my 
recollection, there were two kinds of cannabis I could find; really 
good and not very good. Vapes, concentrates, moon rocks and dabs 
were nonexistent, and if they did exist, I didn’t know about them. 
It was rare to be able to find someone who knew the difference 
between an indica and a sativa, especially if you were in the market 
for a specific strain. With that said, it’s easy for me to imagine that 
the drastic shift in the knowledge, range, availability, etc. could be 
a lot for someone who has been a cannabis consumer long before 
the push for decriminalization. The cannabis culture that they were 
used to is so starkly different in some cases that they might not 
even recognize it. 

What I believe the cannabis industry is doing now is a direct 
response to that shift in the culture. Cannabis has gone from a 
criminalized “drug” to a widely accepted medicinal plant with a wide 
range of consumers. The stigma that started in the 1930s was 
perpetuated by stereotypes in the media until recently. There are 
plenty of casual consumers that aren’t activists or “cannasseurs” 
but most of the people I know that are casual consumers also 
don’t want to be seen as criminals, deadbeats, or stereotypical 
“potheads”. The cannabis industry is striving to be taken seriously. 

Dispensaries are typically bright and well organized, and the author 
of the article and I share the opinion that they can look a little more 
like an Apple store than somewhere you would buy cannabis. Now 
imagine that you have to take a skeptic with you on a cannabis 
run. They don’t believe in the legitimacy of medical cannabis, or 
they disagree with it’s decriminalization because of stereotypes 
or stigmas that they still thoroughly believe. Would you rather 

take them to a friendly, clean space with a knowledgeable staff or 
somewhere that looks like your buddy’s psychedelic dorm room? 
Sure, there are those of us - including myself - who would have a 
blast at Buddy’s Psychedelic Dorm, but I’m not every cannabis 
consumer and some people prefer the streamlined functionality of 
an Apple store-like environment. It reinforces a sense of legitimacy 
and, in my opinion, helps erase the stigma of illicitness that some 
people really struggle with when coming to cannabis for the first 
time. 

The author of this article finds this new cannabis culture “deeply 
annoying and insufferable”, and longs for the “shambling warmth of 
the Big Lebowski”. To be fair, again, they do acknowledge that their 
annoyance isn’t necessarily the most justified, that arguing for the 
“classic stoner” isn’t the most popular idea in a $10 billion industry, 
and I can absolutely acknowledge the truth in that. Cannabis is no 
longer an underground counterculture, and that is likely to leave 
some people to feel left out of a quickly exploding industry. I have 
had the privilege of experiencing being on the edges of both the 
counterculture, as a semi stereotypical “stoner girl” in my early 
20s, and the newer, more mainstream culture as an administrator 
of a medical cooperative later on in my life. Who knows, if I hadn’t 
been so involved in the medical and business side of cannabis, I 
might have similar opinions to the author. What I do know is that 
I want cannabis laws reformed, and that stereotypical stoners in 
media can be detrimental to changing some people’s minds. 

While I think it may be appropriate to mourn the loss of the 
“refined archetype of the perpetually stoned and stumbling” (i.e. 
Jeff Spicoli) we should also welcome the representation of a new 
type of - alright, lets just go there - cannasseur.



As a patient shopping around at 
different local dispensaries, one 

thing I have been hearing a lot 
about this past year is CRC 
BHO. If you are a patient, 
more than likely you know 
what BHO is. For those who 
may not know, BHO stands 
for Butane Hash Oil. It is a 
potent form of cannabis 
concentrate that comes 
in various consistencies, 
including budder, shatter, 
wax and more. The name 
comes from the solvent 
used to extract the oils 
from cannabis - butane. 
An extractor in the form of 
a vacuum pump or oven, 
using pressure and/or 

heat, is used to separate the 
cannabis wax from the butane.

Now, CRC stands for Color 
Remediation Column, referring 

to the filtration method used in 
the BHO extraction process. Before 

CRC, extractors would run cannabis 
material through a closed loop or 

short path extraction system using 
only butane as the solvent and nothing 

else. With CRC, a different combination 
of absorbents is used to lighten the color. 
T5 clay, activated alumina and silica gel 
are compacted tightly in the filtration 
column for its final filtration, where its 
able to further extract impurities. This 
usually tends to make the concentrate 
a lighter color, making it harder to judge 
the quality. Some companies seem to do 

this as a method to improve their product, 
while others seem to do it to just have a 

different look, set themselves apart from the 
competition.

So is CRC safe? Well, from all that I have 
researched, it seems that most testing facilities 

are not testing for residual absorbents. The 

absorbents shouldn’t end up in the finished product 
if the proper filtration setup is used and they are 
all pharmaceutical grade. I personally have had 
some good and bad experiences with these new 
products. It seems to me that a lot of people just 
don’t really have the proper training or experience 
with this process. Some of the CRC products I 
have tried have either seemed to lack the profile 
of the strain, with there being no odor or flavor or 
they have had a slight chemical taste to them, like 
plastic. I dabbed a sundae driver crumble that I 
remember because of how horrible it was, tasted 
like a took a dab of chalk, very dry and unpleasant.

So, like with anything in life, there is good and 
there is bad. Fire in Fire out, meaning if your 
starting material is good and you execute the 
process correctly, the end result will also be good, 
and vice versa. Unfortunately it seems a lot of 
people use this process to rescue poor starting 
materials, taking a sub par material and making 
it seem adequate. This process may improve the 
look of a product, but hey, we all know white dog 
shit is still dog shit. At the end of the day, I choose 
to dab concentrates that are easier to judge and 
follow my nose. If it smells good, it probably tastes 
good. Terpenes are very important to the profile, 
not just THC percentage.

Cannabinoids and terpenes work together; 
terpenes can intensify or downplay the effects of 
the cannabinoids. Have you ever noticed how two 
similar strains can produce profoundly different 
effects? One may leave you with couch-lock and 
the other may energize you? That’s another aspect 
of the effects, which is driven by both cannabinoids 
and terpenes. So all in all, I would say CRC products 
are safe to consume, but at the end of the day, 
trust your senses, follow your nose. Looks can be 
deceiving, so light isn’t always right. If it smells 
good, the terps are there and that is what you want 
for your best dabbing experience. There are some 
great companies in AZ who definitely are doing the 
process correctly such as Potent Planet, Hi-Klas, 
and Boosted Extracts. I recommend starting with 
these brands if you’re curious to try some of these 
new CRC products.

What is CRC?What is CRC?
Color Remediation ColumnColor Remediation Column

by Arturo Delgado
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Very few people understand what it is to be dope sick, even fewer 
people care to understand what it means to be an addict, and what 
exactly is out in the world right now. Fake pills, synthetic drugs, and 
analogues of popular drugs that can result in overdose, all brought 
to you by people who don’t really care if you live or die. It is a 
product and you a potential consumer, so have some empathy if 
living in, or with somebody who has an opiate issue. To give years 
of your life and everything you have, possibly even a few times, 
that is the fear of anyone taking any drug, be it prescribed, street, 
or natural. Our generation knows a sickness as the rise of fentanyl 
in the form of fake Percocet pills being smoked on aluminum foil; 
resulting in overdose and death. Over fifty thousand were busted 
at Arizona Mills Mall just recently making news headlines. I cannot 
offer solace to those locked into a habit or fighting it, but to those 
willing to take that step, cannabis can help your withdrawals.

Opioid withdrawals can be short intense bursts that flush through 
every few hours for a few days, or it can be about a week of steady 
symptoms felt in a variety of ways while you kick the habit. These 
symptoms include nausea, diarrhea, constipation, body aches, 
fever, sweating, chills, insomnia, and fatigue. It is basically a gauntlet 
of the absolute worst feelings that you have to get passed before 
you start again at normal. Drinking water and staying hydrated 
along with bed rest will be advised. A warm home with some thin 
blankets is ideal for recovery. Cannabis can come into influence in 
many ways to deal with symptoms and make the environment in 
which you find yourself more comfortable. My first and foremost 
advice is to identify the reason you feel the need to use or abuse 
opiates, try to be at peace with it, and if or when there are healthy 
alternatives to pain management, pursue those. As a chronic pain 
user, and opioid user for many years, it isn’t easy to walk away, 
especially if it is back into daily pain, but cannabis can help.

My first time fighting withdrawals, I found that cannabis flower 
was always a help with most of the issues I faced while sick. A 
blanket to my symptoms, I could often smoke a joint, or several 
to help cope with what I am dealing with. The feeling of reversed 
or dual sensations of hot and cold, your whole perception of the 
environment will be a challenge. I will often stay in my pajamas 
and a hoodie with at least a quarter oz. of flower (a heavy indica, 
like a few packs of OG Kush by Dutchie) nearby, find a warm 
space, and spark up until I am ready to rest. Drinking water and 
having a blanket nearby is also recommended as hot and cold 
changes will begin in waves against you. I also find the fatigue, 
and reintroduction to your mind will come easier with the use of 
flower, forgiving yourself is priority one. A person will slowly regain 
their memories, so as you regain your mental wellbeing, it can help 
to stay positive to keep fighting by hitting the bong for a sesh or 
more. The desire to dab in the beginning is low, as it is mostly bed 
rest and starting your road to recovery. You then need to prepare 
for the far more intense physical ramifications.
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by Adrian Ryan

Crisis of Opiates
   Fighting Withdrawal

Stage 1 - Within 12 hours of last use

Sy
m

pt
om

s Tiredness
Constipation
Body Aches
Anxiety 
Stress

Ad
vic

e Have some indica flower pre rolls available and nearby
Drink lots of water, infuse with lemon if you like
Set up a warm environment with a thin blanket, have extras
Stay away from bright lights, loud noises, or hard surfaces

Stage 2 - Lasting 2-4 days

Sy
m

pt
om

s

Nausea
Cramping
Diarrhea
Vomiting
Fever + Chills
Cold Sweats

Ad
vic

e Use potent edibles in addition to indica flower
Lay on left side to aid digestion
Drink lots of water, in small doses

Stage 3 - Lasting an additional 3-5 days

Sy
m

pt
om

s

Insomnia
Fatigue
Mental Stress

Ad
vic

e Add full spectrum concentrates (sativa) to edible / flower
Stay positive, you’re almost there

The stomach issues when coming off of any opiate can be intense, 
but fentanyl is another beast. Vomiting of yellow bile (aluminum/
additives) being flushed from your system, and the inability to keep 
any food or water down becomes constant. This will normally begin 
when coming off on the first day or longer, and it will last until your 
body has cleared its system. I found that I was so fatigued that I 
couldn’t smoke, so I thought to alleviate my stomach issues and 
compensate for not being physically able to smoke, I would turn 
to edibles. My stomach wouldn’t hold down everything, so I’d drink 
some water and get hydrated, eat a meal as a test. I would then 
sit up to start digestion, followed by eating a steady 1500mg in 
edibles and my stomach would grab on. Being able to know I can 
hold it down. I would then relax staying warm or take a nap, laying 
on my left side to aid in digestion. I was often able to find relief 
from almost all symptoms when eating super high 1000mg+ dose 
of any edible (Highern Chef 1100mg Chocolate Bar makes this 
easier) to alleviate the major digestive issues which are closing in 
on being finished when my old familiar aches start to come back.

The body begins to lock up at the end, and the final stretch of hot/
cold temperature perception is at its worst. I also find that this is 
when it is hardest to sleep, as your mind returns to you with all 
of your memory, as well as the last pains of withdrawals. Being 
that I can’t sleep and my mood is at its worst, I will often turn to 
dabs at this point along with my entire edible/flower regiment. 
I will balance the pain relief and heaviness of the indica flower, 
with a sativa concentrate. A terpene heavy sauce (Golden Ticket 
Live Resin from Aeriz) is a must, as I will get my terpene intake 
up while finding motivation again with its sativa heavy energy. A 
heater nearby and a few good nights of sleep will work wonders, as 
well as a good ol’ Mary Jane. I can’t advocate it enough, this plant 
has helped me to face some of my most challenging days, only 
to win. Ultimately, it is a choice to use any drug, but not healing 
unknown trauma might cause you to derail while taking opiates. 
Until you heal, addiction is a constant threat. I hope your fight is 
swift and painless, so that you may heal whatever deeper wound is 
holding you back, resources are available and stay vigilant.
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by: Michael Cassini

@MyRSOJourney

#CannabisCactus
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I met my favorite MMJ patient, Kevin 
Vontesmar, at the Joy Bus Diner for 
breakfast one morning recently. My buddy 
Dante Gue has been telling me about Kevin 
for months and wanting us to meet. Kevin 
was diagnosed just over a year ago with 
a rare form of cancer called High Grade 
Chondrosarcoma. Kevin is diagnosed with 
stage 3/3 which is the most advanced 
form. Some cancers have 3 stages and 
some have four stages but his is known as 
one of the most aggressive cancers.
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Initially, Kevin was sponsored with a 60 day trial of Rick Simpson from Cresco labs in 
October of 2019. His cancer is very aggressive and this sixty gram regimen was just enough 
to get his body primed for further treatment. His cancer was continuing to grow and he 
finished the 60 gram treatment in 75 days. After the initial RSO dose, Kevin began to seek 
a discounted price for his cannabis medicine. Just 2 grams a day would cost at least $50 
anywhere on the market. He did not expect another donation from Cresco Labs but just 
wanted the best possible price so he could supply himself because he needs it in 
bulk and cannot afford the $30-$50 a gram for quality medicine. 

This is where Debbie’s Dispensary and Mohave Cannabis stepped in 
and Debbie said, “I got you covered from now until forever.” That 
means if Kevin lives another six months or fifty years that 
his cannabis medicine will be 100% covered by Debbie’s 
Dispensary and Mohave Cannabis Co. 

Kevin currently takes two grams of RSO per day 
and is having far more positive days than before. 
He still puts on a brave face as he goes through 
these changes so don’t let his positivity fool you. 
His body is suffering and the cancer treatments 
have changed his eating habits and taste buds. 
It’s hard to get the nutrition his body needs 
on days when he feels terrible and can’t even 
walk. Rick Simpson Oil has made it possible for 
him to eat regularly and to maintain energy 
during the day. The flower and dabs that he 
consumes brings his smile and appetite 
back. He doesn’t expend nearly as much 
energy fighting the pain as before, 
which is so important for recovery 
and quality of life.

Kevin is scanned every three 
months for evaluations of his 
tumors. He currently has nodes in 
his lungs measuring 4mm. This is 
a significant tumor but the good 
news is that it has not grown 
or spread at all since his last 
evaluation. His report is STABLE 
and we are speaking more good 
news into his life for the next.

Kevin
Vontesmar
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Mohave has three growing operations between Arizona and California. 
They have grown like any family business - one step at a time. The first 
facility paid for the second facility called Boundary Cone in Bullhead 
City and then the third facility in Needles, California. The flower was 
originally sold in their Mohave Green and Debbie’s Dispensary. Now, 
this facility produces about 60-80 pounds of cannabis each week and 
most of it is shipped up and sold at dispensaries in the Phoenix area. 

They have about 30 full time employees at the Boundary Cone location 
that are divided into ever growing departments. The floor manager 
Curtis has been here since day one and continues to expand with the 
company. When we arrived during the week of Christmas they had the 
entire facility decorated for the Holidays. The trim room was Santa’s 
workshop with workers dressed as elves while hand trimming pounds 
of Vanilla Frost. The front lobby had pre roll joints hanging from the 
ceiling and a fully decorated tree surrounded by wrapping paper and 
bows and even a full train set choo chooing around the track. This was 
for their annual contest where each facility competes to be the best 
decorated during the Holidays.

The amount of time put into these decorations shows the dedication 
that goes into growing your cannabis medicine. Mohave cannabis 
works for you, they work for medical patients and the tired moms who 
need pain relief. Decorating the office shows how much they care about 
each other and how much pride they have in their work. This is the 
exact environment where you want your cannabis flower to come from.

Welcome 
to Mohave 

Cannabis Co.
“Established Before it Was Legal”

Toney Buatti @eatumupphoto
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Mohave Cannabis CEO, Curtis Devine, met us at a cozy diner 
packed with people eating chicken fried steak with potatoes, grits 
and gravy. Seven chicken fried steaks later, his team and I were 
all laughing about how they met in high school baseball tryouts 
and now they manage three facilities with 60,000 sq. ft. of indoor 
cultivation and over 150 employees.

How did you get started in the cannabis industry?
Curtis Devine: Allegedly, I met some guys in San Diego and we...I’m 
joking. I started in the “Legal Marijuana” industry here in Arizona 
when it first began in 2012. I applied for a license and got it. Mohave 
Green was our first dispensary and license in 2012. We started 
with the Courtney Place site and we started with about 1,200 sq.ft. 
We grew that to the 60,000 sq. ft. of indoor cultivation we have 
today. It’s been a wild ride in seven years.

Tell us about Mohave Reserve and news for 2020?
Mitchell Gleason: We just started a new testing program for 
genetics. We are only going to run varieties for so long. We are 
not going to run stuff for years and years. We have a couple Kush 
Cake and Kush Mint phenos with amazing results. The Skittle Mints 
pheno we found has terpene percentages off the charts, higher 
than we have ever seen. It’s a good experience when you smoke 
it. I don’t like anything that is heavy headed or puts you on the 
couch. We have some MOD Grapes that has been looking really 
good with great terpene and THC numbers.

What is your background in?
Curtis Devine: We’re hustlers. Some people say entrepreneurs, 
but we just love to make things work. You can’t teach motivation.

What is your favorite strain that you grow? 
Mitchell Gleason: For me it’s not the highest THC numbers. It’s how 
I feel and the experience afterwards. I don’t need any help sleeping 
or sitting around. I look for something that gets you off the couch 
and cruising around. I still like the Valley OG and the Kush strains 
we have right now. The Cream Pie Kush is really solid right now. 

Did you guys grow up together?
Mitchell Gleason: I had just moved here and we had Senior League 
Baseball tryouts. Curt was already on the team so the coach sent 
him down to pick the new guys. I tried out and he picked me and 
that was the beginning of our friendship. I still can’t believe the 
coach just sent him to pick the rest of the kids for the team.

Curtis Devine: This all started with our core group of friends 
and family. Everyone who works here has a family connection or 
childhood connection. Now we have over 150 employees and I still 
get to hang with my brothers and see these guys regularly. I don’t 
get to see all the employees regularly but to continue growing this 
company with my brothers is invaluable.

Where can people find Mohave in the Phoenix area?
Mitchell Gleason: We are currently supplying Territory Chandler, 
Territory Mesa, Uncle Herbs, Sticky Saguaro, Prime Leaf, Earth’s 
Healing, MUV, Nirvana and many more.

“Wes has taught me everything 
I know about the plant, from 

conception to harvest.”
-Kim Hernandez, Director of Operations.

#cannabiscactus
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When did you sell your first legal pounds?
Mitchell Gleason: It was in 2013. We brought about 10lbs. Down 
with us and drove through every dispensary in the Phoenix area 
until someone bought some weed. Harvest bought some and 
Green Halo in Tucson bought some. Curtis can sell ice to eskimos, 
so that part was easy.

What was it like when you started the grow?
Wes Brodbeck: We were getting the first patient cards and caregiver 
cards and we were growing in a luxury gated neighborhood. We 
were so paranoid, just waiting for the cops to come kick the doors 
down. Medical Marijuana was brand new legal. I would come in the 
morning to tend the plants and the whole residential block would 
stink. I would drive in and go all the way down the street and all 
the way back before I park to make sure there were no suspicious 
vehicles or activity.

Imagine going from being a restaurant manager to being in charge 
of all these plants in a garage. It was a shock for all of us to be doing 
it legally. We would work in the dark and trim in the dark because 
we literally thought a raid could happen at any minute. Then we 
would smoke and be sure the feds will be here any minute, “Oh no, 
the Feds are coming. The feds are definitely coming!”

The first year we didn’t know what was going to happen. We didn’t 
know if the feds were going to bust the doors down or how the 
local authorities would react. It was so weird and now we don’t 
even think twice about it now.

“Our quality control 
comes down from 
the top. If I’m not 
smoking it then I 
don’t want you to 

either.”
-Mitchell Gleason, 
Director Of Cultivation AZ

Toney Buatti @eatumupphoto
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The Mohave Cannabis operation is all about family and 
extending a loving hand throughout the community. One year 
ago, Mitchell Gleason called me and he said, “I saw you guys at 
the Errl Cup and I don’t know what you’re doing down there but 
we see you supporting the MMJ community and we want in!”

We decided to host a pro am golf event called the Cannabis 
Cactus Open. Tyler Christensen called me from California and 
said we want in and we are coming to win the Cannabis Cactus 
Open! I was thinking okay dude, just bring some good weed 
with you! These classy degens show up the day before with an 
SUV full of Mohave swag like frisbees, water guns, t shirts and 
then jars of the finest cannabis I had seen in Arizona at the time. 
They went out the next morning and won the golf tournament 
as advertised and flew the trophy home on a private plane. 
That’s how our partnership was born!

Mohave Cannabis has been a cornerstone of our publication 
and throughout the MMJ community. Mohave Cannabis is a 
proud sponsor of Cannabis Cactus Magazine because they 
support cannabis education and advocacy in the community. 
They made it clear to me that they buy advertising primarily to 
support our community. Selling weed is secondary.

Mitchell Gleason: It’s more than a paycheck for all of us, trust 
me on that. It’s become part of our lives. The paycheck is 
why we are here to take care of our family but we want to be 
great! WE want this thing [legalization] to really happen and we 
want to be part of it. What really keeps us here till 7pm and on 
weekends on call is that we want to be great!

Kim: I would rather have a bad day here than a good day 
anywhere else! We are family like brothers and sisters and we 
fight with each other and for each other.

Producers in our state like Mohave Cannabis are independently 
owned brands competing against a flood of corporate money 
and yet they still put patients first. They put their city first. 
They put their state first and they consider each of you family. 
Thank you to the entire Mohave Cannabis Co. family and a 
very special thank you to Randy, Mitchell, Ammie, Curtis, Wes, 
Jay, Kim, Cody and Tyler for working so closely with us in the 
community. These folks are pure class from seed to sale.

“If you are the smartest person in the 
room, you might be in the wrong room.”

-Kim Hernandez
Director of Operations

Community 
Action
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Spring break is the time of year when we dust off our flip flops 
and forget about our daily responsibilities for awhile. For many, 
spring break is a week of parties, drinking, and showing off your 
best neon tank tops (Siri, play “Party Rock” by LMFAO). Those of 
us who enjoy partaking in the herbal variety might want to steer 
clear of the “traditional” spring break festivities and instead spend 
our time off in a more chill environment.

Arizona is a unique state that offers different landscapes as you 
drive. From the Tucson desert to the Flagstaff forest, you can 
change your environment by taking a two-hour road trip in any 
direction and feel like you’re in a different state altogether. Whether 
you’re looking for an outdoorsy trek, a haunted adventure, or a 
unique foodie experience, Arizona has it all.

The Stoner’s Guide
  to Spring Break in Arizona

Written by Erinn Holman

If you’re looking to get out of town, but not too far out of town, Lake 
Pleasant is a desert oasis that offers beautiful views, wildlife, and 
water activities. Located off North Castle Hot Springs Rd., less than 
an hour’s drive from Phoenix, you’re just a short road trip away 
from a stoner paradise. Lake Pleasant’s affordable campgrounds 
are perfect for spring breakers. If you’re feeling adventurous, jet 
skis and boats are available to rent at the marina, just a short drive 
to the other side of the lake. Keep in mind that water laws are 
exactly like road laws, so never drink alcohol or smoke cannabis 
before you drive, jet ski, or operate any heavy machinery.

When you visit Lake Pleasant, don’t forget to pack non-breakable 
smoking gear! HippieButler.com offers a 10-inch silicone water 
pipe made by PieceMaker Pipes, called “The Kommuter”, that is 
a durable and discreet alternative to your favorite glass bong that 
looks like a reusable travel tumbler. So, bring a tent, a few of your 
favorite cannabis strains, and your swimsuit to Lake Pleasant for 
a fun spring break that will have you leaving with memories that 
will last a lifetime.

Lake Pleasant

As the Valley of the Sun heats up, many are looking for cooler 
climates to beat the heat. Perfect for a day trip or a long weekend, 
Sedona is a must-see destination for anyone who is looking to get 
out of Phoenix and try something new. Known for its breathtaking 
views of red rocks, energy vortexes, and local restaurants, Sedona 
is a hippie town unlike anywhere else.

Take a drive a few miles away from the metaphysical boutiques and 
you’ll find yourself at one of Sedona’s vortexes, or “energy centers”, 
which are popular spots for those who are looking for a peaceful 
place to meditate and raise their consciousness. Many say that 
after a trip to a vortex, they leave feeling energetically refreshed 
and centered, so hey, it’s worth a shot! If you’re interested in visiting 
a vortex, it might be a good idea to stop by a dispensary to pick 

up a few pre-rolls or a cartridge before your trip to enlightenment. 
Stop by Bloom Sedona, a dispensary that’s located at 465 Jordan 
Rd., Sedona, AZ, and offers deals for new patients!

After your day of hiking and smoking, the munchies might have 
set in and you’ll probably be in the mood for some good food. If 
you’re looking for a locally owned place to eat with beautiful views, 
check out the Hideaway House, located at 231 AZ-179, Sedona, 
AZ. Ask for a table on their patio and you’ll find yourself in awe of 
the trees and rock formations that surround you as you sip on a 
cocktail and try one of their many delicious “country Italian” menu 
options. If you save some room for dessert, try out the Almond 
Joya Oh Boya, a gluten-free treat that’s reminiscent of the best 
coconut and almond candy bar around.

Sedona

A little college town with a big personality, Flagstaff 
has become a safe haven for the free-thinking, pot-
smoking, artsy types. Best known for its mountainous 
views and ponderosa pines, Flagstaff is surrounded by 
the Coconino National Forest and is a great place to 
reconnect with Mother Nature and have some good old 
fashioned stoner fun while doing it.

At the end of West Mars Hill Rd., just a 10-minute 
drive away from downtown Flagstaff, you’ll find Lowell 
Observatory, established in 1894, best known for being 
where Pluto was discovered! (R.I.P. Pluto, you’re still a 
real planet to me). The Lowell Observatory has gorgeous 
views, lectures on astronomy, and you can even take a 

look deep into the Universe by trying out one of their 
telescopes for yourself! Pack your favorite cartridge 
to smoke before you head inside to ensure maximum 
mind-blowing potential as you experience the cosmos 
unlike ever before.

While Flagstaff has many great campgrounds, it is also 
home to the historic Hotel Monte Vista, which was built 
in 1926 and known for its many ghost sightings. While 
you’re there, keep an eye out for the barstools that move 
on their own, or the transparent couple sometimes seen 
dancing in the Cocktail Lounge. This hotel is the perfect 
place to flex your amateur ghost-hunting muscles for 
those of you who are looking for a spooky encounter.

Flagstaff

Spring break is the perfect time to check out a new part of your 
state and take a road trip to greener pastures. Lucky for us, 
Arizona has many road trip destinations that are beautiful, not too 
far from the Valley, and are budget-friendly. Make sure to pack your 
smoking kit accordingly and remember that it’s not safe or smart 
to travel with glass pipes, especially if they’ve been used. Leave 
your glass pipe at home and pick up a RAW Nomad Bundle from 
RollingPaperDepot.com that has everything a traveling stoner will 
need on their next road trip adventure.

If you use any of these travel tips this spring break, don’t forget to 
tag @CannabisCactus on Instagram and use #StonerSpringBreak 
so we can see your pictures!

Conclusion

Erinn Holman is a millennial writer who is passionate about alternative medicine, 
the cannabis industry, and the Oxford Comma. Follow her on IG @itscannabliss. #cannabiscactus
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It wasn’t until I became a canna-mom and an advocate that I 
realized how hard it is for mothers to come out of the canna-closet. 
Since starting this journey, I have spoken with many women who 
have expressed they would like to stop hiding and be more open 
about their cannabis use but aren’t sure how or where to start. Let 
me give you some tips, to begin with. Think about why you use 
cannabis and what it does for you. Educate yourself so you can be 
ready for open conversations and most importantly find support in 
like-minded women. You will find a new sense of confidence giving 
you the freedom of being a canna-mom.

Put some thought into why you choose cannabis and how it 
makes you feel. The majority of women I have spoken to say 
they consume to alleviate side effects of their mental health, for 
example, anxiety, insomnia and loss of appetite because it’s better 
than taking pills with horrible side effects. Some moms live with 
chronic pain and the only way they can be there for their family is 
to medicate with cannabis, other parents might prefer to indulge in 
cannabis as opposed to alcohol on the weekends because, let’s be 
real, when you’re a parent there is no time for hangovers. Whether 
your reasons are medicinal or recreational, both are acceptable. It 
is important to know why you’re pro-cannabis so when your peers 
bring it up, you aren’t caught wondering to yourself and these 
open conversations won’t be so awkward.

Knowledge is power! Get to know what the flower is composed 
of, its benefits and all that can be produced from it. There are 
more than 120 cannabinoids in this plant but you can start with 
CBD and THC. CBD is commonly used for nausea, migraines, 
seizures and anxiety and THC provides that psychoactive effect. 
Methods of consumption are important to know too; if you smoke, 
effects happen within minutes but if you consume orally, a pill, 
a tincture or an edible, it could take up to hours for it to kick in 
but the effects will last longer. You don’t have to be a smoker to 
support cannabis, you could be treating your eczema with lotions 
or joint inflammation with tinctures or  simply just enjoy cooking 

and making drinks. The more canna-moms you meet, the more 
you learn and realize everyone has different recipes and ways to 
incorporate cannabis into their day to day life.

Canna-moms are no different than the mothers you see at the 
grocery store, the playground or at Target, so it might be a little 
difficult to pinpoint which moms enjoy blunts and dabs. A good 
place to start is social media. Look up hashtags like #cannamoms, 
#cannamomma and #cbdmom, etc. Browse through different 
profiles and start following other moms with profiles that pique 
your interest. A few of my favorite down to earth moms to follow 
are @TheMommyJane, @BluntBlowinMama, and @Medicatedd.
Mamaa. Check them out and see how they incorporate cannabis 
into their everyday life. @CannaMomGang is a whole community 
of women connecting you with moms alike. My favorite group is 
on Facebook called Mothers Mary Community, their mission is to 
empower moms to live and use cannabis guilt-free. I know, I roll 
my eyes whenever I hear of a Facebook mom group, but trust me 
on this one, it’s a safe space for all moms. There is absolutely no 
judgment or hate and they provide a program called “Guilt-Free 
Momber Challenge.” They provide you with information on must-
know topics, tips on how to change your vocabulary around the 
plant, supporting documents that comprise links to studies and 
5 videos that each support a new topic. The mission when done 
with the program is to leave you feeling empowered, educated and 
confident.

Knowing that you aren’t the only one and being supported by 
women with the same struggles gives you a whole other sense of 
self-worth. When you are aware of your reasons, educated on what 
you’re doing and have a canna-tribe that has your back you will 
find the confidence in yourself to be more open. You will care less 
of what others think and find yourself educating anyone interested. 
Who knows you might even help another mom find her confidence 
to step out of the canna-closet? From one canna-mom to another 
welcome to the movement of ending the stigma.

Canna-Mom 
Come Out?

by Sabrina Rebolledo
@wholetmebeamom



This is the final installment in the three-part series discussing how 
to avoid getting hemmed up in a marijuana DUI charge. Part 1 
of this series provided a general overview of Arizona’s DUI law 
as it pertains to cannabis and some basic tips on how to avoid 
triggering a DUI investigation during a traffic stop. Last month in 
Part 2, I went into more detail about how to finesse a traffic stop 
where the cop suspects impairment from cannabis because of 
odor or some other obvious indication of cannabis use. In this final 
Part 3 of the series, I am going to talk about the ins and outs of 
handling THC DUI charges.

If the driver does end up getting charged, then usually a formal 
misdemeanor complaint will be filed in a city court or justice court. 
I say “usually” because sometimes even a first offense DUI is 
charged as a felony “aggravated” DUI. For example, if the driver’s 
license is suspended or there is a child in the car. For the purposes 
of this article, we will assume that this is a standard first offense 
misdemeanor THC DUI charge. Incidentally, when misdemeanor 
charges are filed, there is also a separate administrative 
license suspension procedure that is initiated at ADOT. These 
administrative proceedings are also beyond the scope of this 
article.

As stated in the previous articles in this series, there are two 
types of THC related DUI charges. One alleges that the driver 
was impaired by THC while driving and the other alleges that the 
driver simply had THC or its active metabolite in her system at 
the time of driving, regardless of whether she was impaired. The 
latter charge is generally referred to as a DUI per se charge. For 
example, in Colorado, the per se level is 5 nanograms. In Arizona, 
however, the per se level is zero. Even 1 nanogram is enough. Thus, 
the driver will be found guilty if the jury finds that he had even a 
slightest trace of THC in his system.

So, let’s get down to it: what happens when a person ends up 
getting charged with a THC related DUI per se charge? When he is 
released from his arrest, he will be provided with a citation with a 
court date. If he does not receive a citation at that time, then he will 
get a summons and complaint in the mail telling him when to show 
up for his first court date, called an “arraignment.” The centerpiece 
of the state’s case against him will be the blood test result that 
alleges his THC or active THC metabolite level. According to an 
Arizona Supreme Court decision from just a few years ago called 
State v. Harris, the state must show that the THC metabolites 

were active (hydroxy THC) as opposed to inactive (carboxy THC) 
metabolites. Thus, if the driver charged with a DUI per se was 
not a registered medical marijuana patient at the time of driving, 
then all the prosecutor needs to prove to the jury is that the blood 
test is accurate and shows that the driver had THC or active THC 
metabolites in his system. Generally speaking, the only way to win 
such a trial is to show that the blood draw or testing procedures 
were not complied with, that the sample was contaminated, or 
that there was a break in the chain of custody of the blood sample. 
For this reason, the defense of a non-patient against a DUI per 
se charge is more often based on a pretrial motion to suppress 
evidence due to a violation of the driver’s constitutional rights. For 
example, the Motion will argue that the stop was not valid, that 
the traffic stop was converted into a DUI investigation without the 
requisite reasonable suspicion, or that the person was arrested 
without probable cause to believe that he was impaired. The 
asserted constitutional violation might also be that the officer did 
not allow the driver to consult with an attorney before deciding 
whether to submit to the blood draw, or that the driver was not 
given the proper instructions before making such a decision. The 
remedy for a constitutional violation is that the state is deprived 
of any evidence acquired as a result of the violation. This is called 
the Exclusionary Rule. I will not go into detail about these issues 
here as they would require many more pages than I am permitted.

Thankfully, unlike a non-patient, a registered medical marijuana 
patient does have a defense at trial against the THC related 
DUI per se charge. In a landmark case that I was involved in 
called State v. Dobson, the AZ Supreme Court held that medical 
marijuana patients have an affirmative defense under the AMMA 
against a DUI per se charge. Specifically, the Supreme Court found 
if a registered patient persuades the jury that the nanogram level 
of active THC in her system was insufficient to cause her to be 
impaired, then the jury must find her not guilty. The patient driver 
is required to prove this fact by a preponderance of the evidence, 
which means that she must prove that it was more likely than not 
(51%) that she was unimpaired by the THC. In a later case, the 
Supreme Court further explained that the patient driver does not 
have to prove that the THC level found in his system is insufficient 
to cause impairment in the general public, but rather all she must 
do is convince the jury that the THC level was not enough to cause 
her to be impaired. Thus, her testimony about her own personal 
experience with cannabis and how it influences her is a very 
important part of the defense.

by Tom Dean
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Although subjective, evidence in the form of objective scientific 
studies about THC and its impairing effects (or lack thereof) is 
also helpful and a vital part of most cases, as well. Introducing 
and explaining scientific studies requires the assistance of a 
qualified expert witness who is familiar with the latest scientific 
research into the subject. For example, most people are familiar 
with how people develop a tolerance to substances that they use 
on a regular basis, but an expert witness is required to explain 
how a medical marijuana patient develops tolerance to the effects 
of THC and how tolerance affects impairment. I have personally 
learned a lot over the years from such experts. As it happens, there 
are two general kinds of tolerance, physiological and behavioral. 
Within those two general categories, there are more specific types 
of tolerance. All of this must be explained to the jurors, who usually 
only have a basic understanding of tolerance when they show up 
for the trial. That’s where the expert witness comes in.

It is important to understand that it is only illegal for a person to 
drive under the influence of a substance if that substance causes 
impairment. Obviously, not all substances do and some only cause 
impairment at higher levels. Take alcohol as an example. The 
average person can consume a couple glasses of wine without 
being impaired and not being over the .08 limit. But most will 
admit that they can feel the alcohol, meaning that they are under 
the influence. Some substances actually improve performance. 
For example, it is common knowledge that caffeine can help keep 
drivers alert and attentive to driving conditions. What is less known 
is that studies exploring THC tolerance show that persons who are 
regular cannabis consumers drive better than persons who are 
not under the influence of any substance at all. They tend to drive 
more slowly, put more distance between their car and the car in 
front of them, are less likely to engage in risky driving behavior, 
etc. In other words, for the experienced cannabis consumer, THC is 
a performance enhancing substance, not an impairing one. Further 
evidence of this phenomenon is the fact that many professional 
and Olympic athletes are regular consumers of cannabis. It is 
critical for the defense attorney and the expert witness to make 
sure that the jury understands and accepts these findings.

It is also important for the jury to understand how THC is 
metabolized. When someone smokes cannabis, the THC level in 
their body skyrockets and remains at that elevated level for about 
an hour before tapering off during the second hour. After two full 
hours after smoking or vaping, a person returns to base levels and 
the person is no longer under the influence. “Base level” refers to 
the level of active THC that a regular consumer will have when not 
under the influence. A regular consumer always has some active 
THC in her system. Typically, for the average patient, I have found 
that the average base level ranges between 5 and 15 nanograms.

If a person stops consuming cannabis and completely abstains, 
then THC and its active metabolite will still remain in that person’s 
blood for several days. Moreover, unlike alcohol, it is not eliminated 
from the system in a uniform and predictable manner. Because 
THC is stored in body fat, it is metabolized gradually and can 
be influenced by anything that affects a person’s metabolic rate. 
Studies show that over the course of 5 days, THC levels are erratic 
at any given point. On day one, the person may have 6 nanograms 
of THC. On day two that may drop to 3 nanograms, but then on 

day three the person may be back up to 5 nanograms. Scientists 
are still trying to understand how this process is influenced, but it 
seems that multiple variables are at work. One such variable that 
a recent study has discovered is the effect of stress hormones.

The stress related study was done by having rats consume 
cannabis and then after allowing their THC levels stabilize to 
base levels, the blood of the rats was tested, and their THC levels 
recorded. The scientists then injected a stress hormone into some 
of the rats and retested them. The results were that the THC 
levels of the rats who were not injected with the stress hormone 
remained the same, but the levels dramatically increased in the 
rats who were injected with the stress hormone. This “spiking” 
effect, as I call it, is a very important phenomenon in a DUI case 
because the one thing that most people report feeling when they 
are subjected to a DUI arrest is having felt high anxiety - being 
tense, nervous, upset, scared. According to the rat study, this 
intervening stressful event will cause the driver’s THC levels to 
shoot up. Thus, whatever a given patient driver’s THC level was at 
the time of driving, all we can say is that it was most likely much 
lower than it was at the time of the blood draw. Of course, if the 
driver was in an accident, we would expect there to be an even 
bigger influx of stress hormones thereby causing an even larger 
spike in the driver’s THC levels.

There are many other helpful studies about THC and driving 
that are beyond the purview of this article. Most people do not 
realize, for example, that our own National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) has performed huge meta-studies on 
cannabis use and driving behavior and come to the conclusion 
that, among other things, that there is no correlation between 
cannabis use and driving accidents. That would seem to confirm 
the studies mentioned above that found that cannabis use does 
not impair driving in regular consumers.

The affirmative defense established in Dobson has helped many 
patients avoid a THC related DUI per se conviction in Arizona. The 
patient driver must hire both an attorney and an expert witness, 
however, which means that lower income patients are often not 
financially capable of mounting an effective defense. Some courts 
will agree to pay for the expert if the defendant is not able to afford 
to defend himself, but many courts are reluctant to do so because 
of budgetary concerns. Like most defenses under AMMA, it is far 
from perfect, but better than no defense at all.

Incidentally, we expect that the Smart and Safe adult use initiative 
will appear on the ballot this November. If it passes, then there 
will be an even better defense: complete immunity from the THC 
related DUI per se charge for every adult over the age of 21. That 
would be much better than the affirmative defense under AMMA. 
In the meantime, the affirmative defense under AMMA is the only 
thing going. I will conclude by saying that a patient should always 
avoid driving within two hours of smoking or vaping cannabis. 
That is the window of potential impairment. Whatever the case, 
if medical marijuana patients read this article and the previous 
two installments in this series, and apply the suggestions and 
recommendations, then they will be in a good position to avoid 
being suspected of, charged with, or convicted of a THC related 
DUI.

How to Avoid Getting Arrested 
& Convicted of a THC DUI

Cruising
 

Highwaythe 

Part 3
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Microbes & MicrophonesMicrobes & Microphones
Bacillus amyloliquefaciensBacillus amyloliquefaciens

Derex: Hello everyone and thank you for joining us today on 
“Microbes and Microphones.” Today we have in the house, a little 
lady who goes by the name of Bacillus amyloliquefaciens. Now, am 
I pronouncing that name right miss? 

BA : Yes, that’s right Bacillus amyloliquefaciens, but I go by Amy, 
it suits me better. 

Derex: Before we get started do you have any questions for me?

Amy: Yes I do, Why in the Bacillus do you keep me in that freaking 
hot box?

Derex: Oh! It’s actually called an incubator and is required in order 
to get you to the proper concentration.

Amy: What is that awful smell? Smells like you know what. Please 
excuse yourself.

Derex: That smell, well it’s produced by many of your friends and 
enemies. Smells like boo-boo right.
 
Amy: Well, my choice of word was Shit!

Derex: You’re right. It’s your shit! but for this interview we will 
refer to it as biofilm. Any more questions?

Amy: One more question. Are you going to be interviewing any of 
my cousins? Bacillus subtilis and Bt.

Derex: There is a good chance I will. Why?

Amy: Don’t listen to a word they have to say. I am the only Bacillus 
you need to interview okay, Okay

Derex: Got it. Shall we begin? If you dont mind can you tell me 
how you got your status in the nutrient section within the cannabis 
industry?

Amy: I don’t mind at all. Let’s get right down to it, I would say it 
all begins in the roots. That’s my neighbor and where I call home. 
It’s a little crowded down there, but the location is perfect and you 
can’t beat the food. 

Derex: I’m assuming you are referring to the rhizosphere correct?

Amy: Correct

Derex: Is there something that you do to Cannabis sativa plants 
that makes you so special?

Amy: I guess I was born this way but I have the ability to break 
down starches into simple sugars. What can I say! I like to eat and 
feed the community. I also have the ability to keep the plant free of 
diseases caused by pathogens.

Derex: How so?

Amy: My main purpose in life is to feed the plant but as of late my 
family has been disturbed by some uninvited guest. Wait..

Derex: What’s wrong?

Amy: I am totally lying, My main purpose in life is to feed myself.

Derex: Uninvited guest?

Amy: I can name every last one of them.

Derex: Who are they?

Amy: Oh it Fusarium, Pythium, Grey mold or Botrytis. When I 
detect the presence of these bad guys I release a can of kick ass 
right away.

Derex: Hmm

Amy: Come on man, I secrete powerful antibiotics that either kills 
or keeps them away from my daughters and the roots structure.

Amy: If those creepy crawlers touch the roots, Game Over.

Derex: Ok I think I understand.. The pathogen is something like 
a bad mold and when it comes in contact with the roots or any 
other part of the plant; it can cause damage which then leads to 
a disease.

Amy: Bacnificent 

Derex: Do you play a role in the flavors we taste? Terpene profile.

Amy: Absolutely, although the cannabis plant appears to have its 
own genetics, I do my best to provide a full spectrum of nutrients 
including trace minerals like copper and cobalt. Big time flavor 
enhancers. Yep I hear people talking all the time about how they 
are responsible for increasing the terpene profile in cannabis. 

Derex: I feel like there is so much more we can chat about.

Amy: Why don’t we?

Derex: Ok this just came across my mind. What happens when 
someone applies too much of you?

Amy: Yeah it happens all the time. These freaking people think we 
are robots or some super natural species.

Amy: We are fighting for our lives as soon as we hit the soil.

Amy: it’s like moving to a new neighborhood you know. It takes a 
minute to become a custom to your surroundings.

Derex: Can I spray you on the leaves or flowers?

Amy: Of course, I protect the leaves just like I protect the roots. 
Spraying me on the flowers may lead to an increase in humidity. 
The bad guys love humidity.

Derex: I have one or two more questions.

Amy: Three

Derex: Which bacteria should I interview next?

Amy: Seriously, It’s obvious you didn’t ask me enough questions. 
They are all dead. Yep! THEY ALL DROWNED.

Derex: What is your favorite cannabis strain?

Amy: Bacillus Og, the original strain from mother nature.

Derex: Any last thing you would like to say to our listeners?

Amy: I would like to say thank you to the experienced scientists 
that keep me well maintained, free of contamination and mutation.

Derex: Thank you Bacillus amyloliquefaciens. Thank you to the 
readers out there.
Microbes and Microphones out.
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I sat listening to Mac Miller in my room, eating nachos and 
scrolling dating sites. 

“Alexa, play Good News by Mac Miller”. 
A robotic voice responded, “Playing Good News by Mac Miller”. 

Sometimes asking Alexa questions made the day go by without 
thinking about what went right or wrong as much. She’s pretty 
smart for a computer, I thought to myself when I first started using 
the program. Sometimes it’s random tomfoolery with Alexa. I’ll ask 
such questions as,

“Alexa, do you poop?”
“Alexa, are you a liar?”
“Alexa, what is the meaning of frosted mini wheats?”

I match with a woman who drives for Uber. She’s five foot six, red 
hair, in shape, and she also says she smokes weed. I only smoke 
flower- to hell with the dabs, is on her profile at the end of her bio.

“Alexa, what is the meaning of love?”
“I’m, sorry,” she says, “love means many things.” 
Great. Thanks Alexa.

El sits at the table eating Jimmy Dean Sausage biscuit patties 
while reading The Rolling Stone magazine. He’s grinning and 
nodding his head in an up and down motion. His knees are wobbling 
and he smells heavy of cologne. He also has his hair gelled to 
make him look like a modern-day punk rocker. From what I know 
about El, he’s planning some magnificent party in our apartment, 
that can only comfortably fit around ten people. 

I grab a box of Fruit Loops from the top of the fridge and sit 
down with the milk. It’s too hot in the house, but all I can think is it’s 
saving money. The air tastes like spilt beer and weed. Not the most 
pleasant thing to eat breakfast to. I need to clean the house and 
get some incense before any party is going to happen. I eat my 
cereal and continue seeing El move about out of my peripherals. 
He’s smiling and smacking his food. That sound, people smacking, 
always reminded me of cows simply grazing on grass.

“Hey man, could you stop that?”
“What?”
“You’re smacking out of control. It’s irritating me.”
“Oh, shit. Yeah sorry about that dude.”
“No worries.”
“What are you smiling about?” I ask.
“Oh. Not much. There’s this pre equinox party idea I’m scoping 

online. I think it’d be a dope thing to throw here at the apartment.”
Called it.
“Alright, man. I’m down. No more than six friends though. And 

I might invite a friend to join the party”.
“Yeah. I can abide. Who’s your friend?” El asks, grinning.
“Some woman I matched with online. She doesn’t take dabs. 

Kinda cool.”
“Look at you pimp! You gonna smoke her out?”
“Of course. She’s my guest.”

“Attaboy.”
I laugh and shake my head. El isn’t the worst, but it could be 

better, I sometimes think. He always pays rent on time and for 
the most part I’m drinking and smoking with him. The part I 
dislike most about El is his scheming without asking me. I find 
him thinking of something he’s already orchestrating. I don’t have 
much to say other than “yes, and here are the boundaries.” No 
cops have been called to check out our place. No noise complaints 
from the neighbors. I drift into imagining what the neighbors are 
like themselves. Do they party like we do? Are they more quiet or 
as quiet as us? Who knows and who cares so long as this keeps 
working the way it has.

Jennifer is down to come over on Saturday evening. I tell her to 
drop by anywhere around seven or eight and to not worry about 
bringing any medicine for the party. We already have movies and 
shows we both like - The Conjuring, Jason Voorhees movies, Black 
Mirror, King of the Hill, Broad City, Letterkenny. Jen is also a meat 
eater and loves a good medium rare steak. I started grilling out 
before she came over. Put some brussel sprouts in a frying pan 
and have salad greens ready to go for later. 

El has eight people total for the party. The guy pushes the 
envelope every time. Whatever. At least everyone is dressed with 
ball masks and Victorian attire. Overall, me and Jen will be the 
only ones not wearing the lavish outfits supported by the rest of 
the party goers. A little after seven, Jen arrives. She’s wearing jean 
shorts and a pink tank top. She’s smiling, which makes me smile 
in return.

“Hey Jen.”
“Hey Derek.”
“Come on in. Just loaded a fresh bowl of herb.”

The party was better than expected. Lots of beers and shots, lots 
of joints, grass and hash being smoked. People started to either 
pass out on the floor or leave by around one in the morning. 
I cook up the steak and brussel sprouts and prepare 
some salad for me and Jen. We sit down to eat and 
begin talking more about our love for cannabis.

“I see you have some heady pieces. Do you 
smoke concentrates? I thought that wasn’t your 
thing.”

“I do love collecting glass for the sake of art. I 
used to smoke concentrates on a more regular 
basis. If I do use the rigs I rarely find myself smoking 
hash rosin. But it’s not a regular thing. Just the finest 
flower these days.”

“I can dig it. I don’t smoke any concentrates, but 
from what I know rosin isn’t as dangerous for the 
body.”

“So they say. I do enjoy the consistency. It’s also 
easier on my lungs for sure.”

We finish our food and I put on South Park. We 
smoke a couple bowls and laugh until we’re in 

tears. Rewatching classics has a place that 
opens the heart to enjoying the memories 
again as if experiencing them for the first 
time. I put my hand across the couch to 
hold Jen as we watch the episodes. She 

shrugs back with a timid smile. She’s looking 
away and hunches her body together like a 

frightened Hedgehog. 
“I’m sorry. I didn’t mean to make you 
feel uncomfortable.”

“No, it’s totally okay. I’m sorta 
breaking up with my ex still. I really 
like hanging with you. But if it’s alright 
maybe we can keep this to a friendship 
for now.”

“Of course. I get that one hundred 
percent.”
And now I’m ready to hang it up for the 

night. Not because we aren’t going to fool 
around.  Or be bad when we shouldn’t. I 
miss having a living person next to me 
when I’m sleeping. I like knowing there’s 
someone else dreaming beside me. Going 
through the unknown trails of the mind 

when we find ourselves unconscious and unaware of why we 
imagine what we do. I also miss the touch of someone I care 
about. I feel like a sole ranger traveling space. Without any 
company other than computers and technology. I can still 
interface with breathing humans who mule together ideas 
of spectacular magnitude, but I am at a loss of connecting 
through a hug or a handshake. I cannot look someone in the 
eyes and stare into the mystery of life, mirroring the questions 
of eternal understanding that I will only grasp at.

Jen leaves the apartment around four. She says she’s got 
work at the local pet store, Paws, at noon. She also wants 
to clear things up with her ex. Figure out if they will end the 
relationship and move on, or if they will get back together. I 
wonder what Violet is doing? Does she still live in Arizona? 
Or did she move and start again somewhere else. I feel a 
connection with her but know I may never speak with her or 
see her again in my life. That’s a tough pill to swallow although 
a necessary task if I’m to keep living in the moment, moving 
forward instead of backwards.

El comes out of his room.  He looks hungover and worn out.  
He sits down next to me, smelling awful. I can’t figure out what 
the smell is- maybe too many hotdogs covered in onions and 
relish. Maybe something not fit for human consumption.

“Wanna smoke a bowl?” he asks.
“Sure.  Load it up.”

Written by Dietrich Dash
Rooming with El
Part 3 of 3
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There are certain days within the lives of each one of us defining 
moments that call for a friend. Sometimes we cannot have a 
present friend in our lives. Even so, this doesn’t mean all is lost. 
We can find something magical in movies, and really- stories. 
Storytelling kind of defines us as people, but then again, there’s 
more to life than stories. I think at the end of the day we could all 
be content within knowing we have friends who stand with us. Life 
can get messy and icy at times. Not much we can do to change 
the tides. Let’s take a look at a few movies that might hold some 
silver linings for us when a friendship is all we’re seeking.

Above: Bernie Mac, Chris Tucker, Ice Cube | Friday
Below: Jeff Bridges, John Goodman, Steve Buscemi | The Big Lebowsky

Friday came out in the sweet year of nineteen ninety-nine. Starring 
Chris Tucker and Ice Cube, this movie was actually the basis for 
life in the neighborhood based on DJ Pooh’s observations. DJ Pooh 
is ‘Red’ in the movie, knocked out by D-Bow for his bicycle cruiser. 
Smokey (played by Chris Tucker) enlists the help of Craig (Ice Cube) 
to repay his drug dealer, Big Worm. D-Bow also presents issues as 
the neighborhood block bully. I decided to relax and laugh with 
a strain known as Sherbhead, by Grow Sciences, for this movie. 
Sherbhead combines both Sunset Sherbet and and OG Kush to 
create a wonderful day time strain. This one isn’t super heavy yet 
it delivers a medicated high unlike any other. I felt uplifted and 
giggly as well as confident mood-wise. Watch Friday if you have 
or haven’t. It’s a classic comedy from the nineties starring some 
great actors. 

Medicating 
with

 Friends
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by Dietrich Dash

The Big Lebowski came out in the late nineties. It’s got a star 
studded cast of actors that will surprise you if you haven’t seen 
the movie. Flea from RHCP in fact plays one of the nihilistic 
Germans! “The Dude abides,” as the Dude says in the end. When 
I found out I had a golf ball sized tumor in my right frontal lobe, 
my father said I didn’t have to go to school the next day, and we 
rented and watched this movie (at age thirteen). I think secretly 
and subconsciously my dad was saying, “My son, some day you 
shall medicate with weed and be like the Dude.” But that could be 
a fool’s ramblings as well. The Dude goes on a caper to get his 
rug back. For this I choose Mimosa by Tru Infusion. This strain is a 
mix between Clementine and Purple Punch. Talk about a spirited 
boost of smoke! This strain will flourish the taste buds with citrus 
and floral grape. If you watch one movie this month, watch The 
Big Lebowski. It’s a guaranteed win. Tara Reid promises she’ll do 
things for a thousand dollars. Just saying.

These three movies and the choices of medicine selected are more 
than guaranteed to bring a smile to your face. One thing that I feel 
we sometimes forget about as being a worthwhile medicine for 
anything stressful is comedy. When we laugh we seem to escape 
to places in our memories where things aren’t so bad. We realize 
that tomorrow is a new day, and that this too shall pass, whatever 
adversity we are dealing with. Maybe comedy is one form of 

entertainment that lightens the days and nights, melting away the 
worries with good medicine to remedy the burdens we encounter 
and carry. Nothing is fixed for good; that doesn’t matter with good 
company. Fellowship with medicine and friends will always win the 
day. Signing off is your lonely stoner and friend,

-Dietrich Dash

Pineapple Express gave me the urge to smoke a concentrate. I 
went for another Grow Sciences product, this time a live hash rosin 
known as Sundae Driver #4. The movie under review is by Judd 
Apatow, starring Seth Rogan and James Franco, amongst other 
recognizable actors. Pineapple Express came out toward the end 
of the two-thousand era. One piece of trivia that turns me on to 
watching this movie again and again is that James Franco is not 
a pothead; Seth Rogan is, and plays himself in the movie, more or 
less. James Franco, Saul, is Dale’s (Seth Rogan) pot dealer. Red gets 
pot from Ted, and Red has dealt Saul an extremely rare strain of 
weed known as Pineapple Express. Dale witnesses Ted murdering 
another individual, and leaves a joint of Pineapple express on the 
scene, linking Saul to the elusive witness to Ted’s crime. This 
movie is a slapstick comedy filled with wisdom. Another juicy bit 
of trivia - Item Nine Labs gets their name from Item Nine. It’s in the 
beginning of the movie, so take a look this time around.

#CannabisCactus
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Frank Castillo, Anwar Newton, Mark Stevens, and Brian Kearley 
performed in the Concentrated Comedy Show presented by Trap 
Culture AZ.

I am sure most people were busy this Valentine’s Day doing 
what lovers do. Wining and dining, sharing gifts, spending a 
romantic time together or maybe doing dabs? Well if you went to 
Concentrated Comedy at The Croft Downtown this past Valentine’s 
Day there were definitely a whole lot of dabs. I mean, after all, what 
do you expect from an event with concentrate in its name? Trap 
Culture did an amazing job putting this event together with over 
forty vendors, there was definitely plenty to do. For some, it was 
work. For patients, it was play. But all in all, I’m pretty positive 
everyone had fun.

It was a very nice set up with plenty of elbow room, separated in 
sections, it was not overwhelming at all. Upon entry on the east 
side of the building, you walked into a 47’ x 88’ rectangular area 
called ‘The Green’ with artificial turf and string lights hanging 

overhead. This was the concentrate area, I’m sure this was mainly 
due to the artificial turf and wanting to keep it free of ash and 
possibly burns, probably also bud. Ever dropped weed on the 
carpet? Yea, not a fun clean up. With it being a larger rectangular 
area and the vendors setup along the walls, there was plenty of 
room to stand around, chat or step away from the dabs and take 
a breather if necessary.

After spending some time in the concentrate area, I walked west 
through a short hall into the 2,500 ft2 courtyard where there were 
a few more dabs, but this was the designated smoking area. This 
was the area to walk up, grab a table and roll up, pack a dab into 
the Puffco or glob into your rig if you brought your own. If you 
didn’t, there were still about 8 vendors in the courtyard packing 
bongs and giving dabs. Now, I’m sure after walking through these 
two rooms and taking so many dabs and so many bong rips you 
might be thinking one must have the munchies right? Well, yes... 
you would be absolutely right, cuz I definitely had an appetite.

ComedyConcentrated

by Arturo Delgado

Photos by Nick Corona

WTF Lime Cookies hits like 
a pie to the face. Wham! It 
tastes like a creamy lime 
whip with flavors of meringue 
and super citrus. The lineage 
mixes the best of Kush and 
Cookies characteristics so 
that you feel medicated but 
not heavy headed. This high 
will clear out mental confusion 
and get you moving while 
relieving pain at the same time. 
There is no getting stuck on the 
couch so use your burst of energy 
wisely.

OG Lime Cookies Shatter 
by WTF Extracts

$33/gram

Recommended Listening: 
Limestone by Magic City Hippies

#CannabisCactus
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ComedyConcentrated

Continued...

In the courtyard, there was a door to the south that led to the 
‘Cheshire Room’ which was the largest room at the venue. Just 
over 5,100 ft2 and where the comedy show was going to take 
place, but the comedy show did not start until 8:30pm and all 
those dabs and rips definitely had given me the munchies. So I 
took the door to the west, this led to the 3,600 ft2 ‘Abbey Room’ 
where Sofa Kings Edibles and Sublime were giving out samples. 
But there were so many other good vendors selling non-medicated 
foods to fulfill all your munchies needs from bbq to tacos and 
so much more. There were a lot of options to choose from. After 
bouncing between Sublime and Sofa Kings for a while, all I really 
had room for was nachos, so I grabbed some, loaded up with 
cheese and jalapeños, and went to find a seat for the show.

The main event was held in the ‘Cheshire Room.’ It was nice, with 
rows of very comfortable folding chairs setup in front of a nice 
sized stage that had a large WTF Extracts banner above it. A very 
comfortable room that was perfect for everyone to gather, enjoy 
the show, and not be crowded stuck shoulder to shoulder. The 
space between the seats and the dimmer lighting was a perfect 
setup. I can imagine being the host of a comedy show can get 
pretty stressful, but Brian Kearley did a great job. The headliner 
Frank Castillo along with all the other comedians made sure it was 
non stop laughs the whole show.

It was a fun event with quality concentrates, good bud, amazing 
food and lots of laughter. The team over at Trap Culture Promotions 
definitely know how to show the patients a good time. It was nice 
to get out and enjoy some laughs with the community and to try 
new products as well. From hitting a bunch of vendors, there are 
definitely some products that stuck out to me. After trying Glorious 
Extracts, I recommend just about all their strains, but I have to say 
the one that stood out most was their Slymer, very sweet and very 
terpy. Of course, the team over at WTF Extracts is killing it with 
their solventless line. Their Strawberry OG Pancakes & Syrup are a 
tasty treat. If you are interested in trying some CRC products, give 
Boosted Extracts a try, they seem to be keeping all their terpenes 
while still using color remediation. 

All in all, it was a great time. Thank you to Trap Culture for throwing 
this event and bringing the community together. The laughs, the 
meds, the vibes were all amazing. Be on the lookout for the next 
event in May, the AZ Hash Bash. You never know what Trap culture 
has in store for the patients, but it definitely sounds amazing. Give 
them a follow on Instagram @trapcultureaz to stay up to date with 
all of their upcoming events.

Photos by Nick Corona
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If you attended the Errl Cup 2020, Qualifire Farmz may ring a bell. 
Not because they had a booth and were giving out dabs and letting 
people rip bongs, but because even without a booth and this being 
their first cup they walked away with not one or two, or even three 
awards, but four. Qualifire Farmz entered their first cup under the 
patient class and left with two cups and two medals. The two 1st 
place cups they won were for Patient Class Best Flower Indica 
with their amazing Skywalker OG, and Patient Class Best Flower 
Hybrid with their sweet uplifting Green Crack. They also placed 
2nd for Patient Class Best Non-Solvent with their Skywalker 
Gorilla Widow Rosin with Diamonds. The 4th award being the 
bronze medal was awarded to them for placing 3rd in the category 
of Patient Class Best Flower Sativa with their Jack The Ripper.
 
I attended the event along with the rest of The Cannabis Cactus 
team. Although I was busy helping run our booth and competing 
in Errl Wars, by the time I left, I myself was asking who is Qualifire 
Farmz? To come in unheard of with no booth setup and win two 1st 
place cups, a 2nd and 3rd place medal was just crazy! Who were 
these people and how can I try some of this now award winning 
medicine? Everyone knows success doesn’t happen overnight. 
Coming in and winning this many awards on a first time entry in 
The Errl Cup definitely took some hard work and dedication. I did 
some digging and reached out to Qualifire Farmz and spoke with 
Steven, the Cannabis Cultivation Expert and founder of Qualifire 
Farmz  who did in fact confirm it had been a long road. A fifteen 
year journey that led what he told me was the best day of his life 
January 11th Errl Cup 2020.

Of course, we all know cannabis is a wonderful plant. I love it, you 
love it. I’m writing about it and your reading about it, so here we 
are. But to grow great cannabis that patients love, love enough 
that it was judged by patients and it placed in every category 
that it was entered in is more than just liking cannabis. To grow 
a medicine and win that many awards takes a true passion. For 
Steve, he has a relationship with his plants. Steve said “...at the end 
of the day, I have a relationship with these plants, I take care of 

them and they take care of me.” He started out with a not so great 
upbringing, going through CPS custody, going to school, worked 
regular odd and end jobs. He did okay, as good as anyone could 
under these circumstances.

Steve finished high school and went on to try college. This is when 
he found out that his older brother stole his identity and was 
convicted of a felony under Steven’s name, making it impossible 
to receive financial aid for college tuition because they thought 
he lied on his application. He was able to get his brother to go to 
court and admit to stealing Steven’s identity and was placed on 
six years probation. When this happened, Steven received a clerk’s 
certificate to present to employers to show that even though he 
was convicted as a felon this was not his fault and was due to his 
identity being stolen.

Still, it was hard finding a job and the jobs he did find seemed to 
be a dead end. He asked himself where he would be in 10 years 
and thought that things were not looking too bright. This trouble 
and his love for cannabis made him start growing and he became 
pretty good at it. With having a CPS upbringing and not really 
having a role model, Steven made a friend who saw he had a green 
thumb, believed in him, and was willing to invest in him. And, so 
it began. His friend invested $15,000 to help get him started 15 
years ago and Qualifire Farmz was born. Since then, Qualifire Farmz 
has grown into a small network of caregivers in Tucson, AZ.

One of the first cuts he picked up was actually the Jack The Ripper 
that placed 3rd in the Errl Cup. This cut is over 14 years old and 
has been growing strong ever since. Their 1st place winner Green 
Crack is also a cut that is at least 10 years old from Steve D’Angelo 
shop in San Francisco. Steve described the cup winning Skywalker 
OG as one of their newer ladies and said they have many other 
strains and are always playing around with something new. 
Everything they grow is completely organic and free of pesticides 
and powder mildew or any other chemicals.

I personally had the honor of trying both 1st place winners, the 
Green Crack and Sywalker OG. The Green Crack was amazing, 
full of sweet terps with a light hint of citrus like a clementine. 
The effects were very clear, energetic and uplifting. Steven was 
surprised this strain placed 1st in the Hybrid class but after trying 
it, I have to say the award is well deserved. The Skywalker OG 
was absolutely phenomenal. Completely covered in trichomes, 
the buds were very sticky with strong pine gas terps immediately 
smacking you in the face. No matter how you choose to medicate 
with this strain… glass, paper or blunt, the terpenes still definitely 
come in strong with a more earthy flavor. Although I did not have 
the pleasure of trying the Jack The Ripper, Steven did bring a 
couple more strains. One was Plushberry, a cross between Black 
Cherry Soda and Space Queen that is an indica-dominant strain 
which tasted absolutely amazing, like fresh berries with a hint 
of grape. There was also the Phantom Cookie, these buds were 
smaller and tighter but like the Skywalker completely covered in 
trichomes. With more of an earthy sweet taste, the effects of this 
one were strong with a euphoric high, but still a relaxing haze to 
go along with it. The Phantom Cookies and Skywalker are Steve’s 
personal favorites.

After sitting around, smoking a couple Plushberry joints dipped in 
Plushberry Rosin and rolled in Plushberry Kief that Steven brought 
up, I figured I would ask what could patients expect to see in the 
future from Qualifire Farmz. Steven assured me that he will not 

stop trying to improve his products and his methods and will most 
definitely be at the 710 Cup with some new things in store for the 
patients. This time, with a booth so we can all meet them and try 
their wonderful products. One thing that he hopes to gain from 
winning these awards and attending these Errl Cup events is to try 
to get an offsite dispensary license to provide more medicine to 
patients. With Qualifire Farmz being a small network of caregivers, 
they are confined to 250 SQ FT. and 48 plants. Steven feels that if 
he was backed by a dispensary or a company that would give him 
the opportunity to grow for them, he can give them some of the 
best quality meds in AZ.

All in all, I was curious, so I dug. In my digging, I found out who 
Qualifire Farmz was. A small network of caregivers down in Tucson 
who grow some amazing meds. Honestly, some of the best and 
tastiest meds I have had in awhile. The Plushberry consistently 
tests between 3 and 5 percent terpenes, which is insane for flower. 
The Green Crack and Skywalker OG definitely earned those cups, 
the quality was amazing. I look forward to attending the 710 Cup 
where I will definitely be hitting the Qualifire Farmz booth. With a 
slogan like the quality is fire, they definitely live up to it. I hope to 
see you all there supporting Steve and his team hitting bongs and 
taking dabs. I’m sure they will have some amazing Dry Sift Rosin 
and tasty flowers for us all to try. So Patients and other vendors 
go say high take a dab and tell them Cannabis Cactus sent you.

“...at the end of the day, I have a relationship 
with these plants, I take care of them and 

they take care of me."
- Steve

Who is 
Qualifire 

Farmz?

by Arturo Delgado
#CannabisCactus
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Puff Pass & 
Ponder

Musings of a cannabis creativeMusings of a cannabis creative

I do a ton of traveling, mostly for work, but every year I take a 
vacation with one or two of my best girlfriends, to a place that 
none of us have ever been before. It started as a tradition five 
years ago. We’d put a bunch of countries that we were interested 
in into a hat, pick one, and then put another round of countries 
relatively close to that one into another hat (or bucket, or what 
have you), and pick another. In this way, we’ve done Colombia and 
Nicaragua, Belize and Mexico, Thailand and Cambodia, Bali and 
Hong Kong, and this March we’re going to Guatemala. I feel very 
fortunate in my life that I’ve been able to do so much adventuring, 
especially with people that mean so much to me, and have met so 
many incredible folks along the way (Michael Cassini, founder of 
Cannabis Cactus, being one of my favorites).

I get a lot of questions about how I can afford to travel… Do 
I have some sort of secret trust fund? Am I living in a van and 
subsisting off day-old bagels when I’m not flying somewhere? After 
all, I’m a self-employed business owner, and I’m not rolling in the 
dough. Honestly, I’ve just kind of made a decision in my life to 
focus on experiences rather than things, which has created more 
opportunities to travel, but also means that I cut back on clothes, 
shoes, makeup, furniture, and other tangible items that have less 
meaning to me than hiking up a volcano in Bali at 2am to see the 
sunrise from the top. But if you’re the kind of person who wants 
both, don’t fret— I also have a bunch of travel hacks to help you 
see the world on a budget, and I’m here to share, because I think 
we should all be able to get out of our comfort zones once in 
awhile.

Location, Location, Location: You may have a dream 
vacation in mind, and that’s totally fine, but if you’re open to different 
locations, start by picking somewhere affordable! It’s going to be 
hard to travel cheap in Paris, Switzerland, and Australia, but places 
in Southeast Asia, Mexico, Central America and South America will 
get you a lot of bang for your buck, especially if you can book your 
flight with miles. When I was in Ubud, Bali last May, our incredible 
hotel was $12 per night, split between 2 people, and included 
an amazing breakfast for both of us. I’ve had similar experiences 
price-wise with Cambodia, Thailand, Mexico City, Nicaragua, and 
Colombia… it’s possible to feel like you’re staying in luxury for low 
double digit numbers in a lot of these spots.

Make your spending count: I cannot scream this from the 
rooftops enough… get a travel credit card and HOARD YOUR MILES 
FOR FLIGHTS. You’re spending that money anyway, so you might 
as well be getting something out of it… I put every possible bill on 
my credit card and just pay it off every month. Some credit cards 
have fees, and some don’t, but the ones with fees are generally 
completely worth it. I have the Chase Sapphire Reserve card, which 
costs $450 per year (yikes!), but $300 is refundable on ANY 
travel you do, including booking flights, hotels, and even Ubers and 
Lyft. That card gets me into Priority Pass lounges for free meals, 
drinks, and showers in pretty much any airport around the world, 
which means I don’t spend much money eating and drinking at 
airports— the traveler’s bottomless pit of wallet hemorrhage. This 
card also allows me to transfer my points to any airline instead of 
just committing to one. The Amex Platinum and Southwest credit 
cards are also big favorites of frequent travelers. I’ve gone on an 
international trip every year for the past 6 years, and 90% of those 
trips have been booked using all or primarily points from my card.

Be flexible on flights: You can save a ton of money on flights, 
literally, hundreds and hundreds of dollars, by having flexible travel 
dates and leaving on days that most people don’t travel on (I find 
that Saturdays seem to have the lowest cost for flights recently). 
I like to go to Google Flights to look at the low fare calendar, and 
then use those dates to search for flights either with my credit card 
points or on Kayak, SkyScanner, and Expedia. You can set flight 
notifications on all of these sites for your dates and desired travel 
destination, and you’ll get an email if (typically when) the price 
drops. I never book anything without looking at multiple sites for 
the best deal, and sometimes you just have to suck it up and add 
another stop or a few more hours of travel for significant savings (I 
got my flight to Guatemala for $270 instead of $700-800 because 
I was willing to travel on off days, and also do a 6-hour layover). 
If you’re booking Southwest, you can also book your flights, and 
because of their transfer policy, if the flights drop, you can re-book 
your flight and get a credit for the extra balance to use for a future 
trip. I do this every time I fly Southwest, and will randomly check to 
see if the prices have gone down… if so, I change my flight to the 
exact same one for the exact same day, and boom, money for the 
future or points back in my account! Scott’s Cheap Flights is also 
an excellent source for deals on certain destinations, with discount 
levels varying with a free or paid membership. 

Nix the luxury suite: If you’re staying for more than a few 
days, I prefer Airbnb, because they start to feel like home and also 
come with important amenities, like a washer and dryer, so that 
you can pack light and not spend money on laundry and god forbid, 
hotel washing services and dry cleaning. Hotels can be great for 
the amenities as well, and finding a spot with free breakfast will 
eliminate the need to pay for one meal of the day. My favorite site 
for booking hotels is Booking.com, which offers mostly refundable 
options with the option for a significantly cheaper price if you 
select the “non-refundable” option. I typically book refundable, as 
I occasionally have to change my trips for work purposes, but if 
you’re sure the trip is happening, it makes sense to pocket a few 
dollars and make a firm commitment. Hostels are incredible options 
for travelers on a budget, and before you stop reading, you don’t 
have to stay in a 12-person room with other people’s unpleasant 
nightly noises and emissions… Most hostels have private rooms 
for one or two, if you’re traveling with a friend, for very low prices. 
Hostels are also a great way to meet other travelers and locals 
who can make recommendations for budget-friendly things to do, 
places to eat, and where to go. Wherever and whenever possible, 
I stay on friend’s couches and floors. If you’re comfortable with it, 
you can also use CouchSurfing, which is basically a FREE Airbnb 
for travelers… You can even read other surfer’s reviews of their 
hosts to reduce the risk of creepers.
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It makes me happy that a handful of companies are genuinely upping their 
terp game to make products more affordable and potent for all of us. Phoenix 
Cannabis Co. leads the charge with their Sandstone flavors coming in at $36 a 
gram everyday. Doesn’t matter if you are a prince or a pauper, Phoenix cannabis 
Co. believes that we all deserve the best cannabis medicine. Barry White Sherbert 
is a super tasty blend of heavy indica strains Barry White and Sherbert. We highly 
recommend Sandstone as a triple threat of Price, Flavor and Effects!

Barry White Sherbert
Sandstone

Available 
at: 

$38/gram

“If you can remember, always try to hit up the tourism centers — they 
usually have tons and tons of coupons for activities. Even better, once you 
TALK to locals, (hopefully you’re making friends) they will often tell you how 
to experience things for FREE.” - Ashley; Quit her 9-5 job and is currently 
traveling the world with no intent to return any time soon… last I heard she 
was swimming with sharks in French Polynesia.

“Traveling through NZ and Australia, I used a site called Transfercar (I believe 
they just opened up in the US now too!) and it’s basically a free rental car. 
You move their cars from different cities/locations that are in need of the 
cars and they give you a free rental, sometimes pay for your gas, ferry 
crossings/etc.. It just depends on how desperate of need they are in! I rarely 
ever paid for a car while traveling, just relocated them and went from place 
to place.” - Amanda; Left for Australia for a month and stayed for years

“One of the biggest expenses when traveling (besides airfare), is food. Airbnb 
or hotel rooms that have small kitchens are a great way to save money. You 
can buy groceries and snacks and cook your own food. Sure, sometimes 
you’re just exhausted and want someone else to cook for you (or you’re in a 
city like Paris, where you just HAVE to experience the cuisine at least once), 
but what you can save is significant.” - Joe; Flight Attendant 

“Bolt Bus is a cheap way to get around the west coast. I’ve used it to travel 
between Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver, BC! :) Bolt Bus $15 fares between 
PDX and Seattle with daily buses.” - Kat; Creative Designer 

“I will literally sleep in a tree... traveling is a must!” - Josh; Will literally sleep 
in a tree because traveling is a must. He’s totally right, me too dude.

...and my personal favorite:

“The best advice is to always try to travel at night to save on a hotel. Train? 
Night train! Flight? Night flight! You get the idea. But, I also know pairing 
different cities and building your own routing can make a huge difference. 
I.E, MKE-LAX could be $500, but MSN-DFW and then DFW-LAX could be as 
low as $200.” - Adam; Diva of the Skies

“I always bring a good amount of cash in case the conversion on the streets 
is better than an ATM (ex: Argentina where it was 14:1 instead of 10:1 at the 
banks!)” - Kendra; Traveling Mom

“Biggest money saver for me? A thorough travel list and keeping a pre-
packed bag. When I travel, I get home and my suitcase goes to the laundry 
room. I open it, wash, put everything back (using the kondo packing method 
so no wrinkles), refill anything toiletries. I have travel makeup in there as well. 
That way I never forget anything any have to pay $6 for a travel toothpaste 
in the airport, and if I forget anything, I have one at home so it’s not a big 
deal.” - Ginger; Hemp Entrepreneur 

“I always find that in the States, the cheaper hotels usually have laundry 
rooms where you can do a full load of washing for only a few dollars. If you’re 
traveling for long periods of time, which I have in the past, it can save you so 
much money on checked bags etc. Just pack light with hand luggage, then 
wash as you go.” - Lee; Writer

“Autoslash.com to book your car rental at great rates and then will track 
them and email you if rates drop so you can rebook at the lower price. It’s 
free to use!” - Daniel; Follows Phish a lot

Get around like a local: It’s not always practical, 
but whenever possible I use public transport instead of 
renting a car or taking Ubers and taxis. This is a great 
way to get to know your way around the city a bit as 
well. Most locations with any sort of reasonable public 
transport have a map that you can download online 
(if you’re out of the country and don’t have service, 
download it on WiFi before you leave your room) that 
make it really easy to get around. Worst case scenario, 
you look a little lost and stupid and have to ask for help… 
but really, unless you’re a man who doesn’t like to ask for 
directions, who cares?

Pack to prevent hanger: I always, always make 
sure to pack snacks for flying and my time in airports, 
because it’s easy to drop $50 before you even take off 
on your trip if you aren’t careful and the hanger strikes, 
and some budget airlines charge for meals on board as 
well. I alo save the snacks from flights to take with me, 
in case I’m hungry at my lodging and need just a small 
bite. One of my favorite things about traveling is trying 
new foods and experiencing the local cuisine, but if I’m 
going to do a nice or upscale restaurant, I do it at lunch 
and take advantage of smaller portions and daytime 
food and drink specials. I get a lot of snacks, fruits, and 
breads from local markets, and try to support small local 
eateries, which not only saves money but helps promote 
the economy and small businesses. Many of my friends 
who travel frequently also say that they save a great deal 
of money by bringing coffee and tea with them to make 
in their room, as even a few dollars in beverages quickly 
adds up day after day. If you’re in a place with drinkable 
water, bring your own thermos to nix the cost of buying 
bottled water, and reduce your carbon footprint— two-
in-one bonus! 

I asked a bunch of well-traveled friends for their favorite tips, and I thought 
I’d share a few from the other experts as well:
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Mimosa’s in the morning! Mimosa flower is a breakfast of  champions type 
of  Sativa dominant strain. Clementine is half  of  this strain’s heritage, 

bringing fruity, citrusy flavors noticeable on inhale. Purple Punch is the 
other half  of  this wonderful strain. Purply pine notes hit the palate 

and stand out. Waves of  happiness will be induced upon smoking 
Mimosa. Good for depression and anxiety. Reviewed by Dietrich 

Dash.

Just in time for winter these frosty nugs will 
surely brighten up your evening. Prodi and I 
took the time to roll a two gram blunt, to bring 
the evening in warm, and fuzzy. The high was 

super relaxing. Pairs well with a cold drink and 
video games. Reviewed by Victor Ortega.

Keeping your piece clean after every use is vital to 
overall quality and long term use of  the quartz. 
Glob Mops prevent oxidation and torching your 
piece which will wear down the quartz quality. Made 
with wooden sticks for durability and a pointed 
cotton edge cleaner and bubble cotton swab end, 
Glob Mops get down into the hard to clean areas of  
the banger. Reviewed by Arturo Delgado.

Come for the flavor and stay for the effects with this strain. The 
super light golden color made me wonder how much flavor would 
be left in this Cookies Kush hybrid. Boy was I wrong when it 
exploded Kush terps in my taste buds and nostrils. The 
Dosi #9 is a potent indica that will lift you out of  pain 
and doldrums of  the day. The effects of  this Dosi 
#9 are uplifting and bright in the brain like Kush 
of  the early 2000’s. It’s a beautiful thing to taste 
the OG lineage in this wonderful hybrid shatter. 
Reviewed by Michael Cassini.

4 feet of  100% organic hemp wick coated in 100% 
organic beeswax and neatly wrapped up. This wick 
lets the user avoid inhaling any level of  butane or 
noxious gases, which can sometimes ruin the taste 
of  your flower. It’s also good to help conserve 
lighter fluid and help you save money by buying 
less lighters. Just light the wick and use that to 
flame up your joints, blunts, bongs or bowls. With 

this spool containing 4 feet, it gives you plenty to 
wrap around your pipes and lighters. Reviewed by 

Arturo Delgado.

I find myself  falling more and more 
passionately in love with CBD. The 
medicinal benefits range on a wide 
spectrum for patients suffering from 
different ailments. The tincture truly 
helped immediately relieve severe pain in 
my body. Great to use after a nice shower 
or bath, or when waking up or before 
going to bed. Reviewed by Dietrich 
Dash. Available at MüV Dispensary.

Mimosa | $10/g MSRP
UGD | Urban Greenhouse Dispensary

Faith | $13/g MSRP
UGD | Urban Greenhouse Dispensary

Cotton Swabs | $5.99
Glob Mops | Smokie’s Smokeshop

Dosi #9 Shatter | $35/g MSRP
Boosted Extracts | Sticky Saguaro

Hemp Wick | $2.00
Quick Wikk | hippiebutler.com

CBD Tincture 300mg | $30 MSRP
MüV Products | MüV Dispensary

Immediately upon opening, the terpenes tickle the nose. The 
gas smell is more subtle with peppery meat notes coming 
in strong, but with more sweetness than it’s flower form. It 
stays true to the consistency with the tool slicing through 
this budder with ease. Immediately upon inhalation, the 

taste is earthy and sweet. The meat flavor really comes in 
strong on the exhale filling you with a lifted energy that’s 

pretty mellow and sure to last a couple hours. Reviewed by 
Arturo Delgado.

These Juicy J Rolling papers are a delight to use 
when rolling flower for a real delicious taste. I would 
have to personally say my favorite of  all time is the 
Green Apple flavor. It gives a refreshing taste like 
you just bit into a freshly picked green apple straight 
off  the tree. I would highly recommend anyone to 
stop by online at Hippiebutler.com to go ahead and 
order your own favorite pack of  the amazing Juicy J 
Rolling papers. Reviewed by Jamal Gray.

Meat Breath Budder | $50/g MSRP
Potent Planet | Emerald Dispensary

Pre Roll Joints, 3.5g | $1.50
Juicy Jays | hippiebutler.com
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Now and Later is one of  those rare strains patients come across ever so 
often. It’s potent and it’s stinky. Like a grape fruity pebbles mixed with 

some bubble hash. Good for both daytime and evenings, this strain will help 
most with depression and anxiety. High testing results on the THC levels. 

Bottom line - this strain will make your day better. Check out The Local Joint 
for this flower. Reviewed by Dietrich Dash.

Fresh bits of  THCa are mixed like wet concrete into a 
slurry of  strain specific terps. Just like the Visa program, 

this J1 will give you the freedom to work and play 
abroad. You will feel revived and find that extra gear 
to be productive and creative. The J1 is a wonderful 
strain that mixes the best of  Jack Herer and Skunk 
#1. The effects are balanced and the effects are 
bursting with energy. Thanks to Nirvana Center 
for carrying affordable terps that are tasty to boot! 
Reviewed by Michael Cassini.

Do you like vanilla, cream and orange? Oh, and getting super 
high? This is the Clean Concentrate for you. Come on down 
to Nirvana Center where 5 star service and cannabis products 
await. Orange Creamsicle Batter is well balanced between the 
uplifting sativa effects and mellow body high. You will have no 
problem staying productive with this terpene energy boost. 
Clean Concentrates has reintroduced some new products to 
the market with more complex terpene profiles for the same 
great prices. Thanks for the additional R&D boys. Reviewed 
by Michael Cassini.

Now and Later | $14/g MSRP
Item 9 Labs | Nirvana Center

J1 Crystalline | $30/g MSRP
Clean Concentrates | Nirvana Center

Orange Creamsicle Batter | $25/g MSRP
Clean Concentrates | Nirvana Center

The terpenes were more earthy and piney with a slight 
strawberry-like scent hitting the nose as soon as the lid 
was off. With the batter staying true to the consistency, 
it was very easy to scoop the perfect sized dab big or 
small. Upon inhalation, a strong strawberry flavor 
that immediately hit my tongue filling my lungs and 
lowering my eyes. The effects were very strong, long 
lasting and uplifting but relaxing a good all around 
strain that is perfect for just about any occasion. 
Reviewed by Arturo Delgado.

GMO Rosin has a unique smell and this patient pressed treat 
from @rosinprodigy makes it extra special. It’s almost as if  
garlic and sweet glorious cookies came together and had a 
baby. This strain will help any highly strung day fade into the 
distance, allowing the patient to fully relax. GMO rosin also 
helped a lot with pain management compared to the other 
equally amazing strains. The amazing flower by Item 9 Labs 
is available at Nirvana Center. The Rosin is for viewing only 
and is not for sale. Reviewed by Dietrich Dash.

Strawberry OG Live Hash Rosin Batter | $60/g MSRP
WTF | Mint Dispensary

GMO Rosin | Patient Pressed (NFS)
Item 9 Labs | Nirvana Center

WTF is exactly what I said as soon as I opened 
this jar. The terpenes in this are absolutely insane!! 
A very noticeable gas smell with strong hints of  
citrus just punch you in the face. The pine is perfectly 
combined with a zesty orange flavor to create this 
unique sweet gassy jam. This wet jelly like Live Hash 

Rosin is definitely more for the connoisseur with the 
effects coming in strong and the terps hitting hard 
a dab will definitely do you and should last a couple 
hours. Reviewed by Arturo Delgado.

This was my first time trying OG Kush Breath from The Vault at 
The Mint Dispensary. I was pleasantly impressed. Going into this 

flower experience, I already knew I would be a fan due to this being 
at least half  OG Kush - a staple strain for any medical cannabis 
consumer. A rumored descendant of  Girl Scout Cookies, this strain 
provides heavy body effects. It’s got some berry and vanilla flavors 
on inhale. Great for chronic pain or severe stress. Reviewed by 
Dietrich Dash.

MAC Live Hash Rosin Jam | $70/g MSRP
WTF | Mint Dispensary

OG Kush Breath | $15/g MSRP
The Vault | The Mint Dispensary
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Cheese, gasoline and pine trees. My taste buds are activated 
by the smell alone and this one will make you drool before 
you even fire it up. I am new to this hybrid mix and so 
pleasantly surprised by the effects and flavors. Citral 
Skunk is mixed with GG#4 to make a powerfully flavored 
hybrid that blends the earthiness of  GG#4 and the funk 
of  legendary skunk strains. Welcome back to the old 
days with this hybrid blend. Feels like the very first time. 
Reviewed by Michael Cassini.

Jet Fuel is a well known sativa dominant hybrid while Sherbert, heir to 
the GSC throne, is an indica dominant hybrid. When the good people at 
Mad Terp Labs combined them to make this beautiful shatter, the results 
were amazing! The flavors just compliment each other wonderfully. 
With a diesel taste coupled with sweet creamy hints 
of  fruit, this shatter is definitely a treat. Enjoy the 
relaxing effects of  Sherbert but cerebral effects 
of  the Jet Fuel this strain is perfect for mid-day. 
Reviewed by Arturo Delgado.

One of  my favorite things about Platinum Bubba OG 
is I get a taste of  both pine and earth. The herbal, 
earthy ground flavor of  Bubba and that super strong 
OG Kush (platinum OGK). This is a win-win for 
most patients. Expect to feel happy and bubbly 
with a reason to have fun without knowing 
why. Great for day or night look forward to 
the relaxing moments and also a well rested 
night of  sleep. Reviewed by Dietrich Dash.

Koko nuggz who??? These sweet little nugs deliver the real power in 
the form of  THC. Pop one to go part-mellow or eat the whole bag 
for the full-mellow. The cocoa dusting on the outside makes them 

taste like cocoa puffs cereal. This rice puff  treat hits big on chocolatey 
flavor and effects. The on-site kitchen at Mint Dispensary makes sure 

you get the freshest edible treats available. Reviewed by Michael Cassini.

First off, keep in mind the considerable difference from flower 
to concentrate. Now consider that WTF brings the heat with 
every product they drop. This is some straight gasoline my 
friends. GMO Cookies is one of  my favorites for a couple 
reasons. First, cookies fam. Second, this is one of  the classic 
cookies products of  all the amazing cookie line-up. Save this 
one for the end of  the day or during that period after you’ve 
finished dinner. Pick up at The Mint Dispensary. WTF for 

the win! Reviewed by Dietrich Dash.

There is no better way to chase the 
stress and the bad spirits away than 
this Hemp + Sage combo preroll. 
Enjoy soothing flavors of  burning sage 
and craft hemp with every puff. I’m 
impressed with this craft hemp brand 
and cannot wait to try the other strain 
effects. Two Bear Farms is located in 
Oregon, but they ship nationwide so 
that anyone may enjoy the classiest 
flavors and effects that hemp has to offer. 
Reviewed by Michael Cassini.

Citral Glue | $12/g MSRP
Phoenix Cannabis Co. | Nature’s Medicines

Jet Fuel Sherbert Shatter | $30/g MSRP
Mad Terp Labs | Green Pharms Dispensary

Platinum Bubba OG Sugar Wax | $32/g MSRP
Mad Terp Labs | Nirvana Center

Mellow Nugz | $14 MSRP
Sofa King | Mint Dispensary

GMO Cookies Live Shatter | $33/g MSRP
WTF | Mint Dispensary

Preroll 75% Hemp 25% White Sage | $6
Two Bear Farms | www.twobears.farm

54 S e a s o n  0 3S e a s o n  0 3
E p i s o d e  0 3E p i s o d e  0 3



Have you been to the south 
By The Lunch Blunt Podcast
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We had the wonderful opportunity to sit down and enjoy one of, if 
not the best burger I have ever tried in my 37 years on this marble. 
The boys Derex and Anthony have teamed up to create a taste 
bud delight, not only are the smoked burgers savory, the spicy 
pickles will definitely make you shut your mouth. They topped off 
the evening with a desert from the heavens, a homemade banana 
pudding. Derex and Anthony are no strangers to our community, 
they are also the original HyKreations, a company that specializes 
in nutrients and counseling for all your growing needs. Enjoy this 
mouth watering experience and follow them on instagram @
hybtts_az to make sure you get your hands and lips on one of 
these ground rounds.

What is the difference between 
smoked burgers and grilled burgers?
Derex: In the south it is what we do, we’re original. If you come over 
to my house, first thing I’m going to do is feed you. If you grew 
up in the south, you know there are a lot of poor communities, 
what if your gas is off? A lot of people can’t pay their bills, the first 
thing they pull out is a grill. In the south, the first thing you learn 
to barbeque is a smoked burger. Most people think it’s one of the 
most difficult things to do, they put them on the grill and they just 
fall apart. So the difference is no flame touches it, you get 100% of 
the smoke flavor, and all you can taste are the ingredients in every 
single bite. Versus a flame burger where you’re going to taste the 
heat from the fire, there is going to be some sort of charcoal taste, 
but you are not going to get any smoke flavor.

What makes your burger one of a kind?
Anthony: First off, ground beef isn’t very common, you get a lot 
of smoked pork. We take our time, cooked entirely with smoke, 
no open flame. We are using an 80/20, pretty much your typical 
hamburger. We have our nice seasoning that’s our secret.

What kind of smoke are you guys using?
Derex: Well, in the south we have a lot of pecan trees, we went over 
to New Mexico and picked up a lot of pecan wood. We come back 
and we mix it, we’re scientists so we realize that different types of 
smoke mixed together brings out a different flavor. Our goal was 
to have a nice smoked sweet burger, with some spicy pickles.

Anthony: We do a southern style smoked burger, definitely one of 
a kind, not a very common item, but it is very good. Every patty we 
make has a smoke ring in there, definitely a treat. We also have the 
shut your mouth hot pickles, everyone seems to really like them, 
the feedback has been great.

How did you formulate the seasoning?
Anthony: Derex brought it up, he started that recipe originally. He 
said, “you gotta try this,” so after the first one I was like, “okay that’s 
pretty good.” After having the second one and it tasting exactly 
the same, I was convinced, it was just so good.

Why did you name your pickles “Shut Your Mouth”?
Anthony: At first it’s not hot, but you got that crunch, the dill 
taste, and then afterwards that heat lights you up. But it’s not 
overwhelming, it doesn’t stay there forever.

How do you keep the crunch on your pickles?
Anthony: We just take our time with the fermentation process, 
that’s probably the most important for us. We spice them with 
different types of peppers, we get them locally sourced through 
some of the farming connections that we have made. We get our 
locally sourced cucumbers as well.

Do these pickles come inside the burger?
Anthony: You know what, we have been throwing them on the 
side, sometimes people just want sauce, sometimes they want 
sauce and a pickle, it’s made available whenever you pick one up.

How can people order a jar of these fire pickles?
Anthony: You can email us or get at us through instagram @
hybtts_az to place your order, we ship nationwide. Our 15oz jar is 
$10 and the 32oz jar of pickles will run you $20.

hybtts_az

hybtts_az



Since joining The Cannabis Cactus, marijuana has revealed to me 
different faces and has opened a new world of applications: its 
practical and medicinal uses, and also, a large community that 
uses it recreationally. I have consumed the plant to calm my 
headaches, as well as the symptoms when I am sick, in addition 
to having used it in a playful way with my friends, as a way to 
decompress my mind and the stress of life - all of these uses are 
acceptable. In the same way that one might have a glass of wine 
either alone or with your colleagues at the end of the day, I smoke 
a bowl of good marijuana. During the 5 years that I have been 
consuming the plant, I have observed different consumers and 
their way of expressing themselves when they are consuming. I 
have noticed that the use of the expression “medicate” to smoke a 
joint, a bowl or dabs is spreading, when what they are really doing 
is getting high without an obvious medical need for it.
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This way of expressing oneself has originated in the United States, 
where marijuana is becoming commonly legal for medical use. I 
have observed that some people without apparent serious health 
problems access the medical card to integrate into the system 
to have access to the drug legally. I know that there are patients 
with chronic pain, cancer, glaucoma and people who really suffer 
from psychological problems. However, I think it is alarming that 
people who do not suffer from these pain or trauma problems take 
advantage of certain legal gaps in order to access the diversity 
of products that grow every day in the marijuana market. This 
path distorts the broad spectrum of therapeutic properties offered 
by this plant and to those who consume it as an alternative to 
abrasive treatments for their health.

A problem:

I know it sounds radical, but let’s be honest. Do you use marijuana 
to help you live a life without serious physical pain, to help you 
in your cancer treatment or to deal with serious psychological 
problems such as war trauma? If it is not one of the above reasons, 
but instead that you have been diagnosed with anxiety about living 
life and suffering disappointments is not enough of a reason to be 
a regular consumer of the plant and use the medical system to 
access it. Be brave, face life. You are only hiding a problem that 
cannot be treated with marijuana. We all suffer each passing year: 
family pressure, work and emotional shock, and even boredom, 
but it is no excuse to take advantage of the system and the term 
“medicate”.

Let’s assume the truth:

We must continue fighting for full legalization, but we cannot take 
advantage of the system because you cannot live without smoking 
a joint. In that case, you are not prepared to take responsibility for 
being a marijuana consumer, and sooner or later, you will just end 
up abusing it. In addition, we must put ourselves in the place of 
administration, which currently sees marijuana as a drug at the 
same level as other substances, and the only way to change this 
idea is to be honest with ourselves and take responsibility for our 
consumption habits towards society we live. It’s okay to get high, 
but the one of the worst things you can do to our community, to 
those who really depend on the medicinal qualities of cannabis to 
live a normal life, is to get high and call it medicine. 

If you wanna get high, be honest with yourself and let’s normalize 
recreational use of cannabis.

Conclusion:

Definitions:
According to the dictionary, the definition of “to medicate,” is the 
treatment of a condition by consuming a medication or drug with 
the purpose of bringing comfort and health to the affected person. 
However, too many people I’ve met use this term to refer to simply 
getting high, which is defined as getting intoxicated with a drug 
whose purpose is to alter your mental state. It seems worrying 
to me that the United States is using this expression so freely, 
because in other countries where this term isn’t known, such 
as my home country of Spain, we will begin to copy it without 
knowing the responsibility that this term entails. The use of the 
term “medicate” is being perpetuated by the legal system that 
trains/forces by law that users call themselves patients… even 
if they just wanna get high. I like to smoke and I do not negate 
the amazing benefits (some medical) from my recreational use of 
cannabis, but am I comfortable labeling myself a patient? Am I 
sick because I enjoy smoking a joint?

The United States has become the international example to follow. 
It has been one of the first countries in the world to legalize and 
create local regulatory systems, making it the role model for 
many countries in the world. Simply because it has been one of 
the pioneers in taking this great step towards the normalization 
and introduction of marijuana in modern society, the United States 
has a great responsibility with the rest of the countries. Only its 
consumers have the power to make this plant 100% legal, and the 
only way to do it is to be honest with their consumption habits: is 
it used as a true medicine or to get high? Again, there is nothing 
wrong with getting high. A transparent attitude will give us a 
mature and responsible image that will contribute to a complete 
legalization of the recreational and medical uses of marijuana in 
the face of the government administration of the country, and 
will also stop seeing the plant as a threat to public health. If we 
misrepresent the reasons we use the plant, a status quo is created 
and the true reasons for its use are hidden, causing legalization to 
be slowed due to lack of honesty on the part of the consumer. The 
result is that the introduction of responsible cannabis legalization 
is completely stopped because the government sees it as an 
irresponsibility towards our health.

Be honest and mature for the 
government administration:

“...we cannot take 
advantage of the 
system because 
you cannot live 

without smoking 
a joint. In that 

case, you are not 
prepared to take 
responsibility for 
being a marijuana 

consumer, and 
sooner or later, you 

will just end up 
abusing it.”

by Irene Llorente
Definitions:



Part 6: 
Commit or Eat ShitScale Up

I can finally talk.

At first I only made weak sounds but my jaw seemed to hold. I quickly 
progressed: mumbling, glue-sniffer whispers, now I’m sounding more 
like a sleep-deprived information desk clerk on a Monday, but, I can use 
my lungs:

“Hey! Anyone there? I’m good now!”

Some steps approach

“I need a drink please! Actually, can we talk?”

Tired face and serious look, even with the tent open I can only see the 
upper part of my host.

“You’re already awake, that’s a fast recovery! Yes we can talk sweetie, 
about how I get rid of you for example,” he’s looking down on me. This 
is probably my unique opportunity. I quickly answer.

“I’d be glad to but I’m not sure I can stand up, let alone walk.”

He takes a breath: “It’s been 34 hours, you’ll be doing fine. Oh, you 
might wanna do yearly checkup for cancer now. Those nanites will fix a 
rocket hole, but you should not use them too long after they go stale... 
It’s up to you, I’ll ship you to a cheap doc and make us even. You did 
save me some trouble. Tomorrow, and don’t look for me after that.” 

“I really thought you were dead when they defaulted XX Inc.”

He stops still for 2 seconds, his eyes are killers.

Through his clenched teeth, he manages to articulate, “Best cash cow 
ever my friend, this one would have kept any city mayor in place for 
decades.” He sounds short-breathed, you hit him hard Denis, that’s your 

opening, unique opportunity!

“Talking about finance, I have an offer. You send me to a decent shop 
and I pay for my surgery, better balance for both of us.”

“Now don’t push it young man, I don’t need your advice and no one’s 
checking my lost and profits accounts.”

“I went to night city Saint Richard, I have some connections.”

“So what you fucking dick-head, want a medal? Those damned grey-
suits and their neuro-programming corpo bullshit! What’s the use for 
your kind?”

It’s now or never: “I give you that, the suits suck, but I could shift money. 
But no, the real reason you should listen to me is I bought a whole 
box of mister X-rays sneakers when I turned 13. And I got all the guys 
wearing them for the school trip to Nature Square.”

“Nature Square, the neo-zen corpo exclusive park, only connected by 
express-maglev?”

“Yes”

He shows a small rictus.

“The mister X-rays, the ones that show big johnsons on security 
scanners?”

“Right on!”

He bursts into laughter and slaps his knees, I did it

“Alright, you might be my last true fan now and you do have some grit, 
you may be of some use.”

written by Sylvan Trias
and Paul Ekman Lloyd
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SUN CITY, AZ 85351 
(623) 214-0801

ARIZONA CANNABIS SOCIETY 
EL MIRAGE, AZ 85335
(888) 249-2927

Arizona mmj trading co 
COOLIDGE, AZ 85128 
(520) 723-7710

Arizona NATURAL REMEDIES
PHOENIX, AZ 85027 
(623) 582-0436

ARIZONA ORGANIX 
GLENDALE, AZ 85301 
(623) 937-2752

AZ Natural Selections
MESA, AZ 85204 
(480) 272-9888

PEORIA, AZ 85345 
(623) 878-5954

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85260 
(480) 575-1245

bloom dispensaries
AMERICAN ORACLE, AZ 85623 
(520) 576-6088

PHOENIX, AZ 85034 
(602) 396-5757

SEDONA, AZ 86336 
(520) 293-3315

TUCSON, AZ 85705 
(520) 293-3315

BOTANICA Dispensary
TUCSON, AZ 85741 
(520) 395-0230

Cave Creek cannabis
CAVE CREEK, AZ 85331 
(480) 488-2979

CuraLeaf
PHOENIX, AZ 85012 
(602) 466-1087 

PHOENIX, AZ 85014 
(602) 354-3094 

PHOENIX, AZ 85040 
(480) 739-0366 

PHOENIX, AZ 85023 
(602) 388-4400 

YOUNGTOWN, AZ 85363 
(623) 444-5977 

Debbies Dispensary
Bullhead City, AZ 86442
(833) 332-2437 

PEORIA, AZ 85382 
(833) 332-2437

PHOENIX, AZ 85027 
(623) 233-5133

desert bloom re-leaf center
TUCSON, AZ 85710 
(520) 886-1760

Desert Rose
PHOENIX, AZ 85085 
(623) 516-7881

THE GIVING TREE WELLNESS 
MESA, AZ 85204 
(480) 272-9888

PHOENIX, AZ 85027 
(623) 242-9080

tHE GOOD DISPENSARY
MESA, AZ 85202 
(480) 900-8042

THE GREEN HALO 
TUCSON, AZ 85756 
(520) 664-2251

The Green House 
GLENDALE, AZ 85308 
(623) 385-1310

The Holistic Center
PHOENIX, AZ 85024 
(602) 842-5790

THE MEDICINE ROOM 
WINSLOW, AZ 86047 
(928) 852-4169

The Mint Dispensary
GUADALUPE, AZ 85283 
(480) 749-6468

tHE pHOENIX dISPENSARY
TOLLESON, AZ 85353 
(480) 420-0377

the prime leaf
TUCSON, AZ 85712 
(520) 447-7463

TOTAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
PATIENT CARE 

BENSON, AZ 85602 
(520) 586-8710

trubliss organics
MESA, AZ 85212 
(480) 325-5000

TRUMED 
PHOENIX, AZ 85008 
(602) 275-1279

Untamed herbs
PAYSON, AZ 85541 
(928)474-2420

URBAN GREENHOUSE 
PHOENIX, AZ 85017 
(480) 361-0078

VALLEY OF THE SUN 
GOODYEAR, AZ 85338 
(623) 932-3859

WHITE MOUNTAIN 
HEALTH CENTER INC 

SUN CITY, AZ 85351 
(623) 374-4141

WICKENBURG ALT MEDICINE 
EL MIRAGE, AZ 85335 
(623) 478-2233

xtra laboratories 
CBD Dispensary

TEMPE, AZ 85281
(480) 968-6569

Yilo superstore
PHOENIX AZ 85032 
(602) 539-2828

ZEN DISPENSARY 
NEW RIVER AZ 85087 
(623) 936-9333

herb’n dispensary
PHOENIX, AZ 85021 
(602) 900-4557

HIGH MOUNTAIN HEALTH 
FLAGSTAFF AZ 86001 
(928) 774-5467

mETRO mEDS
PHOENIX, AZ 85051 
(602) 870-8700

JAMESTOWN CENTER 
YUMA, AZ 85365 
(928) 344-1735

KIND MEDS INC 
MESA, AZ 85210 
(480) 686-9302

KOMPO CARE 
TAYLOR, AZ 85939 
(928) 536-5151

LEAF LIFE dispensary 
CASA GRANDE, AZ 85122 
(520) 350-9880

Level Up Dispensary
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85260 
(480) 420-3300

MMJ APOTHECARY 
WICKENBURG, AZ 85390 
(928) 684-8880

Mohave green dispensary
MOHAVE VALLEY, AZ 86440 
(928) 768-4665

Monarch Wellness
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85258 
(480) 991-3752

muv dispensary
PHOENIX, AZ 85022
(602) 358-8771

NATURAL REMEDY PATIENT ctr. 
SAFFORD, AZ 85546 
(928) 432-6959

Nature MEd
TUCSON, AZ 85743 
(520) 620-9123

Nature’s Medicines
FOUNTAIN HILLS, AZ 85268 
(480) 400-2000

PHOENIX, AZ 85009 
(480) 400-2222

NATURE’S WONDER 
APACHE JUNCTION, AZ 85120 
(480) 982-1529

Nirvana Center
APACHE JUNCTION, AZ 85120 
(602) 354-3630

PHOENIX, AZ 85009 
(602) 730-3236

PRESCOTT VALLEY, AZ 
(928) 227-2441

TEMPE, AZ 
(480) 378-6917

Nova Dispensary
MESA, AZ 85202 
(480) 912-4444
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oASIS dISPENSARIES south
CHANDLER, AZ, 85248 
(602) 903-3665

ORGANICA PATIENT GROUP 
CHINO VALLEY, AZ 86323 
(928) 636-5566

PARC dispensary
PHOENIX, AZ 85034 
(602) 437-1645

PHOENIX RELIEF CENTER 
PHOENIX, AZ 85041 
(602) 276-3401

PHYTOTHERAPEUTICS 
OF TUCSON 

SIERRA VISTA, AZ 85635 
(520) 335-8570

PONDEROSA Releaf
PEORIA, AZ 85345 
(623) 877-3934

PURPLE MED healing center 
TUCSON, AZ 85745 
(520) 398-7338

rEEF dISPENSARY
PHOENIX, AZ 85043
(480) 999-4748

QUEEN CREEK, AZ 85142 
(480) 550-9121

Sky dispensaries
PHOENIX, AZ 85044 
(480) 350-7624

MESA, AZ 85205 
(480) 350-7624

PHOENIX, AZ 85044 
(602) 812-4695

SUPERIOR dispensarY
PHOENIX, AZ 85043
(602) 926-9100

swc DIspensaries
TEMPE, AZ 85281 
(480) 245-6751

PRESCOTT, AZ 86301
(928) 778-5900

Swell farmacy 
PHOENIX, AZ 85023 
(602) 388-4400

PHOENIX, AZ 85014 
(602) 354-3094

PHOENIX, AZ 
(480) 739-0366

YOUNGTOWN, AZ 85363 
(623) 444-5977

Territory Dispensary
CHANDLER, AZ 85226
(480) 636-8032

MESA, AZ 85212
(480) 307-6880

WINSLOW, AZ 86047
(928) 852-4169

THE DOWNTOWN DISPENSARY 
TUCSON, AZ 85705 
(520) 838-0492

EARTH’S HEALINg 
TUCSON, AZ 85714 
(520) 395-1432

ENCANTO GREEN CROSS 
PHOENIX, AZ 85009 
(888) 633-7411

Emerald Dispensaries
GILBERT, AZ 85233 
(480) 361-0078

PHOENIX, AZ 85051
(623) 271-6065

FARM FRESH Dispensary
LAKE HAVASU, AZ 86404 
(928) 733-6339

GREEN MEDICINE 
TUCSON, AZ 85710 
(520) 886-1003

Green Pharms
FLAGSTAFF, AZ 86004 
(928) 522-6337

MESA, AZ 85209 
(480) 410-6705

GREEN HILLS PATIENT CENTER 
SHOW LOW, AZ 85901 
(928) 537-4888

green sky patient center 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85260 
(480) 575-1245

Greenhouse of flagstaff
FLAGSTAFF, AZ 86001 
(928) 351-7775

GREENMED INC 
RICO, AZ 85648 
(520) 281-1587

hANA mEDS
KINGMAN, AZ 86409 
(928) 692-0000

SAHUARITA, AZ 85614 
(520) 289-8030

Harvest Dispensaries
AVONDALE, AZ 85323 
(623) 792-5032

GUADALUPE, AZ 85283 
(623) 404-1420

COTTONWOOD, AZ 86326 
(928) 634-5233

LAKE HAVASU, AZ 86403 
(928) 453-9333

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85260 
(480) 948-3737

TEMPE, AZ 85284 
(480) 777-2100

health for life Dispensaries
MESA, AZ 85207
(480) 400-1170

MESA, AZ 85212 
(480) 888-0247

MESA, AZ 85215
(480) 830-8251

HERBAL WELLNESS CENTER 
PHOENIX, AZ 85019 
(602) 635-3502
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Current cultivations will also work to bring new phenotypes of 
favorite strains with the hope of bringing something new to what 
already exists on the market. I have grown Super Silver Haze, and 
I have tried many different versions of it grown throughout the 
country. Each cut of that strain has been different from what I know 
from experience, simply because of the conditions it was grown in 
were different, or the source for the seed might differ from my own. 
The effects might share similarities, but the quality will depend 
greatly on the conditions and skill of those cultivating. It could 
be why, I might try some GDP at one place near me, but across 
town their GDP is totally different. This could be in the effect, or 
it could be in the overall quality of the bud. It is becoming a fact 
that differences in quality will become known, and how patients 
respond will reflect that quality.

That said, many dispensaries and their management are 
encountering problems with websites that help to update displays 
for our menus. At times there is no way to add or edit details or 
descriptions, so we are left to use blanket descriptors according 
to a website that patients might use for guidance. When those 
who use these websites have their product in hand, they might 
find it isn’t exactly as what was stated on the website in effect 
or appearance. Due to differences in phenotypes, breeding, and 
cultivation conditions, those effects that were described can differ 
slightly to greatly, so it then becomes our job to provide good intel 
on the strain. In Arizona, I have had what I’ve known as a strong 
sativa, be a heavy indica. I have also had a vendor tell me about 
their best indica they have never tried, and have it turn out to be 
a hybrid that affects those sensitive to a sativa. It will always vary 
region to region, and with current online menu options, there isn’t 
always a way to communicate the changes to those who need the 
products fast enough.

I am happy that this diversity exists, as it allows companies room to 
improve by learning from one another, as well as giving dispensaries 
options for their patients. It can come down to the budtenders 
and their knowledge of product or cultivation origin to best assist 
those buying the strain. It lands on our shoulders to connect with 
patients on the differences they might see or feel, and why they 
exist. As patient counselors, knowledge will always be the best 
way to help others, and knowing how something is cultivated will 
expand your ability to do so, including the function within your role 
of better serving the patient. Expand your experience, and search 
for the fundamental differences that will exist between vendors 
in your region. Be aware of what is said about the product online 
versus what you have in store. Ask questions of colleagues, other 
patients, and trusted friends around you if you need feedback, and 
use all you know to better help those you serve.

by Adrian Ryan

Cactus-Cultivation
A Push for Knowledge

I had the opportunity to run my own inventory, years ago in 
Midtown Phoenix dispensary and when doing so, I was able to 
decide the placement of each pound of flower that came into 
our dispensary, as well as help to steer our boat. Often we would 
have an opportunity to try the new strains and revisit old ones 
depending on our time frame for putting new product out. This 
was often important so we could distinguish grade and effects 
for placement on our menu. A strain from one grower could differ 
greatly in quality based on how it is grown, so finding the best 
price tier was important to assure quality to patients for their 
budget. Those same growers were often pheno-hunters, working 
to find the one strong seed or mother in a market flooded with 
similar strains. In doing so, we often tested strains to see what 
the difference in effects were compared with popular websites, as 
they could range as widely as the grow conditions themselves. It 
was even with this “research” along with my budtender team that 
our main guide had to continually be a popular info site that added 
strain details to our menu selection. This challenge was overcome 
best when simply communicated to patients what to expect when 
they made their decisions.

Grow conditions of a cultivation may or may not have details 
available to you when shopping at a dispensary, but law will make 
current testing mandatory. In honesty it is the testing, specifically 
ppm (parts per million) of any other elements over 1000ppm, 
these details would influence my choices more than anything with 
the exception being, testing positive for mold. If I were to know the 
cultivation and its practices, I might not need to have suspicions 
about mold testing as I would know details about that grow. 
Details like if it is clean and well managed, or if it is derelict. I often 
find that hydro or aeroponics, though more expensive in Arizona, 
will put out reliably strong product while also requiring those high 
standards for cleanliness. It would also matter to know when I am 
dealing with cannabis grown outdoors or in greenhouses, as these 
will not always be as high in THC, but will carry high amounts or 
a heavier concentration of CBD derivatives. The grow conditions 
of outdoor cannabis in Arizona also require extra care or extensive 
product to succeed in the arid conditions of Arizona. This could 
mean pest control, PGRs (plant growth regulators), or additional 
nutrients applied during growth to improve the quality of the final 
product, which can affect quality if not flushed properly. Being 
able to identify and look for elements in the ppm testing like high 
potassium, nitrogen (from rich fertilizer), and iron will benefit you 
greatly. Knowing these details about grow operations can influence 
patients as some might want strict organic, or specifics about 
what additional nutrients are going into their cannabis.
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ARIES
Remember that you are your own worst critic. Try not to be so 
hard on yourself. Sometimes the easiest way to release those 
feelings is to drop everything and set off on new adventures. 
There is more waiting for you out there in this great world and 
plenty of fun people to meet along the way.

LIBRA
You may be noticing increased energy levels. The stars and 
strains are aligned with an energizing presence this month. Use 
this time to take on that task you’ve been procrastinating on. No 
project is too big. If you stay focused on the small steps, the big 
things will happen automatically.

CANCER
Nobody needs cannabis to relax, but it sure does help. Life is 
chaotic, taking time to keep your balance is necessary this month 
as spring blooms. Keep working on your goals, but always take 
care of your essential needs first. Eat well, sleep well, and spend 
time in quiet solitude. You won’t regret the extra care.

CAPRICORN
Some stuff in life just doesn’t matter. Hone your ability to 
understand the true importance of things. If you look deep down, 
you know what is important to you. Accept who you are and be 
proud of it, it is the only thing that makes you unique. When you 
correctly value the things around you, you will also be valued.

TAURUS
Embrace the changes that have taken place in your life over the 
last year. Learn to let go of the past and welcome in the future. 
With changes come new ideas and new purpose. Focus on the 
people in your life, do not let yourself get distracted by the 
material things that can rob you of your future.

SCORPIO
Learn to make quick decisions. This does not mean to be 
impulsive, rather to quickly calculate the pros/cons for each path 
and choose. Then, move forward and commit to your choice. 
There aren’t many wrong paths in this life, and you usually only 
get lost when you doubt yourself. Look for guidance in the silence.

LUCK

LUCK

LUCK

LUCK
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LUCK

LUCK

LUCK

LUCK 

LUCK

LUCK

SAGITTARIUS
Springtime brings opportunity for growth. Whatever your usual 
routine is, do the opposite.  If you are generally social, take some 
time to yourself to reflect on life. If you are a homebody, get out 
and be social this month. Growth is driven by new activities and 
new people. Don’t be afraid to change it up, it will get easier.

GEMINI
Money can be stressful, but this shouldn’t be your focus in life. 
When you do what you love, it will be recognized. Your style is your 
own, don’t try to do it any other way. Be confident in your efforts, 
because you are prepared for new challenges. Try smoking high-
terpene indica strains to keep your energy balanced this month.

VIRGO
Learn to say ‘No.’ This is a skill that must be honed. Practice saying 
‘No’ to easy things and build your strength. Life is a balancing act. 
Stay active, but be sure not to over commit to anything and know 
your limits. Lots of opportunity will be coming your way and you 
may have to choose based on your priorities.

PISCES
Don’t fret over small mistakes. Learn from them and move on. 
You will always make errors and that’s okay. Nobody has ever 
been perfect, and YOU will never be perfect. Take it all in stride 
and keep moving forward. Life can’t get easier if you become your 
own obstacle along the way. Puff a joint and get out of the way

LEO
Listen carefully to what the people around you are saying. Try not 
to react to every word, but instead absorb the feeling that they are 
conveying. Words can say a lot, but they are always incomplete. 
Trust your gut for making decisions in the coming months but 
open yourself up to new ideas too. Stay fresh.

AQUARIUS
Don’t let yourself get lost in your own head. Keep your body 
worked and rested and your mind will settle down. Life is hard, but 
life is also easy. Next time you feel lost, just remember that there 
is no map, there are no boundaries. To be lost only means you are 
in a new place. Learn that new place and you won’t be lost.

STARS AND STRAINS

OG Lime Cookies
WTF | The Mint

Mimosa
Urban Greenhouse

Barry White
Phoenix Cannabis Co.

Now & Later
Item 9 Labs

Platinum Bubba
Mad Terp Labs

Candy Rain
Mohave Cannabis

Dosi #9
Boosted Extracts

GMO Cookies
WTF | The Mint

OG Kush Breath
The Vault | The Mint

Citral Glue
Phoenix Cannabis Co.
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S e l f  R e f l e c t

Orange Creamsicle
Clean Concentrates

Recommended Listening: El Faro by Colores Santos

Gorilla Glue #5
Mohave Reserve
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