
Post-Disaster Giving Simulation 
Developed by David Campbell 

 
One way to help students to learn the complexities of giving is to simulate giving in response to a 
disaster. After all, disasters prompt a great outpouring of financial support, and donors are faced 
with myriad options.  For this simulation, I break the class into two groups, givers and recipient 
organizations.  
 
Prior to the class session, I reach out to ten students (two for each of the five recipient 
organizations). I ask the students to study information about the organizations, either provided by 
me or through the organization’s website; and to come to class prepared to advocate for financial 
support for their organization.  I give the teams ten minutes at the start of class to work together 
to prepare their funding pitch.  
 
I break the rest of the class into teams of two. This past semester, I had 32 students in my class, 
so there were 16 teams. Each team is given $1000 to give away. The teams have 30 minutes to 
learn about each of the five possible recipient organizations, by visiting the organization 
representatives and asking questions.  
 
At the end of the 30 minutes, they award their $1000 (divided up however they would like) to 
some combination of the five recipients. We then discuss the challenges the organization 
representatives faced in making the case for giving and the reasons why each group made its 
giving choices.  
 
The disaster on which I based this simulation is the hurricanes that hit Houston in late summer 
2017.  

 
Giving Options 

 
 
Your group must make the case for why it should receive the donation the students in the class. 
Each team of two students will have $1000 to give away.  
 
 

1.  Give Directly.  www.givedirectly.org.  Give Directly provides cash assistance to people 
in need.  The theory of change advanced by the organization is that people in need (or in 
crisis following a disaster), simply need cash and they can make the best decisions about 
how to use money to address the problems they face.  Following Hurricane Harvey, Give 
Directly provided cash assistance to residents of one neighborhood in which many houses 
were severely damaged.  

 
2. Houston Food Bank.  http://www.houstonfoodbank.org  The Houston Food Bank is 

deeply embedded in the Houston, and its staff prides itself on its familiarity with the 
needs of the community.  The Food Bank was recently named Food Bank of the year by 
the national association of which it is a member.  After the hurricane, many people lost 

http://www.givedirectly.org/
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/


their homes and were without food.  The Food Bank is an essential resource for people in 
need of emergency food assistance.  

 

3. Red Cross. www.redcross.org   The Red Cross is the go to organization for disaster 
response.  Its mission is to response to disasters all over the world.  Because of its 
expertise in disaster, it can mobilize volunteers and respond to emergencies as soon as 
they happen.  The Red Cross has the scale and resources to be effective in meeting the 
immediate needs of people affected by disaster.  

 

4. The Garcia Family’s GoFundMe campaign.  (Check out this page for examples of 
campaigns for people affected by disaster.)  The Garcia family house in the South 
Braeswood neighborhood of Houston was completely flooded after Hurricane Harvey. 
They lost all their possessions and the house needs major renovations.  The family has 
lived in the house for 5 years and still has ten years left on their mortgage.  FEMA and 
flood insurance only cover half of the cost the family will face to repair their home and 
replace the items they lost.  

 

5. Greater Houston Community Foundation.  https://ghcf.org/hurricane-relief/learn/  The 
Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund was established to address both immediate and long-term 
challenges created following Hurricane Harvey.  The Fund was created at the Greater 
Houston Community Foundation because of its deep roots in the community and history 
of effective philanthropy.  The Foundation recognizes that the challenges Houston faces 
after the hurricane will endure well beyond the first month, and it wants to make sure that 
the community has the resources it needs to address those challenges.  

http://www.redcross.org/
https://www.gofundme.com/emergency-accident-fundraising
https://ghcf.org/hurricane-relief/learn/

