
For over six decades, 
artist Francis X. 
Pavy has been 
keenly observing 
his South Louisiana 
surroundings.  
The region’s unique 

landscape and rich Cajun culture 
have been driving forces behind the 
narrative—and iconography—of his 
vibrant paintings. “I’m intrigued by 
the complexity of life here,” says Pavy, 
who’s been working out of his suburban 
Lafayette studio for 40 years. “It has 
depth and meaning; there is a story  
to be told.” 

Now, Pavy is drawing on imagery 
from his vast body of artwork for a debut 
line of textiles and wallcoverings. Take 

Marshgrass, a block print featuring small 
vertical lines rising from a horizontal 
base. He first noticed the symbol, which 
is used to designate marshland on a map, 
in a geologist’s office as a child. “I didn’t 
consciously say, ‘I need to remember 
this,’ but it became a part of an inner 
visual vocabulary that I filed away in my 
brain.” Then there is Briars, a creeping 
branch-like design inspired by thorny 
plants of the same name. As a teenager, 
Pavy watched as the sun illuminated 
a cluster growing in an empty field. 
“Sometimes, imagery makes a burning 
impression in my memory,” he says.  
“Or it comes back to me in a flash.” 

The artist, who teamed up with his 
wife to bring the line to fruition, is also 
using this opportunity to develop new 

motifs, one of which portrays coastal 
Louisiana’s delicate ecosystem. In 
Stormy Waters, Pavy depicts “flora and 
fauna overcome by storm water.” They 
adorn the fabric alongside iconography 
of a man with his dog and a small 
telephone pole symbolizing “the edge  
of civilization.” This narrative is inspired 
by the state’s historic flood, in 2016, 
and devastation the artist witnessed 
firsthand. “I’m interpreting what I see 
in Louisiana,” he explains. “We have our 
own identity in food, speech and music. 
So why shouldn’t we have our own 
unique identity in art?” shop.pavy.com

For his debut line of wallcoverings and textiles 
(top right), artist Francis X. Pavy pulled from 

iconography found in his paintings, which feature 
interpretations of South Louisiana’s culture. 

Culture StudyCulture Study
AN EYE-CATCHING LINE OF WALLCOVERINGS AND  

TEXTILES CHAMPIONS THE SPIRIT AND TRADITIONS OF LOUISIANA.
W R I T T E N  BY  K E L LY  V E LO C C I  J O L L I F F E
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