
One ancient site of Eden Valley is Dandelion Vineyard’s Red Queen

Red Queen of the Eden Valley
Shiraz 2013

Background
Dandelion Vineyards is a unique fusion of vine 
and vigneron. Our wines represent decades of 
experience, blending the fruit of our heirloom 
vineyards with the finest traditions of artisanal 
winemaking.

Dandelion Vineyards are proven plantings that 
have stood the test of time. Our wish is to nurture 
the unique character of these vineyards and 
express their terroir in our wines. 

Our winemaker Elena Brooks crowned Colin 
Kroehn’s Eden Valley Shiraz  Vineyard as our Red 
Queen whose age, altitude, aspect and slope are 
key. Colin tended his beloved Shiraz for almost 
all of his 90 years and our Red Queen is made 
entirely from his vineyard. Planted in 1912, on 
a south facing slope of limestone bed rock with 
loamy sands absolutely laden with quartzite, the 
vineyards survives to this day. The rocky outcrops 
of quartz are spectacularly coloured with 
ironstone streaks, and sit over a c.1600 million 
year old Barossa Complex basement of gneiss 
and schist.  

On April the 8th whole bunches of flavour 
ripe Shiraz were hand harvested, then gently 
crushed two thirds of the grapes over a third of 
whole bunch fruit and naturally fermented in 
open fermenters for eleven days, hand plunged 
three times a day, before careful basket pressing 
into half new and half one year old French Oak 
Barriques to finish fermentation. 

After two and a half years maturation and a 
racking in the same oak, we bottled 408 dozen 
only of this fifth vintage of Red Queen without 
filtration or fining, to capture the essence of the 
vineyard. Dandelion Vineyard’s Red Queen will 
reward cellaring and decanting. Thank you Mr. 
Kroehn.
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Tasting Notes
Colour
Deep purple-crimson.

Nose

An immensely complex, dark, brooding 
character, red and black fruits, pepper 
and spice, with liquorice and tar. 

Palate

Lingering black fruit on the palate, with 
pepper seasoning. There is an incredibly 
deep range of flavour, a mix of red and 
black berries complimented by vibrant 
pepper and leaf notes. Elegant tannins and 
lingering acidity help extend the finish 
and the overall balance is impeccable.

Drink

Perfectly matched with all richly 
flavoured foods, meats, stews, game 
or mature hard cheeses. Alluring on 
the palate our Red Queen commands 
company with food and friends.

Winemaker

Elena Brooks, BSc (Oenology) Adelaide

Specifics
Composition: 100% Shiraz
Alcohol: 14.5%
TA: 7.18g/L
pH: 3.45
Latitude 34°38’10” South
Longitude 139°05’30” East
Altitude 1441 Feet = 440 Meters

Wish you were here...

Zar Brooks, Typist   

Elena Brooks, BSc (Oenology) Adelaide, 
Winemaker


