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MAP SKILLS – CONTOURS 

  

Reference   Primary Social Studies, Grade 6 / Standard 5   

Type of Resource  Worksheet 1 / practice   

Skill    Map-reading – heights  

Resources Clay or papier mache, wire or card to form the structure, cardboard for 
height rules, rulers  

 
 
Teaching tips 
The class can make their own papier mache or clay models and then draw maps of them.  Alternatively 
you can make one or two demonstration “mountains” for the class to look at and draw its map, but this 
is less satisfactory.  The class may need to make the mountains one day and draw on them and make 
the maps another day, once they have dried out. 
 
The models can be quite rough – the important aspect of this is looking at them from above and then 
drawing them. 
 
An extension of this activity might be to try to make scale models of nearby mountains or landscape 
features using local maps and their contours as your guide. 

 

 
 
 
 



WORKSHEET

 

© MACMILLAN PUBLISHERS 2009    PHOTOCOPIABLE   WWW.MACMILLAN-CARIBBEAN.COM 

PRIMARY SOCIAL STUDIES 

Grade 6 / Standard 5 

 

 

Page 2 of 2 

 

NAME             DATE    

 
MAP SKILLS - CONTOURS 

 
Make a model of a hill or mountain.  
Use clay or papier mache.   Make one side steeper than the 
other. 
 
Mark contours on your model.  Contours are lines on a map 
linking points of equal height. 
 
Measure the height of your model.  Then use a ruler to make a 
cardboard rule to show the height in centimetres/inches.  Mark 
the rule every 2 cms or every 1 inch up one side. 
 
Stand your rule next to the mountain model at various places 
around all sides.  Mark each 2 cm or 1 inch interval on the 
model.  Join the places you have marked with a pen; draw lines 
around the model linking all the places of the same height.  
These lines are called contours. 
 
 
Draw a map of your model. 
Now stand your model mountain on a large piece of paper. This 
step will form your map.  Draw all around the base of the model.  
This is 0 or sea level.  Then move the model mountain to the 
side and look at it from above.  Look at where the contour lines 
come.  You will see that where the mountain sides are steeper 
the contours look closer together.  Where the mountain is less 
steep, the contour lines are farther apart.  
 
 
Hold the card rule vertically at the side of the mountain.  Place 
your ruler horizontally against the card rule and the mountain to 
measure the distance between the contour lines on the model.  
Measure, and mark this distance on your map.  Take several of 
these measurements for each contour line.  Try to join up the 
points you have measured for each contour line. 
 
Keep checking your map against the model mountain seen from 
above.  Finally, when you have all the contour lines in place on 
the map, label them with the heights. 
 
Give your map a title. 


