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POPULATION INCREASE 
  

Reference   Primary Social Studies, Grade 6 / Standard 5  

Type of Resource  Worksheet  / Extension   

Skill    Research, thinking skills, reasoning 

Prior Knowledge   Population increase in own country  

Resources Rate of population increase of own country (check online at UN or other 
NGO sites, and with local Government offices) 
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POPULATION INCREASE 
 

The population of the Caribbean is increasing.  Between 1950 and 1990 the growth rate for the Greater 
Caribbean region was 2.4% per year.  But this is now slowing down and is expected to be about 1.4% 
per year to about 2010. 
What is the rate of population increase for your own country? _______________________________ 
 
Why is the Caribbean population growing? 
Many families have more than 2 children.  People are living longer so there are more older people. 
 
Here are some factors which explain why the population is growing: 
 

Health care has improved. 
People have better diets. 
Fewer children die at birth or when they are very small (infant mortality has gone down). 
Women have paid maternity leave. 
There are better hospitals. 
Education is free. 
Many people like to have large families. 
There are new medicines. 
It does not cost a lot to bring up a child. 
There are more doctors and health centres. 
 
Decide whether each of these factors affects the birth rate (number of children living) or the number of 
older people living longer.  Write each factor in one of the columns. 
 
The birth rate is high People are living longer 

  
  

  
  

  

  
  

 
Why do you think the increase is now slowing down? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The birth rate is high People are living longer 

Health care has improved. Health care has improved. 
Fewer children die at birth or when they are very 
small (infant mortality has gone down). 
 

There are new medicines. 

Women have paid maternity leave. 
 

There are better hospitals. 

Education is free. 
 

People have better diets. 

Many people like to have large families. 
 

There are more doctors and health centres. 

It does not cost a lot to bring up a child. 
 

 

There are more doctors and health centres. 
 

 

 

 


