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ENDANGERED HABITATS:  CORAL REEFS 
  

Reference   Primary Social Studies, Grade 5 / Standard 4  

Type of Resource  Worksheet 1 / Extension   

Skill    Comprehension and research  

Resources   Books on coral reefs and global warming, or Internet access  

 
 
 
Teaching tips 
The passage provides an introduction/summary of the important knowledge about coral reefs and the 
threats they face.  The comprehension and following research can be done individually or in pairs. 
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ENDANGERED HABITATS: CORAL REEFS 
 

Coral reefs are a very important resource 
for most Caribbean countries.  They are 
used in various ways.  They encourage 
tourists who come to snorkel and dive.  
They provide a nursery habitat for young 
fish which are later a resource for fishing.  
Reefs also protect our shorelines from 
heavy seas and prevent flooding. 
 
 
Caribbean corals are dying off mainly 
because of climate change and global 
warming. As the seas become warmer 
they become less suitable as habitats for 
the coral and the coral cannot survive in 
the warmer temperatures. There are also 
other threats to coral reefs:  pollution of the sea; overfishing; damage from divers, boats 
and tourists; smothering by sediments brought down into the sea by rivers and caused 
by soil erosion inland; and severe hurricanes resulting from climate change. 
 
 
Coral reef habitats are areas of amazing biodiversity.  This means that they are home to 
many, many different creatures.  If coral reefs die out then so would many other species 
that rely on them for food, shelter and as places to reproduce.  
 
 
How can we preserve coral reefs? 
Some countries have formed protected marine areas.  This reduces the human impact, 
but it does not protect the reefs from sediments or from increasing temperatures caused 
by global warming.  
So the only real way to preserve coral reefs is to take global action against climate 
change.  But this is happening very slowly, and we already know that sea water 
temperatures are rising, so coral reefs may not survive. 
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ENDANGERED HABITATS: CORAL REEFS 
 
Answer the questions. 
 

1. Why are coral reefs important resources? 
 
_________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What is meant by “amazing biodiversity”? 

 
_________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What is the main threat to coral reefs? 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Name three other things which are destroying coral reefs. 

 
_________________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________  

 
5. What can we do to preserve coral reefs? 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________  

 
Use books or the Internet to research one of the following: 

* the importance of coral reefs to Caribbean tourism 
* the diversity of marine life on  a Caribbean reef 
* protected marine areas in the Caribbean 
* the causes and effects of global warming 

Present your findings to the class.


