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PLAN OF THE CLASSROOM 
  

Reference   Primary Social Studies, Grade 2 / Standard 1    

Type of Resource Lesson plan / Enrichment  

Skill    Map skills, measuring  

Prior Knowledge   Concept of what a map or plan is, and scale  

Resources Metre measuring rules or tapes, rough paper or exercise books, pencils, 
rulers, erasers, squared or graph paper if available  
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PLAN OF THE CLASSROOM 
 

Introduction  

Introduce the idea of drawing a plan of the classroom.  Remind the children of other plans or maps 
they have looked at and that they are simple pictures drawn from above.  Ask them to suggest what 
they will need to do to draw a good plan of the classroom (get the overall shape correct, measure 
accurately, use a scale – they can’t draw it at full scale, draw neatly with a ruler, etc).      

Development of Lesson  

In pairs, children draw a sketch map of the classroom.  Have them draw the classroom’s shape and the 
position of the walls, doorways, windows, cupboards and other furniture.  When they are finished, draw 
one yourself on the board, getting individuals to help you, so they can check their own sketches. 
Talk about the tools they will use for measuring and how to measure accurately.  Let all the students 
have an opportunity to measure and record – different pairs or groups could be put in charge of certain 
sections. They can record measurements on their sketch maps or can add agreed final measurements 
to the “master” sketch map on the board. 
 
Measure the length and width of the room.  Measure the doorways, windows, cupboards, etc and the 
distances from them to the walls.  (Do not measure the height of anything – ask the children why they 
don’t need to do this.) 
 
Is the classroom a regular shape?  If not, can it be divided into squares or rectangles to make it easier 
to draw? 
 
Talk about what scale they will use for the drawing.  Demonstrate with examples how to work out the 
change from the measurement on the ground to the measurement on the plan.  If necessary, you may 
have to do this with the class, on the board, for all the main measurements.  They can then use the 
scaled down measurements. 
 
Using squared paper or graph paper, pencils and rulers, children draw the walls of the classroom to 
scale.  Use thick lines for the walls and thin lines to show where the windows are.  Leave a space for 
doors. 
 
Add a key, scale and title to the plan.  
 
More able children can add dimension lines to show the ground measurements of the wall. 
 
Teaching Tips  
When drawing a plan to scale it is always good to start by drawing a rough sketch plan (not to scale), 
then measuring the floor plan carefully. 
 
Choose a simple scale for the children, for example, 1 metre on the ground = 3 cms on the plan or 1 
yard on the ground = 1 inch on the map.  Then, for example, if your classroom is 15 ft (5 yards) long,  
this will take up 5 inches on the plan. 
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If you let the children use squared paper they can have a scale of x number of squares to a 
measurement, such as a metre or a yard on the ground.  It is best to work this out for yourself and 
check to see if it works on the paper you are going to give them, before the lesson. 

Evaluation   

Check which children are having difficulty with measuring or with working out the scale.  

Extension/Adaptation  

Individual or groups of advanced children can measure and include on their plans the moveable 
furniture such as desks and chairs.  This activity can also be done with the whole class in another 
lesson.  Some students may be able to draw their scale plans using a graphics or CAD computer 
program. 
 

 

  


