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MAKE A WIND VANE 
  

Reference   Primary Social Studies, Grade 2 / Standard 1   

Type of Resource  Activity / Enrichment   

Skill    Practical data collection / wind direction 

Prior Knowledge  That the wind blows from different directions, four cardinal compass 
directions  

Resources Thin card, scissors, pencil with eraser on the end, plastic drinking straw, 
plastic cup or pot, straight pin, for each group, and sticky tape or glue and a 
marker pen to share 

 
Teaching tips 
Teachers may need to supervise the use of scissors.  
 
The attached sheet gives instructions for a group of children to work on their own to make a simple 
wind vane.  Depending on your class, you may wish to provide the arrowheads and tails already cut 
out and perhaps even cut the slots in the end of the straws.  If not, make sure the children cut the slots 
in the drinking straw both in the same directions/planes.  For a simpler version you could dispense with 
the pots, and children could simply hold their wind vanes at arm’s length by the pencil. 
 
Encourage children to work together in groups of 3 or 4 to make the wind vane.  They should then work 
out the compass directions so they can see from which direction the wind is coming.  Some students 
may need help working out how to position their pot.  If it is very windy, you may need to secure the 
pots onto a stable board or plate. 
 
Students could use their wind vane each day to check and record the wind direction for a week.  Let 
groups in the class compare their results.  One keen group could continue for the whole term or year 
and present their results to the class from time to time, but they may need to repair or renew their wind 
vane over this long period. 
 
This type of wind vane is unfortunately not robust enough to leave outside.  However, a teacher or 
parent could make a similar one using wood and a nail, on a broom handle in the ground. 
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MAKE A WIND VANE 

You will need: 

Thin card, scissors, pencil with eraser on the end, plastic drinking straw, 
plastic cup or pot, pin, sticky tape or glue, marker pen. 

Draw an arrowhead and tail on the card and cut these out. 

Cut two small slots in the ends of the straw and put the arrowhead into one 
slot and the tail into the other. Tape or glue them in place. 

Turn the pot or cup upside down. Draw a + on the bottom of the cup or pot. 
Use a marker to write the four directions correctly on the bottom of the pot. 

Push the pencil through the middle of the bottom of the cup, eraser end up. 

Put the pin down through the middle of the straw into the top of the eraser. 
Make sure the pin is in firmly but that the straw arrow can move around. 

 

Take your wind vane outside 
and position it so that the N, S, 
E and W on the pot are 
pointing in the right direction. 
(Your teacher will help you if 
you’re not sure.) 

Which way does the arrow 
point? This tells us the wind 
direction.


