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Mission: Science 
 

General notes for teaching during the COVID-19 pandemic 
 
We understand that during the COVID-19 pandemic there are new challenges with teaching Primary 
Science. You may be teaching in the classroom from a social distance, online with students studying 
at home, or a combination of the two. We have provided adaptation ideas for the first term’s worth 
of activities to assist you. It may be beneficial to spend any time you have with students in the 
classroom to undertake those activities that cannot be done at home or online. We hope this will 
help you plan your teaching effectively. 
 
Teachers could set up a safe platform for students to collaborate and share activities and support.  
Many schools have this in place but other teachers are using many online resources including Google 
Meeting, GoTo Meeting and even Facebook and WhatsApp.  Parents and carers communicate with 
the teacher on behalf of students in most schools to protect the student.  If this is in place and 
shared with parents it can encourage blended learning opportunities for students. 
 
In lower grades, social distancing may be an issue with some of the tasks if the children are not 
familiar with the rules.  If children are working in bubbles then most of the tasks can be safely 
carried out from a distance. 
 
For several activities, students might need to refer to the student book.  For example, in Grade 1, 
Unit 2, page 21 the research task refers to the pictures in the book. Alternatives are provided when 
this arises, for example using the internet or being provided with pictures if the books cannot be 
taken home.  
 
Some of the activities require a visit to a local outdoor area or market.  Social distancing and current 
regulations should be considered before these activities.  Often pictures in a magazine, examples 
from around the home or the internet put the ideas across effectively.  For example, grade 4 unit 1 
on page 17 investigation could use examples of plants used for food from food stores around the 
home.  Alternatively, plants might be grown in the garden.  Pictures could also be used for this 
activity.   
 
Several activities can be carried out effectively at home but will require information or diagrams 
from the student book.  If students are not allowed to take the student books home then these 
activities will not be possible.  In these cases alternatives are offered.  All of the activities are 
designed to use everyday materials at this level.  This is safer than using some chemical alternatives 
and often more cost effective.  The latter allows children and students to repeat investigations to 
ensure fair testing and the collection of reliable and accurate results.  The result is also that the 
activities can easily be carried out at home as the materials are usually available.   
 
All of the research tasks can be carried out from home or online. The children and parents and/or 
carers would need to be reminded of online safety before engaging in these tasks.  Students should 
be encouraged to share their findings to make the tasks meaningful.  This could be done online via a 
class or school email account.  Parents could log into the account to share the student’s work.  
Alternatively, Facebook and other platforms are being successfully used to share work and to 
encourage collaboration from a distance.  There is a Macmillan webinar which also provides ideas on 
how to do this safely and effectively, available here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwP9qzJjMv8   
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