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ESTIMATING WHEN SHOPPING 
  

Reference   Bright Sparks Mathematics Student’s Book 4 / Standard 3   

Type of Resource  Worksheet / Extension  

Skill    Using estimation skills in practical shopping activities 

Prior Knowledge   Rounding to the nearest dollar, adding  

Resources   Worksheet, pencil 

 
Teaching tips 
Students can follow up this exercise with further practice using estimation in a class shop, or in class 
problems they are asked to solve based on local circumstances.  For example, if there are vendors 
near the school, find out the price of several items and have students list these on a poster.  Together, 
round off each price to the nearest dollar or nearest fifty cents.  Periodically, make up a problem for 
students to solve using estimation skills, based on the list of available items.  For example:  “Teata 
wants to buy a sweet bread and a juice.  If she has $3, does she have enough money?”  Students 
should round off the prices, and estimate a total.  Discuss with the class what to do if the total is very 
close to the available funds, and whether such a situation might need an exact calculation. 
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ESTIMATING WHEN SHOPPING 

 
Round the prices to the nearest dollar.  Then combine them to get your answer. 
 

1.  My Auntie paid $1.20 for tomatoes and 60c for 
peppers at the market.  About how much money did 
she spend? 

       _______  
  
2.  She bought four small mangoes for 90c, and some 

pumpkin for $1.00.  About how much did these 
items cost? 

  _______     
 
3. Mum found a shirt for me at a stall.  It cost 

$9.99.  She bought two.  About how much did she 
spend? 
    _______  

 
4. The lady at the stall had a skirt for $15 and a top for 

$4.75.  About how much would it cost for both? 
_______  

 
5. Jason got fish on a bun from a man with a grill.  It 

cost $3.95.  He got a juice box for $2.  About how 
much did his lunch cost? 

    _______  
 

6. Sunita and her 3 friends each got a lunch plate of fish and macaroni pie.  It cost 
$4.95.  Was a $20 bill enough to pay for all of their lunch plates?   (yes / no) 

 
7. Enrico paid $2.25 to get kite paper and $1.95 for a ball of kite string.  Was $5 

enough to pay for both?  (yes / no) 
 
8. Janice likes rope candy.  She wants to get three pieces.  Each piece is 85c.  

About how many dollars does she need? 
  _______ 


