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General notes for teaching during the COVID-19 pandemic

Jamaica Social Studies

We understand that during the COVID-19 pandemic there are new challenges  
with teaching Primary Social Studies. 
You may be teaching in the classroom from a social distance, online with students studying at home, or a 
combination of the two. We have provided adaptation ideas for the first term’s worth of activities to assist you. It 
may be beneficial to spend any time you have with students in the classroom to undertake those activities that 
cannot be done at home or online. We hope this will help you plan your teaching effectively.

Most research and other activities can be adapted 
slightly to make use of the facilities available and the 
local conditions. For example, if students are locked 
down at home then they can make use of family 
members’ knowledge or views, and possibly even 
neighbours by interviewing outside at a distance, or 
even telephone interviews. 

Most research activities can be done at home if students 
have internet access. If not, there is often enough 
information in the Student’s Book to enable students to 
research and make notes, draw pictures, etc. If that is 
not possible students may be asked to interview family 
members and ask them what they think about the issue. 
Or they may be able to get information by observing the 
local environment. See the notes for suggestions. 

Presentations can be done to family members at home, 
or to class peers and teacher online using email, or 
video chat services such as WhatsApp or Zoom, or 
socially distanced in the classroom.

Discussions with a partner or in a small group can be 
done online using email or video chat, or the student 
can discuss the issue with a family member. Often the 
action of the student having to explain the content to an 
adult or sibling will enhance learning.

Most pair work and group activities can be done 
individually by students. However, in order to try to give 
students some group work experience, teachers may 
want to create small class groups of ‘work buddies’ – 
small groups of two or three students, usually based 
on friendship groups, who can communicate with 
each other. If students are at home then such groups 
may be able to meet outside in socially distanced 
way, or communicate online using email or video 
chat. If students are learning in a socially distanced 
classroom, then some such groups may go outside 
to communicate in a socially distanced way, while 
others, seated relatively near each other (but still 
socially distanced) in the classroom may be able to 
communicate, or work together online.

If students are in the classroom part time then it is 
helpful to prioritise those activities which cannot be 
done at home, or which are more difficult to do at 
home, and then set specific tasks for homework which 
can easily be done individually at home


