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Language Tree Support   
Student book 1
The authors of Language Tree are aware of the enormous impact coronavirus 
continues to have on students’ learning. As the new school year begins, we are 
offering support to teachers to enable you to continue using Language Tree with 
students whether they are working from home or in the classroom. 
We understand that not all students’ home environments will support their education and that some students may 
not be able to learn online. They may not have an internet connection or a device on which to work. To reduce the 
risk of pupils being left behind, activities we have provided activities which would be accessible to all. 

We have adapted some activities for the first six units of each level of Language Tree so that they can be used in a 
socially distanced classroom where pair and group work might not be possible. Others could be used as part of a 
blended learning programme where students cover some of the activities at home.

Using the books:
Most Language Tree activities can be completed by 
students working in a socially distanced classroom 
or from home. It is, however, a challenge in current 
circumstances to deliver speaking and listening, pair 
and group work to students. In a socially distanced 
classroom, whole class teaching methods must be 
adopted. 

Where students are working at home, in some cases 
discussion can take place via cell phones or laptops, 
while other students may have the support of a 
caregiver with whom they can exchange ideas. Because 
this may not always be possible, we have suggested 
alternative activities. 

Get ready
Each unit is introduced by a few questions which 
introduce the theme of the unit. Usually these would 
involve pair discussion followed by class discussion 
led by the teacher. As the questions are designed to 
draw on the pupils’ prior knowledge, students can be 
encouraged to brainstorm their answers in note form.  
They can then be invited to share their ideas with the 
class. Where possible, students working at home can 
discuss these questions with an adult; otherwise they 
can write answers in note form.

Reading
Using the whole class teaching method, talk through 
the comprehension questions before students write 
answers.  If this isn’t possible, you may ask students 
to write the answers to selected questions only. The 
questions chosen may vary according to the ability of 
the student. Students working at home can also be 
asked to answer a limited number of questions. 

Speaking and listening
This section invites students to work in pairs or in 
groups. Alternative activities are suggested for use if pair 
work isn’t possible.

Writing
The process of getting ideas for writing is usually 
facilitated by discussion and brainstorming. In a socially 
distanced class room this can take place as a class 
activity. Encourage students to brainstorm alone in 
preparation for the class discussion. Students working 
at home can brainstorm alone but you may want to 
provide extra support in the form of writing frames or 
sentence starters. 
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Get ready (page 8) alternative task

 What makes you special? Finish these sentences.

My name is__________

I am ________ years old.

I live at___________

Get ready (page 14) and Speaking and 
Listening (page 17) 

 Ask students to write their answers to these 
questions.

Get ready (page 20) alternative task

 1 Write the title of the story on page 20.

 2 Look at the picture on page 21.

• What is happening? 

• Write a sentence.

Writing (page 19) alternative task 
1. Draw a picture of someone in your family. 

2. Write a sentence about the person. 

3. Write a question to ask the person. 

4. Ask the person your question.

Speaking and listening  (page 21) 
alternative task 

 Write answers to these questions.Ask the person 
your question.

1 What was the farmer’s problem?

A. The yam was too small.

B. The yam was too big.

2  Who helped the farmer?

 What do you think will happen next? Tell your 
ideas to a grown up. 

Speaking and Listening (page 10) 
alternative task

 What do you like to do after school? Write a 
sentence.

 If you are working at home, ask a grown up to read 
your sentence.
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Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

indicates activities which can be 
done via whole-class teaching.

indicates activities which can be done 
either in class or at home. There are 
frequent suggestions to share with 
an adult – ideally, every task would 
be introduced to the student working 
from home by an adult.

indicates activities which can be 
done at home if the student is not is 
school. Ideally the student at home 
will be supported by an adult. 
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Get ready (page 26) alternative task

 Read the title and look at the pictures. 

Answer true (T) or false (F). 

1. The story is about a girl.

2. The story is about a real dog.

3. The story takes place in a shop.

Get ready (page 32) alternative task

 Think of a store you know. 

• What is it called?

• What does it sell?

Get ready (page 38) alternative task

 Read the poem, Kick a Ball, aloud twice.

• Does it rhyme?

• How many verses are there?

• Which verse do you like best?

Speaking and Listening (page 29) 
alternative task

 Draw your favourite toy. 

Answer these questions about it.

• What is it?

• What is special about it?

Speaking and Listening (page 33) 
alternative task

 Answer these questions. 

• When did you last go to a store?

• Who did you go with?

• What did you see there?

Speaking and Listening (page 39) 
alternative task

 Learn the verse you like best. 

1. Read your verse aloud lots of times.

2. Close the book and say the words again. 

3. Say the verse to the class or to someone at home. 
Don’t worry if you can’t remember it all. 

Make up actions to go with the words.  It will help you remember the 
words

Writing (page 37) alternative task

 Draw a picture of a place you like. Write answers to 
these questions.

• What is it called?

• Who do you go with?

• What do you do there?

Writing (page 43) alternative question 4

 Perform your poem to someone at home.
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