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The location and orientation  
of the housing for the poultry

1

Source of chicks (day old) 
and feed

6

The immunisation required, if it 
has not been carried out already

7

The size of the housing, based 
on the numbers of chicks to be 
reared as broilers

2

The house’s construction: materials 
needed and their source; provision   
of water, heating and lighting 

3

The equipment required: feeders, 
waterers, cleaning equipment 

4

The feed: type needed; quantity 
required; storage facilities for the feed 

5

When rearing broilers, you should 
consider the following aspects:

Eaves extended to 
keep out the rain

Broiler Coop

Wire mesh

Metal roof

Block wall

Rearing a batch of broilers Agricultural Science
for CSEC® Examinations

Bio Security

Site selection

Suppliers 

Immunisation

Make sure to keep up to 
date and accurate

8
Records

Organisation of checking, 
feeding and cleaning

9
Maintenance

Make sure this is ready when 
needed: broiler’s normally 
harvested at six weeks

10
Marketing

The costs: a balance sheet  
of the inputs and the income 

11
Accounting

Spacing

Infrastructure

Equipment

Nutrition



Land preparation methods

2 Clearing 

3 Primary Tillage 

If needed, adjust the 
cropping decision based 
on the land available

4 Secondary Tillage 

Manual methods

Mechanical methods

Commonly used by small-scale farmers 

Can be used on hilly terrain as well as on flat or   
undulating land 

Require physical strength or physical power 

Laborious, tedious and time-consuming 

May be seriously affected by a scarcity of labourers

Used extensively by large-scale farmers 

Difficult or sometimes impossible to use on hilly terrain 

Rely on power from machines 

Speedy, effective and economical 

Greatly reduce the need for manual labour
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Land 
preparation 

methods

Consider the type of 
crop that was planted 
previously, as this 
affects the current 
nutrient content of 
the soil 

Clearing the land 
is normally the 
first operation 

Remove the trees 
and heap them in 
windrows 

Select a location that 
doesn’t require inputs 
to prepare the land for 
planting – this will be both 
efficient and profitable 

Tillage refers to the breaking up of 
the soil surface and incorporating 
organic matter into the soil 

Loosens or breaks 
up the soil surface 

Obtain a tilth 
suited to the crop

Creates ridges and farrows 
for planting and drainage

Produce a seedbed for 
the cultivation of crops

Cut up and mix organic 
matter (crop residues 
or stubble) into the soil

Allow the roots of crop 
plants to penetrate 
easily and grow freely in 
the soil

Allows air and water to 
enter the soil more freely 

Buries or mixes organic 
matter with the soil

Manual – a garden fork is  
used to break the soil into 
large clumps exposing subsoil 

Mechanical- a tractor with 
implement such as a chisel or 
disc plough is used to break  
up soil

1 Site selection 

Scrape off the 
topsoil and place 
it in heaps 

Grade the land, 
filling in any 
depressions

Spread topsoil over 
the entire area

Tree trunks and twigs, 
which have been chopped 
or bulldozed should 
be placed in windrows 
(heaps) and allowed to 
decompose. In this way, 
organic matter, humus 
and nutrients are released 
into the soil


