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Jamaica Primary Social Studies 
– Grade 5 Assessment
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

1 Which historical experience of the Caribbean people 
would you associate with the harsh treatment of 
African workers on the sugar plantations?

A. independencee

B. colonisation

C. slavery

D. emancipation

1 What was one reason for the Morant Bay Rebellion?

A. The slaves wanted emancipation. 

B. The workers wanted the vote.

C. Ex-slaves were treated unfairly and not listened to by 
Queen Victoria..

D. The planters wanted trade unions.

1 Caribbean culture is the way of life: 

A. brought to the Caribbean by the Europeans

B. brought to the Caribbean by the East Indians

C. of the Amerindians who live in the region

D. brought about by the blending of cultures of all 
people who settled in the Caribbean

1 Which of the following are good farming practices 
that protect the land from soil erosion?

A. monoculture, overgrazing

B. clearing riverbanks, mulching

C. terracing, using pesticides

D. terracing, contour ploughing

2 Why were the Africans brought to work as slaves on 
the sugar plantations?

A. They were the cheapest to buy

B. They were easier to capture..

C. Amerindian slavery was abolished in the Caribbean.

D. After many Amerindians died there was great 
demand for African slave labour.

2 Which of the following was not a change that came 
about under Crown colony government?

A. There was a new system of taxation.

B. All adult males and females were able to vote.

C. Elementary schools were provided. 

D. The capital was moved from Spanish town to 
Kingston.

2 The variety of people of different origins, religions 
and traditions is called:

A. cultural mixing

B. Caribbean identity

C. cultural diversity

D. cultural heritage

2 Which of the following statements about rocks are 
true?

A. Rocks are made of minerals.

B. All rocks are made of one kind of mineral.

C. All rocks are made of several different minerals..

D. Rocks are never changed.
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Jamaica Primary Social Studies 
– Grade 5 Assessment

Unit 5

Unit 6

Unit 7

This diagram represents the cardinal, intercardinal and secondary 
intercardinal points (numbered from1 to 16 beginning at north).

1 Which cardinal point is located  
at the point marked 4?

A. north-east

B. north-north-east

C. north-north-west

D. east-north-east

1 Which statement is not correct about parishes in 
Jamaica?

A. There are 14 parishes in Jamaica. 

B. Each parish has a parish capital. 

C. Kingston and St Andrew have separate municipal 
corporations. 

D. All parishes have towns and cities.

1 Which statement about hurricanes is false?

A. They develop over warm waters.

B. They move anticlockwise around a centre called an 
eye.

C. They mostly develop in the month of May.

D. They have powerful winds that travel at 118kph or 
above

2 The taxi drivers in Parish B are worried because new 
unlicensed cars are operating in the parish using a 
smartphone app and undercutting the taxi drivers’ 
fares. What can they ask the councillors to do?

A. pass new regulations to prevent this happening

B. fine the new drivers

C. take their case to the Highways Authority for the 
County

D. take their case to Parliament

2 Choose the most appropriate response. In times of 
drought persons should:

A. use piped water to wash their cars

B. use piped water for drinking, cooking and bathing

C. use piped water to refresh the lawn

D. use piped water to water crops

2 Where is the cardinal point  
north-north-west located?

A. 2

B. 16

C. 15

D. 14

3 If I travel in the opposite direction 
from 2, in which direction would I 
be going?

A. south

B. south-south-west

C. south-south-east

D. south-west
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Jamaica Primary Social Studies 
– Grade 5 Assessment

Unit 8

Unit 9

Unit 10

1 Which best describes a habitat? 

A. the natural things around us 

B. a place where living and non-living things interact 

C. the home of a particular type of animal or plant 

D. a place with many trees, plants and other  
living things

1 The Solar System is made up of: 

A. the Sun, planets and moons

B. the Sun, planets, moons and asteroids

C. meteoroids, asteroids, the Sun and moons

D. the Sun, planets, asteroids, moons and meteoroids

1  Which are farming practices that protect against  
water pollution and waste? 

A. monoculture, overgrazing, mulching, crop rotation 

B. contour ploughing, monoculture, clearing riverbanks 

C. terracing, organic farming, mulching, planting trees 

D. terracing, contour ploughing, 
overgrazing, using pesticides

2 The reduction of forest in a region 
can contribute to all the following  except: 

A. increased carbon dioxide in the air 

B. reduction of animal habitats 

C. increase in the water supply  

D. extinction of some species of plants 

2 All are true about the sun except: 

A. The Sun’s energy is renewable

B. The Sun’s energy is non-renewable

C. The Sun is a natural resource

D. All living things depend on the Sun for energy

2 Which of the following diseases can be    
caused by water pollution?:

A. diabetes  

B. dysentery  

C. hypertension  

D. tuberculosis  


