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Unit 1

Mission: Science Grade 5

Activity reference Activity title Can be 
done at 
home

Can be 
done 
online 

Can be 
done at 
social 
distance 

Adaptations

Unit 1 Page 13 Identifying the major 
systems

Students do not need to work in a group for this 
activity.  They might need some support to draw the 
outline and discuss their ideas at home.

Unit 1 Page 14 The size of an amoeba

Unit 1 Page 14 Observing microscopic 
pond life

Students could watch a video of this investigation.  
Alternatively they might collect samples from a local 
pond or depending on social distancing some could 
be collected for them.  

Unit 1 Page 15 Challenge

Unit 1 Page 16 Making a model coral

Unit 1 Page 17 Challenge

Unit 1 Page 17 Comparing jellyfish to 
corals and sponges

This could be researched online or the student 
book will be required at home.  

Unit 1 Page 19 Making a hydrostatic 
skeleton

Unit 1 Page 21 Observing insects Video could be used to show this or children could 
observe an outside area close to home.  

Unit 1 Page 21 Challenge

Unit 1 Page 22 Observing fish Diagrams, pictures or videos online could be used.  
Some students might have access to fish at home 
that could be observed.  

Unit 1 Page 23 Challenge

Unit 1 Page 24 Observing amphibians Frogspawn could be collected by an adult and 
shared.  Alternatively, there are numerous videos of 
this online.  Students could draw diagrams of the 
development of frogspawn on a timeline.  

Unit 1 Page 25 Challenge

Unit 1 Page 26 Observing skeletons The student book page will be needed for this 
investigation.  Students could observe the skeleton 
of a lizard and a snake online or in books.  

Unit 1 Page 27 Challenge

Unit 1 Page 28 Observing birds Students could make observations in their outside 
space or online.  

Unit 1 Page 31 Challenge

Unit 1 Page 32 Making a model 
backbone

Everyday craft materials will be needed if working at 
home.  Scissors, straws and a pipe cleaner.  

Unit 1 Page 33 Investigating flexibility 
in bone

A clean chicken bone, jar with lid, weighing scales 
and vinegar will be needed for this activity.  

Unit 1 Page 35 Breaking down starch Ordinary bread will be needed for this activity.  

Unit 1 Page 36 Investigating breathing 
rates

Unit 1 Page 37 Challenge Students would need to work with someone at 
home for this activity.  Alternatively, students 
could learn to take their own pulse and work 
independently.  

The following table explains which activities we suggest can be done at home, online or at a social distance   
to support teaching during the COVID-19 pandemic – please note the ticks apply when the adaptations  
(where applicable) are adopted. We also suggest you read the general guidance document for further support.
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Unit 1

Mission: Science Grade 5

Activity reference Activity title Can be 
done at 
home

Can be 
done 
online 

Can be 
done at 
social 
distance 

Adaptations

Unit 1 Page 38 Investigating sweat

Unit 1 Page 39 Studying a kidney The picture in student book could be used and 
images and videos online.  

Unit 1 Page 41 Categorising male and 
female reproductive 
parts

Students will need the list words in the student 
book.  These could be shared online.  

Unit 1 Page 42 Investigating whether 
plants take water out 
of soil

Plants planned to be used in school could be taken 
home or samples from the garden could be used.  

Unit 1 Page 43 Challenge

Unit 1 Page 45 Observing xylem and 
phloem

Plants planned to be used in school could be taken 
home.  Small plants could be purchased for this 
activity.

Unit 1 Page 45 Challenge

Unit 1 Page 46 Project: Make a model 
skeleton

Students could choose their own skeleton to 
research and model at home.  Any resources can 
be used to make the model including, straws, pasta, 
card, pipe cleaners and sticky tape.  
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Mission: Science Grade 5

Unit 2
Activity reference Activity title Can be 

done at 
home

Can be 
done 
online 

Can be 
done at 
social 
distance 

Adaptations

Unit 2 Page 51 Identifying and 
comparing food chains

Unit 2 Page 51 Challenge Students could share their findings by emailing or 
communicating online with the teacher and the rest 
of the class.  

Unit 2 Page 53 Interpreting food web 
information

The picture in the student book is needed for this 
activity.  This could be shared online.

Unit 2 Page 53 Challenge

Unit 2 Page 54 Observing animals Students could be instructed to find a picture of the 
frigate bird online or in books.  

Unit 2 Page 54 Investigating adaptations Students could be instructed to use a variety of 
tools including tweezers, a peg and a paper clip 
and just one type of food to investigate.  They can 
share their findings with the rest of the class via the 
teacher online.  

Unit 2 Page 55 Competing for space The teacher could give the student a packet 
of seeds, pots and compost to investigate.  
Alternatively, any seeds from fruits or that are readily 
available at home could be used.  Pots can be made 
out of rolled up newspaper and string.  

Unit 2 Page 57 Investigating ladybug 
populations

Students could set up the transect at home or 
school independently.  

Unit 2 Page 57 Challenge

Unit 2 Page 59 Interpreting a graph Students will need to use the student book.  
Alternatively, students could be directed to a 
predator prey graph online.

Unit 2 Page 59 Challenge

Unit 2 Page 61 Observing birds Students could observe birds in any outdoor area 
and then share their findings via the teacher.

Unit 2 Page 61 Challenge

Unit 2 Page 62 Does the time of day 
affect the populations of 
animals observed?

This activity could be carried out in any outdoor 
area.  

Unit 2 Page 63 Planning your project Plans to investigate any outdoor area.  Alternatively, 
trays containing soil or sand can be used as a micro 
model of an outdoor area to be investigated.  Beads 
or coins could be used to represent animals or 
plants.  

Unit 2 Page 63 Presenting your results Presentations could be shared via the teacher 
online.

Unit 2 Page 63 Evaluating your project

Unit 2 Page 65 Setting humane insect 
traps

This investigation could be set up at home.

Unit 2 Page 65 Challenge

Unit 2 Page 66 Project: Carrying out a 
beach transect

This could not safely be carried out in the current 
climate.  A diagram of a beach could be provided 
with different living things.  This would be a stimulus 
for planning like the one on page 66.  
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Mission: Science Grade 5

Unit 3
Activity reference Activity title Can be 

done at 
home

Can be 
done 
online 

Can be 
done at 
social 
distance 

Adaptations

Unit 3 Page 71 Changing materials 
physically

Students do not have to work with a partner for 
this.  If not all of the materials are available to use 
at home it can still be carried out using whatever is 
available.  

Unit 3 Page 72 Investigating chemical 
change

Parents could use waste material and bleach that 
should be available at home.  

Unit 3 Page 73 Reacting baking soda 
and juices

Students can work individually for this activity.  
Lemon juice and baking soda should be available at 
home.  

Unit 3 Page 74 Investigating the 
changing states of water

Unit 3 Page 75 Investigating ice cream Resources should easily be found in the home.  

Unit 3 Page 76 When a material 
changes state, does its 
mass change? (part 1)

Students could work with people at home for this 
activity.  Butter and weighing scales should be 
accessible.  

Unit 3 Page 76 When a material 
changes state, does its 
mass change? (part 2)

Chocolate and candle wax should be available in 
the home.  

Unit 3 Page 77 Does the mass of water 
change if water vapour 
is allowed to move into 
the atmosphere?

Students could work with people at home for this 
activity.

Unit 3 Page 79 Investigating the process 
of evaporation and 
condensation.  

People at home could demonstrate this activity with 
everyday materials.  

Unit 3 Page 81 Investigating the effect 
of burning on mass

Adults at home could demonstrate this.

Unit 3 Page 82 Is it possible to separate 
salt from a salt solution?

This can safely be carried out at home with 
supervision.  

Unit 3 Page 83 Why are some reactions 
irreversible?

Some support is required to set up the investigation.  
People at home should be able to do this with 
everyday materials.  Students in school could need 
some help.  

Unit 3 Page 83 Challenge

Unit 3 Page 85 Challenge The student book is needed for this activity.  
Alternatively, students could list or cut pictures out 
of reversible and irreversible reactions that they find.  

Unit 3 Page 86 Project: Investigating 
dissolving

This could be carried out at home with eggs and 
salt. Students should be encouraged to share their 
results with photographs for example.  


