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Language Tree Support K
The authors of Language Tree are aware of the enormous impact coronavirus 
continues to have on students’ learning. As the new school year begins, we are 
offering support to teachers to enable you to continue using Language Tree with 
students whether they are working from home or in the classroom. 
We understand that not all students’ home environments will support their education and that some students may 
not be able to learn online. They may not have an internet connection or a device on which to work. To reduce the 
risk of pupils being left behind, we have provided, for levels 1-6, activities that can be used in a socially distanced 
classroom or as part of a blended learning programme where students cover some of the activities at home.

Language Tree Level K
For students at school:
Where pupils work in ‘bubbles’ (in which children remain 
together in the same group throughout the day and 
do not mix with other children) group work and social 
interaction may be possible. 

In a socially distanced classroom, whole-class teaching 
methods must be adopted. Each 

pupil will need their own copy of the students’ 
book. Encourage all pupils to offer ideas and answer 
questions. Praise their attempts and try to avoid a 
situation where the most confident pupils dominate. 

 

For pupils working from home - General advice for caregivers: 
It is a challenge in current circumstances to deliver 
education to the youngest pupils working from home as 
they depend on the work being mediated by an adult. 

Encourage caregivers to spend time every day, 
supporting their child’s literacy. 

They can bring literacy into their daily activities by 
pointing out to the child whenever they engage in 
reading or writing, for example, to write a shopping list 
or read a recipe.

Caregivers can
• offer opportunities for writing by making labels 

with children for things around the house or by 
writing notes for other members of the household. 
The child can be encouraged to form letters as 
demonstrated in Language Tree Workbook K, pages 
15 to 54. Caregivers should praise all the child’s 
efforts and not insist on accuracy. 

• Find opportunities for reading by pointing to printed 
words in the street and at home, such as store signs 
and food packaging. 

• play ‘I spy’ to practise phonics or have fun finding 
words which rhyme.

• read stories and sing songs, bringing characters to 
life by using different voices.
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Using Students’ Book K: 

Encourage caregivers to 
• spend time looking at the pictures in the students’ 

book with the child, 

• ask the child simple questions that only need a short 
answer. For example, “What colour is her dress?”, 
“What is his name?” or “What are they doing?”

• ask some questions that require the child to think 
more deeply, such as, “How is she feeling?” or “What 
do you think he is saying?”

• when reading, ask the child , “What has happened in 
the story so far?”

• make links between the stories and poems in the 
book and the child’s own life by asking questions 
such as, “Do you help at home?”/“What do you do?” 
or “Do you play football?”/“What other games do 
you play?”. 

• support phonics learning, by asking what letter a 
name, a word or an object in the illustration begins 
with then asking, “Can you think of other words that 
begin with __(the letter sound)?” 

• Use some of the teacher’s notes at the bottom of 
the page. 

Using Workbook K:  

Advise caregivers to
• sit with the child as they work

• keep sessions short and take frequent breaks

• praise or reward the child when they do well
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