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Speaking and listening (page 10) 
Alternative task

 1 Read the information about narrative structure 
and summary. 

2 Write a brief story summary of either The Shield of 
Kindness or another story you have read or a movie 
you have seen...

Writing (page 14) Alternative task

 Students can write their answers to task 2 without 
first discussing them.

Get Ready (page 15) Alternative task 

 Think of a time when someone did or said 
something that vexed you. 

Write about what happened.

1. What did the person do?

2. What did you say?

3. What did you do?

4. What do you think you should have said and done?

Get Ready (page 22) Alternative task 

 Where do you see or hear advertisements? 

Make a list of as many places as you can think of. 

Speaking and listening (page 25) 
Alternative task 

 Write three questions about the café advertised 
on page 23. The answers must be in the 
advertisement. 

 If possible, ask an adult to read the advertisement 
and see if they can answer your questions. 

Speaking and listening (page 17) 
Alternative task 
Students can answer these questions in writing.

Writing (page 21) Alternative to task 3 

 Read your story. Can you make it better? 

 If possible, read your story to an adult. Ask them 
to tell you one thing they like and one thing they 
think you might improve.

 Try replacing some of the verbs and adjectives 
with more interesting ones.

Are your sentences all the same length? Try making 
some shorter or joining some using conjunctions such 
as, although or whereas .

Try starting some of your sentences with an adverb, 
such as, Suddenly, Fortunately, or As soon as…

Get ready (page 8) Alternative task

 Think about a time when someone was kind to 
you. Write a few sentences about what happened.

• What did the person do?

• What did they say?

• How did you feel?
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Reading (page 30) Alternative task

 Scan the text. How do you know it is a poem? 

Writing (page 35) Alternative task

Ask students to write their poem on their own. If 
possible, students could email the first draft of their 
poem to another student.  They can then read their 
partner’s draft and reply, telling them one thing they 
like about the poem and one thing they think could be 
improved. 

Speaking and listening (page 38) 
Alternative task
Ask students to fill in the third column of their chart on 
their own.

 1 What was the most interesting thing you learnt 
about manatees?

2 Choose one question that has not been answered or 
make up another question about manatees.

If you were looking for the answer on the internet, what 
key words would you type into the search engine?

 If possible, research the question online.

Speaking and Listening (page 33) 
Alternative task

 1 Imagine that Aximu, the boy in the poem, raced 
back to his village and told Ama what he had seen. 
Aximu was frightened.  Ama was worried. What did 
they say? 

2 Write a dialogue between him and Ama. Set it out like 
this.

Aximu: I looked out to sea and saw …
Ama:

Aximu:

Ama:

Aximu:

Ama:

 If possible, ask another person to act out the 
dialogue with you. Use lots of expression.
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Get ready (page 44) Alternative task

 Is it better to: 

A. visit a place? 

B. read about it in a book?

C. watch a video of it?

Write a few sentences explaining why you think that.

Speaking and listening (page 46) 
Alternative task

 Think about a minor accident that happened to 
you or to someone you know. 

Write a report of the accident. Include this information. 

• Where did it happen and who was involved?

• How did it happen?

• How could it have been avoided?
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