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SCIENCE TEACHER

Safety

Be careful of sharp points when using tweezers.

Instructions

You will need: tweezers, fl owering plant.
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1. Your teacher will show you a fl owering plant in your school grounds.

2. Carefully look inside a fl ower, and look for the male and female parts.

3. Using tweezers, very carefully take a stamen from a fl ower.

4. Choose a different fl ower on the plant, and look carefully for the female part of the 
fl ower.

5. Gently rub the stamen you have removed against the stigma of your newly chosen fl ower.

6. Label your fl ower, and keep looking at it every few days over the next few weeks.

7. For many different reasons, fertilisation may not be successful in every case. If your fl ower is 
not fertilised, consult your teacher and join with other students to observe another, fertilised 
fl ower that is developing into a fruit.

Reproduction
Observing fruit development SW-BIO-INT-0014

Objectives
To observe the development of fruit after pollination of a fl owering plant.
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Questions

1. Which of the following words best describes the process you have artifi cially carried out for 
the plant?

 a Fertilisation
 b Pollination
 c Germination
 d Respiration

2. What stage do you think will happen next in the sexual reproduction of the plant?

3. Over the next few weeks, observe your fl ower and write down what happens to the calyx, 
corolla, stamens, style and ovary.

4. What do you think has happened to the ovum?

5. What will happen if you remove the seed and then plant it?

6. What are the advantages of producing a seed?

7. Why do some plants produce fruit that we like to eat?


