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The following document has FIFTEEN ERRORS (spelling and grammatical). Download the document and correct all 

errors OR retype the document on letter-sized paper in 1.5 line spacing with margins: 1.5” (3.81 cm) left and 1” 

(2.54 cm) right, 1” (2.54 cm) top and bottom. 

CONSULTING PRIMER 

It is said that the world is a stage and we are mere actors. For budding consultants, ever professional 

interaction or engagment should be treated as an audition. You never kno when you have been 

casted in a role that you are yet to be advised of. Consulting is simply the business of giving 

specialist advise to other professionals, typically in financial and business matters. Finances and 

business aside, the absense of sound advice in many aspects of life may lead to problems. 

Talk is cheap in the consulting world. To gain access, You have to start building a brand. You are 

the knowledge worker who has to sell your services and demonstrate how you can add value. You 

have to be perceived as an expert with a specific skill set that is not available in your client's 

organisation. Branding will help you create a uneek identity that distinguishes you from the legions 

of other independent consultants. You have to be acessible and have the demonstrated capasity to 

offer advice that will pull busineses back from the brink of bankruptcy. 

But how does one become an aclaimed consultant? You can build your brand by: 

 Writing articles in your area of expertise 

 Creating and regularly maintaining a blog 

 Writing a book to give you instant credibility 

 Doing the best at every engagement (reputation is very important) 

 Developing professional networks on the topics in which you specialise 

 Taking up speaking engagements, which will help you build your network and exposure 

Don't focus these efforts too much on making money. The purpose of these activities is to get you 

exposure. Desent money will then follow.  

“While I’ve enjoyed the consulting engagements i've taken on so far, I'm not sure it's the best thing 

for me.” These words have been uttered time and time again by approximately 1 in three consultants 

who miss the feeling of belonging that comes with being a full-time employee. You don't get that as 
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a consultant because everyone knows your work is short-lived. Believe me, they will forget you once 

you leave. In the meantime, I've learned a lot about marketing myself, influencing people and 

exploring different industries that will be invaluable in all my future endeavours. 

 


