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The following document has TWENTY ERRORS (spelling and grammatical). Download the document 

and correct all errors OR retype the document on letter-sized paper in 1.5 line spacing with margins: 1.5” 

(3.81 cm) left and 1” (2.54 cm) right, 1” (2.54 cm) top and bottom. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL LEAVING EXAMINATION (PSAT) 

The Primary School Leaving Examination (PSAT) form part of the National Assessment 
Programme (NAP) and is a curriculum-based examination. this means that the items on the 
examination match the objectives in the curriculum. The PSAT is based on materials covered in the 
Grade 4 to Grade 6 curriculum. The examination is used to place students at the secondary level by 
the ranking of their overall performance on all subject areas tested, PSAT replaced the Common 
Entrance Examination in 1997 and is the main avenue through which primary school students 
transition to the secondary level of the St. Luago school system. 

 

The PSAT comprises five subject areas, which is covered under the Revised Primary Curriculum. 
Content designed for grades 4 – 6 make up the test in the following proportion: 

 20% from work developed fro grade 4 
 30% from work covered in grade 5 
 50% from material designed for grade 6 

In recent years, there have been a wave of negative public reactions to the PSAT. 
Following the publication of the 2008 results, Minister of Education, the Hon Mitzie 
Singh, established a committee which sh mandated to conduct a thorough review of 
the examination. 

Research & recommendations - The committee comprised Curriculum and 
Assessment Specialists, Education Officers and teachers representing both the 
primary and secondary levels. The committee undertook several piece of research as it 
sought to explore the issues related to the PSAT. The research, carried out by 
specialist sub-groups of the Review Committee, examine issues related to the content 
area of the curriculum being assessed, especially Science and Social Studies. The 
committee also looked at the management and administration of the PSAT with a 
view to improving the efficacy and efficeincy of test administration. The 
recommendations relating to the structure of the examination appear on page 2. 

Public consultations - The public consultations were held in the Ministry of 
Educations’ eight regions during the period April 9 – May 26, 2010 and were attended 
by principals, teachers, parents, guardians and other stake holders. 
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Detailed design process - This process in currently under way and seeks to produce a 
Ministry Paper for discussion by Parliament. Cabinet is the highest decision making 
body in the Executive which is charged by the Constitution wit the general direction 
and control of the Government and is the principal instrument of policy. Cabinet is 
traditionaly convened on a weekly basis, and is a confidential, closed forum that 
enables Cabinet Ministers to collectively and frankly discuss and decide on matters of 
significant interest to the Government and the public. 

The revisions will become effective three years after Cabinet approval, and is projcted 
to begin in 2015. The Permanent Secretary in the Education Ministry, Mrs. Tiffany 
Tugwell, advised that consultations with academia are scheduled to commence by mid 
September after which the PSAT Review Committee will prepare a position paper.  
This posishon paper is expected to be completed by the end of October and wil form 
the basis for Cabinet delibration and approval 

 

 


