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Unit 1
 Listening (Page 10) Alternative task 

Read the listening text for Unit 1 (Page 215) 

Exercise 1: Copy and complete the information table. 

• Note four questions the interviewer asks Shawn. 

• What question does Shawn ask the interviewer?the 
notes you made in the diagram to help you.

 Listening (Page 10) 
In a socially distanced classroom, the listening exercise 
on page 10 can be done as a whole class activity.

 Speaking (Page 10) Alternative task 
A Read the information about presenting yourself. 

• Copy the diagram and complete it with information 
about yourself. 

• Write the text of a presentation about yourself. Use 
the notes you made in the diagram to help you.

• Remember to write in paragraphs and to use correct 
spelling, grammar and punctuation.

ICT: If possible, record your presentation on an electronic device. 
Send it to another student and ask this student for his or her 
comments.

 Speaking (Page 10) Alternative task 
A Read the information about presenting yourself. 

• Copy the diagram and complete it with information 
about yourself. 

• Write five questions to ask other students about the 
information in their diagrams, e.g.

	 How	many	people	are	there	in	your	family?

Join in a class discussion about the information students 
give about themselves.

B Write the text of a presentation about yourself. Use 
the notes you made in the diagram to help you.

Remember to write in paragraphs and to use correct 
spelling, grammar and punctuation.

Indicates activities to be  
done in class.

Indicates activities which can 
be done either in class or at 
home.

Indicates activities which 
can be done at home if the 
student is not in school.
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Unit 2

 Listening (Page 18) Alternative task 
Read the listening text for Unit 2 (Page 215) 

A List two heroic actions Sarah undertook.

• What were the consequences of these actions?

• Copy and complete the timeline in Exercise 1b. 

B List three people who made an important contribution 
to your country. Note why the contribution they made 
was important.

 Listening (Page 18) 
In a socially distanced classroom, the listening exercise 
on page 18 can be done as a whole class activity.

 Speaking (Page 18) Alternative task 
A Choose a famous person, e.g. a national hero, a 
sportsperson, someone in the entertainment world.

• Copy the table from Exercise 1a and complete it with 
information about the person you chose. 

• If possible, go online to find out more about this 
person.

• Use the information you recorded in your table to 
write the text of a presentation about your chosen 
person. 

ICT: If possible, record your presentation on an electronic device. 
Send it to another student and ask this student for his or her 
comments.

 Speaking (Page 18) Alternative task 
A Choose a famous person, e.g. a national hero, a 
sportsperson, someone in the entertainment world.

• Copy the table from Exercise 1a and complete it with 
information about the person you chose. 

B Write five questions you could ask about the 
information in other students’ presentations, e.g.

Why	did	you	choose	this	person?

Where	was	this	person	educated?	

Students take turns at answering questions about the 
famous person they chose.

C Write the text of a presentation about the famous 
person you chose.

Show what you have written to another student, 

Ask this student to note 

• what he or she found interesting in the presentation 

• one way in which you could improve your 
presentation.
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Unit 3

 Speaking (Page 26) Alternative task 
A Read the conversation in the speech bubbles. 

Copy the table in Exercise 1a. Complete it with 

• reasons Alex could use to persuade his mother to let 
him go to the match

• reasons given by Alex’s mother to prevent him from 
attending the match.

Suggest a solution to the problem. 

B Write the conversation between Alex and his mother 
which includes the reasons you noted in your table, e.g. 

Alex:	Mom,	Ram	has	tickets	for	the	match	on	Saturday.	Can	
I	go?

Mother:	Have	you	forgotten	it’s	Gran’s	birthday?

C Choose ONE of the situations in Exercise 2.

Suggest a solution.

Write a dialogue between the two people involved in the 
situation.

 Speaking (Page 26) Alternative task 
A Read the conversation in the speech bubbles. 

Copy the table in Exercise 1a. Complete it with 

• reasons Alex could use to persuade his mother 
to let him go to the match

• reasons given by Alex’s mother to prevent him 
from attending the match.

Suggest a solution to the problem. 

B Present your solution to your class. 

Compare the solutions suggested by other students. 
Who has the best idea?

C Write the conversation between Alex and his mother 
which includes the reasons you noted in your table, e.g. 

Alex:	Mom,	Ram	has	tickets	for	the	match	on	Saturday.	Can	
I	go?

Mother:	Have	you	forgotten	it’s	Gran’s	birthday?

C Choose ONE of the situations in Exercise 2.

Suggest a solution.

Present your solution to your class. 

Compare the solutions suggested by other students. 
Who has the best idea?



www.macmillan-caribbean.com 4

English Matters Student Book 2

Unit 4

 Listening and speaking (Page 34) Alternative task 
Read the listening text for Unit 4 (Page 215) 

A Copy and complete the gapped text in Exercise 2. 

B Complete either Task 1 or Task 2 below.

Task 1:  If you have access to a computer or another 
electronic device, find out more about the following 
famous people who were disabled.

• Ray Charles 

• Stevie Wonder  

• Helen Keller

• Thomas Edison  

• Franklin D Roosevelt 

• Ludwig van Beethoven

Look them up online. Find out and note

• how they were disabled

• why they were famous.

Choose one of the people above. Write the text of a 
short item for radio about this person. Record your text 
on an electronic device and send it to another student.

Task 2:  If you do not have access to a computer or 
electronic device, write the text of a short item for radio 
about a musician or musical group you admire.

 Listening (Page 34) 
In a socially distanced classroom, the listening exercise 
on page 34 can be done as a whole class activity.

 Speaking (Page 34) Alternative task
A Brainstorm answers individually to the questions in 
Exercises 2a and 2b. 

Join in a class discussion of these questions. 

B Make up three or more questions to test the 
hypothesis in Exercise 2d. 

Share your questions with your class.

Alternatively, students could do Task 2 suggested above 
as a home activity. 
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 Listening (Page 42) Alternative task 
Read the listening text for Unit 5 (Page 216) 

A Answer the following question. Write notes. Try not to 
copy from the text.

What	is	being	done	about	bullying	at	Roseville	High	School?		

B Summarise the opinions expressed by the following 
people:

• Leah

• Denton

• Brianna

• Louis

C Write your own opinion about the measures taken to 
control bullying at Roseville High School.

 Speaking (Page 42) Alternative task 
A Read the statements in Exercise 1a. Decide whether 
they are fact or opinion.

State two facts and two opinions of your own about 
bullying. 

B Write the text of an anti-bullying policy for your class.

• List the types of behaviour which will not be 
tolerated.

• State three or more things which should be done to 
prevent bullying. 

ICT: If possible, record your ideas for a class anti-bullying policy on an 
electronic device. Exchange your recording with another student and 
compare your ideas.

 Listening (Page 34) 
In a socially distanced classroom, the listening exercise 
on page 42 can be done as a whole class activity.

 Speaking (Page 34) Alternative task
Read the statements in Exercise 1a. Decide whether they 
are fact or opinion.

State two facts and two opinions of your own about 
bullying. 

Join in a class discussion about bullying.

B Note ideas for an anti-bullying policy for your class.

• List the types of behaviour which will not be 
tolerated.

• State three or more things which should be done to 
prevent bullying. 

C Share your ideas with your class.

Agree on a class anti-bullying policy. 

Prepare a poster displaying your class anti-bullying 
policy. 
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 Speaking (Page 50) Alternative task 
A Read the definition of the word ‘assumption’ at the top 
of the page.

Read the statements in Exercise 2. Decide whether they 
are facts or assumptions.

B Copy the occupations in Exercise 3a. Write 

• M for those which are suitable only for males 

• F for those which are suitable only for females

• M/F for occupations which are suitable for both 
males and females

C If possible, discuss what you wrote for Exercise 
3a with a member of your family. Where there are 
differences, justify your opinions to this person. 

D Write your own list of occupations which can be done

• only by males

• only by females

• by both males and females.

ICT: If possible, exchange your list with another student by text or 
email. Compare your lists. If you have access to a cell phone, you 
could discuss your choices with another student.

 Speaking (Page 50) 
In a socially distanced classroom, the speaking exercise 
on page 50 can be done as a whole class activity. 

Allow students to brainstorm responses to Exercises 3a 
and 3b independently before discussing them with the 
whole class.


