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English Matters Support
The publishers of English Matters are aware of the enormous impact coronavirus 
continues to have on students’ learning. As the new school year begins, we are 
offering support to teachers to enable you to continue using English Matters with 
students whether they are working from home or in the classroom. 
We understand that not all students’ home environments will support their education and that some students may 
not be able to learn online. They may not have an internet connection or a device on which to work. To reduce 
the risk of students being left behind, we have provided activities which would be accessible to all. Suggestions 
have been made for students working at home who have access to electronic equipment, but these are optional, 
depending on the students’ circumstances.

Using the books
Most of the existing activities in English Matters can be 
completed by students working in a socially-distanced 
classroom or from home. It is, however, a challenge in 
current circumstances to deliver speaking and listening, 
pair and group work to students. In a socially-distanced 
classroom, whole class teaching methods can be 
adapted to replace one-to-one discussions. 

We have thus adapted listening and speaking activities 
for the first six units of each level of English Matters so 
that they can be used in a socially-distanced classroom. 

Others could be used as part of a blended learning 
programme where students cover some of the activities 
at home.

Where students are working at home, in some cases, 
discussion can take place via cell phones or laptops, 
while other students may have the support of other 
family members with whom they can exchange ideas. 
Because this may not always be possible, we have 
suggested alternative activities. 

Listening and speaking
Most units in the Student Books start with a listening 
exercise where students discuss a pre-recorded 
extract.  Teachers who do not have access to recording 
equipment can read out the text to their students. 
After listening to the extract, a number of activities are 
provided to exploit he listening material. The text of the 
listening extract is provided in the Reference Section, 
so students working at home can read it for themselves 
and answer the questions provided.

As pair and group work are not possible in a socially 
distanced classroom, we suggest that students prepare 
individually for whole class discussion. Very often the 
most confident students dominate the discussion while 
their less confident peers remain silent. When students 
prepare in advance, they feel more able to contribute. 

The listening exercise is followed by speaking activities 
performed in pairs or groups. Students can be asked 
to prepare responses individually, before engaging in 
whole class discussion. Students working at home can 
write answers. It may be possible for them to record 
their answers on a cell phone or tablet and exchange 
them with other students. 

Reading
Using the whole-class teaching method, talk through 
the comprehension questions before students write 
answers.  If this isn’t possible, you may ask students 
to write the answers to selected questions only. The 
questions chosen may vary according to the ability of 
the student. Students working at home can also be 
asked to answer a limited number of questions. 

Writing
The process of getting ideas for writing is usually 
facilitated by discussion and brainstorming. In a socially-
distanced class room this can take place as a class 
activity. Encourage students to brainstorm alone in 
preparation for the class discussion. Students working 
at home can brainstorm alone but you may want to 
provide extra support in the form of writing frames or 
sentence starters. 


