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Yum, Yum, Yum, Yuck! 

Introduction: 
In this lesson, students first plot out the sequence of events in Figley’s New 
Favorite Food.  They then write their own story with a similar structure: three 
similar events followed by a fourth event that breaks the pattern.  
  
Total Time: 
1.  Day 1: 70 minutes 
2.  Day 2: 45 minutes 

Social/Emotional Concept: 
Consequences of our actions 
 
Academic Standard: 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using clear 
event sequences (W 3.3); Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts (SL 3.1)  
 
Teaching the Standard: 
1.  Gather students at the rug or other meeting area, seated beside a partner.  A 

student can pass out the materials to the children’s desks; each pair will need 
the “Yum, yum, yum, yuck!” graphic organizer, the rubric, and writing/illustrating 
materials (i.e. paper and pencil, laptop, or tablet).  Put up the “Yum, yum, yum, 
yuck!” graphic organizer on the document camera, interactive whiteboard, or 
regular whiteboard.  Tell students you want them to pay attention to the pattern 
the author used to tell the story of Figley trying new foods, then read aloud 
Figley’s Favorite Food.  After Figley tries the Pickled Shrib, do a think aloud 
about how this seems like an important event (since he was scared to try a 
new thing, tried it anyway, and discovered a food he loved.)  Write it down on 
the graphic organizer, and tell students to listen for the next event that is similar 
to this one.  Have them tell you what to write at the second “yum,” the Prickly 
Potatoes, and the third, the Fermented Feather Porridge.  After you record the 
part where Figley tries the Chocolate Covered Chizard and hates it, have 
students do a think-pair-share on whether this event is the same or different 
from the previous three.  8 minutes 
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2.  After students share their thinking, tell them that authors often set up a pattern, 
then break that pattern.  Give examples from familiar stories, like The Three 
Little Pigs (the wolf blows down the first house, blows down the 2nd house, but 
can’t blow down the 3rd), and ask students to think of other examples.  Remind 
them that stories (narratives) are organized by sequence, while other kinds of 
text are organized by topic, cause-and-effect, problem-and-solution, or other 
structures.  Finally, ask students to consider a couple of “What-If’s”: “What if 
Figley had never tried the Pickled Shrib?  “What if Figley had decided never to 
try another new food after finding out that he hated the Chocolate Covered 
Chizards?” 5 minutes 

3.  Students have been seated for almost 15 minutes now, so have them stand up 
for a quick stretch break.  Ask them to visualize holding a Pickled Shrib in their 
hand, then popping it into their mouth; do the same with the Prickly Potatoes, 
Fermented Feather Porridge, and Chocolate Covered Chizards, showing them 
an illustration for each dish.  They can make a face of disgust or pleasure after 
each bite.  2 minutes 

 
Practice the Process: 
1.  Model the process students will do today: make the reading-writing connection 

by writing a story where they set up a pattern, then break it.  Tell students that a 
writer makes choices, and two of the choices they will make with their partner 
today are: “Will you write a story with Mutasian characters, characters that you 
make up, or a combination?” “Will you write about someone trying foods they 
like and dislike, or will you write a different kind of story?”  Do a “think aloud” as 
you make these decisions, then put up a blank copy of the graphic organizer 
and write a few notes or a sentence in each box, having students help you 
think up events after the first box.  Then begin the process of turning the 
graphic organizer into an actual story—the first box might turn into an entire 
paragraph.  For example, you might write a story about a student who tries 
playing football and hates it, hates baseball too, hates soccer, but loves 
basketball.  10 minutes 

2.  Have students do a think-pair-share with their partner where they decide what 
story they will write, then take turns each saying an event—three that set up a 
pattern and a fourth that breaks it.  Model this process first with a student, 
using a new idea for a story.  When students have done the think-pair-share, 
briefly go over the rubric, then have them go sit down to begin writing.  You 
may want to present an anchor chart of “Great Things To Say When We Work 
Together,” with lines like, “That’s a great idea!” and “I think we should ___ 
because ____ .” 5 minutes 
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3.  Students will first fill in a sentence or a few notes in each box of the graphic 
organizer, then they will turn that graphic organizer into a story.  I recommend 
having each child complete their own graphic organizer and write their own 
copy of the story, though they will talk about what to write and will both write the 
same thing.  Circle around while students work, choosing a couple of pairs who 
can share during “Author’s Chair.”  After a pair is done, have them check the 
rubric to see what they would score themselves; they can then make changes 
if they need to.  You may want to have them read their story to another pair and 
see if those students can identify the three events that set up a pattern and the 
fourth that breaks it.  Students who finish early can illustrate their story.  30 
minutes 

4.  Bring students back to the rug; pairs who are going to share should bring their 
graphic organizer and story.  Ask the “audience” to pay attention as they listen 
to the four events, to see if they can figure out what the pair wrote on their 
graphic organizer.  After each pair reads, have the listeners do a think-pair-
share on the events, then show the pair’s graphic organizer to see if students 
identified the events correctly.  Finally, put up the rubric and ask students to 
show with their fingers what score they would give the story, and ask a couple 
of students to explain why they would give that score.  10 minutes 

5.  Independent work: You can have students do the exact same sequence the 
following day, but this time they will complete the graphic organizer and write 
the story independently rather than working with a partner.  Remind them of the 
process they did today and revisit the rubric (5 minutes) while a student 
distributes materials, let them complete the story (30 minutes), and have two or 
three students share at Author’s Chair, having the other students rate each 
story on the rubric (10 minutes).   
Teacher’s Note: A possible extension is to have students act out and film their 
stories, first creating costumes, props, and possibly a set design, then 
rehearsing and filming the events.  You can use iPads, iPhones, FLIP cameras, 
or other technology for the filming.  
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Assessment: 
Pay attention as you circle to whether students are creating a pattern and break it 
with the 4th event.  Make sure, too, that they aren’t simply writing the entire story in 
the boxes of the graphic organizer.  You can go through the stories after the first 
day to identify “next-step” mini-lessons—describing the setting, describing the 
characters, using dialogue, and so on.  Finally, pay attention to examples of pairs 
working well together to point out and praise after the lesson,  along with examples 
of problems that pairs had; you can brainstorm solutions to these problems (like 
disagreeing about what to write about).  
  
Celebrations of Achievement: 
You may want to make a copy of the Amazing Authors certificate for each child to 
receive at the lesson’s conclusion.  
 
Ancillary Items: 
1.  Yum, yum, yum, yuck graphic organizer 
2.  Amazing Authors certificate 

Supply List: 
1.  A copy of the book Figley’s New Favorite Food 
2.  Yum, yum, yum, yuck! graphic organizer 
3.  Amazing Authors certificate 
4.  Writing and/or art materials: laptops/tablets, paper and pencil, colored pencils, 

markers, crayons, paint, etc.   
5.  You may also want to have a couple of books like The Three Little Pigs that set 

up a pattern and then break it.  
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2 (Huh?) 3 (Cool.) 4 (Wow!) 
Pattern is a little 
confusing 

Pattern is clear Pattern is clear 

Pattern never gets 
broken 

4th event breaks the 
pattern 

4th event breaks the 
pattern, AND the 
story is fun to read, it 
makes you laugh, 
and the setting and 
characters are 
described so clearly 
you can picture them 
in your head  

Student Rubric: 



Teacher Rubric: 

Standard Partially 
Meets (2) 

Meets (3) Masters 
(4) 

Score 

Write 
narratives to 
develop real 
or imagined 
experiences 
or events 
using clear 
event 
sequences 
(W 3.3)  

3 events 
  
Sequence is 
not logical 
  
Does not 
display pattern 
being broken 	  

4 events 
  
Logical 
sequence 
  
  
4th event 
breaks 
pattern  

4 events 
  
Logical 
sequence, 
  
4th event 
breaks the 
pattern AND 
displays 
effective 
descriptions 
of setting/
characters 
and/or 
effective 
dialogue/
voice  

Engage 
effectively in 
a range of 
collaborative 
discussions 
with diverse 
partners on 
grade 3 
topics and 
texts (SL 3.1)   

Students are 
generally on-
topic in their 
discussions  

Students 
listen to 
partner’s 
ideas as 
well as 
sharing own 
ideas  

Students 
incorporate 
partner’s 
ideas and/or 
change her/
his own 
ideas in 
response to 
suggestions  




