
Delightful Dialogue 
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� Lesson Plan 5 



Delightful Dialogue 

Introduction: 
In this lesson, students create visual scenes with cut-outs of Mutasian characters, 
then add cartoon “dialogue bubbles,” and finally write a story about the scene 
using that dialogue.  
  
Total Time: 
1.  Day 1: 65 minutes 
2.  Day 2: 50 minutes 

Social/Emotional Concept: 
Communication 
 
Academic Standard: 
Use dialogue to show the response of characters to situations; Write narratives to 
develop real or imagined experiences or events using clear event sequences (W 
3.3); Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English punctuation 
when writing; Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue (L 3.2)  
 
Teaching the Standard: 
1.  Gather students at the rug or other meeting area, seated beside a partner.  

Have a student pass out writing materials and a copy of the Sensational 
Synonyms rubric for each pair.  Tell students that as you read Figley’s New 
Favorite Food, they should listen for the words that mean the same thing as 
“said.”  (Remind them that words that mean the same thing are “synonyms.”)  
Read a few pages of the book starting on page 6, emphasizing the synonyms 
for said: “announced,” “gasped,” “asked,” “mumbled,” etc.  Write a list of the 
words, and point out that they don’t mean exactly the same thing.  Pick a 
common word like “Hello,” and have students “announce,” ‘gasp,” “ask,” and 
“mumble” the word to illustrate the different shades of meaning.  8 minutes 

2.  Now, have students help you brainstorm synonyms for “good,” “bad,” and any 
other words you think would be useful to them.  Words for emotions work well, 
too—for example, encouraging students to discuss the difference between 
“glum” and “heartbroken,” or “cheerful” and “ecstatic.”  For each word you 
select, give a couple of synonyms, then have students do a think-pair-share to 
generate more synonyms.  After completing each list, model using the words in 
context, then have students do another think-pair-share where they take turns 
using the words in a sentence.  You can have students copy down the words to 
keep as a reference in their writing folders or binders, or you can give them a 
list of the words the following day, while keeping the list of words on the 
whiteboard or interactive whiteboard for today’s writing session.  10 minutes 
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Practice the Process: 
1.  Put up the Mutasian Menagerie sheet on the document camera, interactive 

whiteboard, or regular whiteboard.  Tell students they will work in partners, and 
have a student work with you to model the process: A. Each child picks a 
character and cuts it out, B. You each glue or tape down your character on a 
blank sheet, C. You each draw a large cartoon “speech bubble” and write what 
the characters say to each other, and D. Work together to draw the setting and 
objects in the scene. 5 minutes  

2.  Now, model the actual writing including the dialogue in the speech bubbles, 
using quotation marks and the correct punctuation that shows how the 
character said the line (i.e. question mark for a question, exclamation point of 
the character was angry or excited.) 3 minutes  

3.  Have students do a think-pair-share about what characters they will choose 
and what they want the characters to say to each other.  Show them the rubric, 
then let them go to their desks and get started. 2 minutes 

4.  Circle around while students work, choosing a couple of pairs who can share 
during “Author’s Chair.”  After a pair is done, have them check the rubric to see 
what they would score themselves; they can then make changes if they need 
to.  You may want to have them read their story to another pair and see if those 
students can identify who says each line of dialogue.  Students who finish early 
can illustrate their story.  35 minutes 

5.  Bring students back to the rug; pairs who are going to share should bring their 
scene and story.  Ask the “audience” to pay attention as they listen to the story, 
to see if they can identify which character says each line of dialogue.  After 
each pair reads, have the listeners do a think-pair-share on their favorite line of 
dialogue and why they liked it (it was funny, it showed something about the 
character’s personality, etc.)  Finally, put up the rubric and ask students to 
show with their fingers what score they would give the story, and ask a couple 
of students to explain why they would give that score.  10 minutes 

6.  Independent work: You can have students do the same sequence the following 
day, but this time they will create the scene and write the story independently 
rather than working with a partner.  Remind them of the process they did today 
and revisit the rubric (5 minutes) while a student distributes materials, let them 
complete the scene and story (35 minutes), and have two or three students 
share at Author’s Chair, having the other students rate each story on the rubric 
(10 minutes).  
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Teacher’s Note: A possible extension is to have students create a “claymation” 
version of their stories.  They can first create a character using play dough, then 
can take a series of shots with an iPad or other device, moving the play dough 
characters a little bit in between each frame.  Another option is to have students 
play the parts of the two characters in their stories, first creating costumes, props, 
and a possibly set design, then rehearsing and filming the events.  You can use 
iPads, iPhones, FLIP cameras, or other technology for the filming. 
 
Assessment: 
Pay attention as you circle to make sure students are including the speech 
bubbles in their scene and that the two characters’ lines go together (i.e. a 
question and a response to that question.)  Commas and quotation marks are very 
tricky for students, so they may need guidance on the mechanics of writing the 
dialogue.  You may want to tell them, “The first quotation marks tell the reader a 
character is about to say something, and the second quotation marks tell the 
reader the character is done talking.”  Pay attention, too, to examples of pairs 
working well together to point out and praise after the lesson,  along with examples 
of problems that pairs had; you can brainstorm solutions to these problems (like 
both wanting to cut out the same character from the Mutasian Menagerie sheet.)     
  
Celebrations of Achievement: 
You may want to make a copy of the Diva of Dialogue certificate for each child to 
receive at the lesson’s conclusion.  
 
Ancillary Items: 
1.  Mutasian Menagerie sheet 
2.  Student and teacher rubric 
3.  Duke / Duchess of Dialogue certificate  

Supply List: 
1.  A copy of the book Figley’s New Favorite Food 
2.  Mutasian Menagerie sheet, 
3.  Student and teacher rubric 
4.  Duke / Duchess of Dialogue certificate 
5.  Writing and/or art materials: laptops/tablets, paper and pencil, colored pencils, 

markers, crayons, paint, etc.   
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2 (OK) 3 (Good) 4 (Awesome) 
Has one line of 
dialogue for each 
character 

Has two lines of 
dialogue for each 
character 

Has three or more 
lines of dialogue per 
character  

Doesn’t use 
quotation marks 
correctly 

Uses quotation 
marks and 
punctuation correctly 
 

Uses quotation 
marks and 
punctuation correctly 

Dialogue is confusing  Dialogue makes 
sense  

Dialogue is funny or 
exciting to read  

Student Rubric: 



Teacher Rubric: 

Standard Partially 
Meets (2) 

Meets (3) Masters 
(4) 

Score 

Use dialogue 
to show the 
response of 
characters to 
situations; 
Write 
narratives to 
develop real 
or imagined 
experiences 
or events 
using clear 
event 
sequences 
(W 3.3) 	  

One line of 
dialogue per 
character 
  
Dialogue does 
not seem 
logical, OR 
unclear who is 
speaking 
when  

Two lines of 
dialogue per 
character 
  
Dialogue 
shows 
logical 
interaction 
between 
characters  

Three+ lines 
of dialogue 
per 
character 
  
Dialogue 
shows 
logical and 
humorous 
or intriguing 
interacting 
between 
characters 
AND 
reveals 
character’s 
personality 
traits  

Demonstrate 
command of 
the 
conventions 
of standard 
English 
punctuation 
when writing; 
Use commas 
and quotation 
marks in 
dialogue (L 
3.2) 	  

Quotation 
marks used 
incorrectly 
  
Punctuation  
missing or 
incorrect (i.e. 
period at the 
end of a 
question) 
 

Quotation 
marks used 
correctly in 
general 
(may have 
minor error, 
i.e. omit 
comma after 
said) 
  
Punctuation 
generally 
correct  

Quotation 
marks used 
correctly 
throughout 




