
Unit 1, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Sometimes life surprises us. Whether it’s good or bad, something happens that we 

didn’t see coming. When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the shepherds may have 

been startled, but it was no surprise. The Savior’s arrival was first promised many 

generations earlier.

The Old Testament prophet, Micah, ministered at a time when the people had 

drifted far from their faith in God, as the rich became richer at the expense of the 

poor. Micah’s message carried warnings that God’s judgment was coming. The 

prophet Isaiah, who ministered around the same time as Micah, also called the people 

to repent. He warned that their disobedience would result in God’s swift punishment.

Yet both of these prophets also spoke of hope and a future restoration. And in 

the hopeful parts of their messages, we find some of the beautiful Old Testament 

promises of the coming Savior. In Micah and Isaiah’s writings, we read of the place of 

Jesus’ birth along with beautiful descriptions of His character and His kingdom. These 

writings from centuries ago remind us today that God is in control and His promises 

are reliable.

How can you help the children in your class understand the connection between 

the Old Testament prophecies and the birth of the Savior we celebrate in this season?

________________________________________________________________

From the Old Testament prophecies to the New Testament accounts of Jesus’ 

birth, how does seeing the fulfillment of God’s promises encourage you in the 

challenges of life today? ______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

PROPHETS TOLD
ABOUT JESUS

LIFE POINT: PeoPle knew to exPect Jesus because ProPhets told about him.

SUGGESTED DATE

THEME
God planned for Jesus to 
be the Savior from the 
beginning of time.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 11:1-5;  
Micah 5:2

JESUS

MEMORY VERSE
The virgin shall conceive and 
bear a Son, and shall call His 
name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14

UNIT VERSE
There is born to you this day 
in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord.  
Luke 2:11 
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 ›Bibles

 ›Pack Item 4

 ›DVD

 ›Pack Item 5—Separate the 
cards.

 ›2 baskets or gift bags 

 ›Place the cards with red 
words in one basket and 
the cards with green words 
in another basket. 
 
 
 
Teaching Tip 
Use postcards to send 
cards to kids and visitors 
on your roll. Share with 
them dates of events they 
need to know.

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►“Books of the Bible Poster” (Pack Item 4), Finish the Book!

1. Form two teams and point out the “Books of the Bible Poster.”

2. Direct a kid from one team to choose (but not say out loud) a book of the Bible, 

either Old Testament or New Testament. Encourage her to say aloud the first 

letter of that book.

3. Next, a kid from the other team will find a book that begins with that letter (but 

not say out loud). Instead, he tells the second letter of the book. He may not be 

thinking of the same book the first kid had in mind.

4. Kids on alternating teams continue naming the next letter until a book is 

completely spelled. The kid who names the last letter wins a point for his team.

5. The game will be more challenging when the first letter has more than one book. 

For example, if T is the first letter, it could be Timothy, Titus, or Thessalonians. If 

the second letter is I then it could still be Timothy or Titus. Kids have different 

options and can choose whichever direction they want to go.

6. When the book title has been spelled, direct all kids to find the book in their 

Bibles.

7. Continue as time permits.

8. Total the points for each team.

Option: “Prophets Told About Jesus” Coloring Page (CD)

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►“What Do You Expect?” (Pack Item 5), Silly Expectations

1. Select a kid to pull one “What Do You Expect?” card from each basket. Direct him 

to read the card with red words first then read the card with green words. Enjoy 

and encourage the laughter.

2. Permit kids to give you other answers that are true.

3. Explain that the silly answers are not things we expect. When certain things 

happen, we know what to expect. In today’s Bible story, prophets told the people 

what to expect at Jesus’ birth even though it would be 400 years before He 

would be born.

4. Show the “Prophets Told About Jesus: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 1, 2

 ›Pack Item 3 
Option: International 
Missions: “Ghana Map” 
(CD)

 ›Teaching Picture 1

 ›DVD

 ›CD

 ›Bible, clear tape, 2 paper 
towel tubes, ribbon, paper, 
marker—Tape 5 sheets 
of paper together at the 
short ends, to make 1 
long strip. Leave the first 
and last sheets blank but 
write 2 numbers on each 
of the other 3 sheets. 
Write 1 number in the 
middle of each half page. 
The numbers should be 
between 1 and 3, but 
random. Attach each 
end of the paper strip to 
a paper towel tube and 
roll so the numbers are 
not showing. The bulk 
of the strip should be on 
the right-hand side of the 
tube. Fasten the scroll 
together with ribbon. 
Option: “Scroll”

 ›masking tape, paper, 
marker—Write 1 word 
of the Unit Verse on each 

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY
►“Celebrate Jesus’ Birth Title Banner” (Pack Item 1), Teaching Picture 1 

 • Point out the title banner and mention that kids will hear stories leading up to the 

birth of Jesus in this unit.

 • Show the Teaching Picture and emphasize that the picture is someone’s idea of 

what a prophet may have looked like. Explain that a prophet is “someone who 

speaks for God.” Prophets challenged people to live right.

 • Invite kids to tell in which division the Books of Isaiah and Micah are found (Isaiah, 

Major Prophets; Micah, Minor Prophets). Open your Bible to Isaiah 7 and tell the 

story in your own words or use the one on the back of the Teaching Picture.

►Tell the Bible Story: Prophets Told About Jesus

Isaiah saw a vision of God sitting on a high throne. There were seraphim with 

Him. They called out to each other, saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.” Isaiah 

realized his own sin and God’s forgiveness. 

When Isaiah heard the Lord ask who would go, he responded that he would 

go. God told him what to say and what would happen in the future.

Ahaz was the king during that time. He was afraid of the armies fighting 

against Judah and claiming they would have a new ruler. But through Isaiah, 

God told him not to worry; it wouldn’t happen.

“The virgin will have a son and name Him Immanuel,” God said through 

Isaiah. And this child would come from the family of Jesse, who was King 

David’s father. He would be a judge who would examine a person’s heart and 

not his appearance. 

Another prophet, Micah, said the ruler would come from Bethlehem. His 

beginnings would be from eternity, and He would shepherd them with the 

strength and majesty of God. His greatness would be to the ends of the earth.

— B A S E D  O N  I S A I A H  7 : 1 4 ;  9 : 6 ;  11 : 1 - 5 ;  M I C A H  5 : 2

REVIEW
 • Show the scroll you prepared and explain that the Books of Isaiah and Micah 

would have been written on a scroll instead of in a book, and this is similar to how 

it looked. As each section of the scroll was read, the reader would unroll the scroll 

to reveal the next part.

 • Form two teams. Read a Review Question (page 90) to one team and select a kid 

to answer. If she answers incorrectly, the other team may answer. If the answer 
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sheet of paper. Tape the 
papers in order on the 
floor in a circle or oval.  
Option: “Luke 2:11” (CD)

 › International Missions: 
“Ghana” (CD)

is correct, direct her to unroll the scroll to reveal the first number. As she unrolls 

from the right, she should roll it onto the left tube. Award the revealed number of 

points to the team.

 • Continue reading questions and permitting kids to unroll the scroll to reveal 

points. Reuse or add questions as needed and guide the last kid to re-roll the 

scroll onto the right to begin again.

 • Show the “Prophets Told About Jesus: Life Action” video.

 • Remind kids that God planned for Jesus to be the Savior from the beginning of 

time and prophets told about this many years before it happened.

LEARN THE UNIT VERSE
►“Luke 2:11 Unit Verse” (Pack Item 2) 

 • Read the Unit Verse together.

 • Guide the first kid to walk around the circle beside the prepared sheets of paper 

(not on them), reading and saying each word (in a low voice) as he passes it.

 • As he passes the third sheet, lead another kid to begin. 

 • Continue adding kids until everyone has at least one turn.

 • When the first kid reaches the end, send him to join the back of the line. He may 

go again if time permits.

 • Option: Learn the Memory Verse: Isaiah 7:14.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS
►“Unit 1 Missions Map” (Pack Item 3) 

 • Share the missions story.

 • Remind kids that missionaries want to learn the language of the people where 

they live. Show the “Unit 1 Missions Map” of Ghana and explain that the language 

the missionary family is learning in Ghana is Mampruli (MAM-prew-lee).

 • Teach kids how to say “good morning” in Mampruli: “Dasuba” (DA-su-bah).

 • Pray, asking God to help them family learn to speak Mampruli well so they can tell 

people about Jesus.

SING AND PRAY
►“How the World Was Saved” (CD, track 1) 

 • Sing “How the World Was Saved” (track 1). 

 • Pray, thanking God for His plans to send Jesus to save us from our sins.

 • Dismiss kids to their Live It Out groups.

PeoPle knew to exPect Jesus because ProPhets told about him.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►“ Bible Story Reveal” (Pack Item 6), Teaching Picture 1, “Tangled Lights” (Kids 

Activity Page), Secret Posters

1. Encourage kids to complete “Tangled Lights” on the Kids Activity Page by reading 

the verses and finding the matching promises. Discuss with kids how each 

promise and prophecy was fulfilled. Remind kids that the prophecies were made 

four hundred years before the birth of Jesus.

2. Show kids the “Bible Story Reveal” and Teaching Picture on the wall. Explain that 

kids can earn the chance to remove a sticky note each time they get the beanbag 

into the basket.

3. Allow kids to take turns tossing the beanbag. When it lands in the basket, that kid 

may remove one of the sticky notes from either poster.

4. When a kid chooses to remove a sticky note from the Teaching Picture, discuss 

what is revealed. Guide him to tell what part of the story is illustrated.

5. When a kid chooses to remove a note from the “Bible Story Reveal,” lead her to 

read the fact that is revealed then discuss the fact with the group. 

6. Continue to play until all the notes are removed. Wrap up by emphasizing that 

people knew to expect Jesus because prophets told about Him.

CHOICE 2 
►“Tangled Lights” (Kids Activity Page), Great Expectations

1. Encourage kids to complete “Tangled Lights” on the Kids Activity Page by reading 

the verses and finding the matching promises. Discuss with kids how each 

promise and prophecy was fulfilled. Remind kids that the prophecies were made 

four hundred years before the birth of Jesus. 

2. Inquire of kids their expectations for Christmas, or in general. For example, they 

expect their parents to provide food or clothes for them. They may also expect 

them to take them special places or give them treats and gifts.

3. Allow kids to write these things on sticky notes and stick them on the left half of 

the poster board.

4. Prompt kids to explain why they expect these things. Among other answers, they 

could include that these things have happened in the past, so they expect them 

to happen again. Lead kids to realize their parents are trustworthy and want what 

is best for them. Direct kids to write some of these answers and post them on the 

right half of the poster board.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Pack Item 6—Cover the 
statements with 9 small 
sticky notes. Display the 
poster on the wall.

 ›Teaching Picture 1—Cover 
interesting parts of the 
picture with 9 small sticky 
notes. Display the picture 
on the wall. 
Option: Print “Teaching 
Picture 1” (CD) to use.

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Bibles, pencils, small sticky 
notes, beanbag, basket, 
masking tape

 ›Place the basket where 
kids can toss the beanbag 
into it. Mark a taped line 
about 5 feet from the 
basket.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Bibles, pencils, medium-
size sticky notes, pens, 
masking tape, markers, 
poster board—Mark a line 
down the middle of the 
poster board. Display the 
poster board on a wall at 
a height for kids to write 
on it. 
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5. Remind kids that God is trustworthy, even when others sometimes make 

mistakes. Add ways God takes care of us on the left side of the paper.

6. Guide kids to draw small pictures to illustrate their expectations. They can work 

together to draw them directly on the poster board.

7. Wrap up by emphasizing that people knew to expect Jesus because prophets 

told about Him.

CHOICE 3
►“Tangled Lights” (Kids Activity Page), Scroll Ornaments

1. Encourage kids to complete “Tangled Lights” on the Kids Activity Page by reading 

the verses and finding the matching promises. Discuss with kids how each 

promise and prophecy was fulfilled. Remind kids that the prophecies were made 

four hundred years before the birth of Jesus. 

2. Invite kids to make scroll ornaments. Give each kid two pencils and a piece of 

paper. Instruct kids to punch a hole in the middle of one long side. Below this, 

direct kids to write Prophets told about Jesus. Kids may also draw a picture.

3. If they wish, kids may look up Scripture references for the prophets’ words. 

Although today’s story was from Isaiah 6–7 and Micah 5, they may want to 

include chapters 9 and 11 in Isaiah. Help kids look up these chapters for more 

information about Jesus’ birth.

4. After writing words from the Bible, suggest kids roll each end of the scroll around 

the pencils, rolling the scroll toward the middle without covering the words.

5. Remove the pencils and tie a 6-inch piece of ribbon through the hole so the 

ornament can be hung on their tree as a reminder of the promise of Jesus.

6. Wrap up by emphasizing that people knew to expect Jesus because prophets 

told about Him.

WRAP UP
 • Show kids the “Prophets Told About Jesus: Wrap Up” video.

 • Pray, thanking God for His promise to send a Savior to save us from our sins.

 • Remind kids to give their DisciplePoints pages to their parents. 

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages 

 ›Bibles, pencils, 4-by-11-
inch pieces of paper, 
colored pencils, hole 
punch, ribbon

WRAP UP

 ›DVD

LIFE POINT PeoPle knew to exPect Jesus because ProPhets told about him.
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UNIT 1
SESSION 1
 ›What prophets told about Jesus’ 
birth? (Isaiah, Micah)

 ›Why was King Ahaz afraid? (He was 
afraid of the armies fighting against 
Judah and claiming they would have 
a new ruler.)

 ›What would the baby be called? 
(Immanuel)

 ›Where did God tell Micah the baby 
would be born? (in Bethlehem)

 ›What would this baby do? (shepherd 
the people)

 ›How far would Jesus’ greatness 
reach? (to the ends of the earth)

 ›What is the job of a prophet? (to 
speak for God)

SESSION 2
 ›To whom did the angel, Gabriel, 
speak? (Mary)

 ›What was Mary’s first reaction? (She 
was startled and afraid.)

 ›What did the angel say would 
happen? (Mary would have a son and 
name Him Jesus.)

 ›Who else did the angel say was 
pregnant? (Mary’s relative, Elizabeth)

 ›What did the angel in Joseph’s 
dream say? (to not be afraid to take 
Mary as his wife)

 ›How did Joseph respond after the 
angel visited him? (He married her.)

SESSION 3
 ›Whom did Mary visit? (her relative, 
Elizabeth)

 ›What happened when Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting? (Elizabeth’s 
baby inside her jumped for joy.)

 ›What did Elizabeth say to Mary? 
(that Mary was most blessed of 
women) 

 ›What did Mary do after Elizabeth’s 
words? (Mary praised God.)

 ›Why did Mary praise God? (She was 
so excited and filled with joy.)

 ›How long did Mary stay with 
Elizabeth? (about three months)

SESSION 4
 ›When Caesar Augustus said 
everyone had to be taxed, where did 
Joseph go? (Bethlehem)

 ›Why did Mary have to lay the baby 
in a feeding trough? (There was no 
room anywhere else.)

 ›Why were the shepherds terrified? 
(They didn’t expect an angel to 
appear and speak to them.)

 ›What did the angel tell the 
shepherds? (that a Savior was born 
for them and lying in a trough in 
Bethlehem)

 ›When the angels left, what did the 
shepherds do? (went to Bethlehem to 
see the baby)

 ›What did the shepherds do when 
they left Mary and Joseph and the 
baby? (told everyone what they had 
seen)

SESSION 5
 ›Who did the wise men ask for when 
they arrived in Jerusalem? (the one 
born King of the Jews)

 ›What did Herod’s priests and scribes 
say would happen in Bethlehem of 
Judea? (The Messiah would be born.)

 ›What did Herod tell the wise men to 
do? (to find Him and tell Herod so he 
could worship, too)

 ›How did the wise men find the 
house where Jesus was? (A star led 
them to it.)

REVIEW 
QUESTIONS 
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 ›What did the wise men do when 
they saw the child? (dropped to their 
knees and worshiped Him; gave Him 
gifts)

 ›Why did the wise men go home a 
different way? (They were warned in 
a dream not to go back to Herod.)

UNIT 2
SESSION 1
 ›What was discovered during the 
temple renovations? (the book of the 
Law)

 ›How did King Josiah respond when 
he heard the book of the Law read 
to him? (He was distressed and tore 
his clothes.)

 ›Why was King Josiah afraid after 
hearing the book of the Law? (He 
knew they were not obeying God’s 
law.)

 ›What message from God did 
Huldah, the prophetess, tell King 
Josiah? (that God was pleased with 
his repentant heart; that the kingdom 
would not be destroyed in his lifetime)

 ›What did King Josiah promise to 
God in front of all the people? (to 
obey everything written in the book of 
the Law)

 ›How long will God’s Word last? 
(forever)

SESSION 2
 ›How did Daniel end up in Babylon? 
(He was taken captive.)

 ›Why were Daniel and the other 
young men taken to the palace in 
Babylon? (to be taught the language 
and customs of Babylon)

 ›Why didn’t Daniel want to eat the 
food from the king’s table? (because 
it would be breaking God’s laws)

 ›What test did Daniel suggest to the 
chief? (let them eat vegetables and 
drink water for 10 days)

 ›What happened to Daniel and 
his friends after the test? (Their 
appearances were better than all the 
other young men.)

 ›What did the king think about 
Daniel and his friends? (They were 
found to be the most wise and 
understanding.)

SESSION 3
 ›What made the officials jealous of 
Daniel? (King Darius planned to set 
him over the whole kingdom.)

 ›How did the officials trick the king? 
(They convinced him to sign a decree 
that all people would pray to only 
him.)

 ›What did Daniel do when he learned 
about the king’s new decree? (He 
opened the window and prayed.)

 ›What was the punishment for 
breaking the king’s decree? (being 
thrown into a den of lions)

 ›What did the lions do to Daniel in 
the lions’ den? (Nothing. An angel 
closed their mouths.)

 ›What did King Darius declare after 
Daniel was saved? (Daniel’s God is 
the living God.)

SESSION 4
 ›What did God command Jonah to 
do? (to go to Nineveh)

 ›What happened to Jonah when he 
ran away? (He was thrown off a ship 
in a storm and swallowed by a great 
fish.)

 ›What did Jonah do from inside the 
fish? (prayed)

 ›How did the people of Nineveh 
respond when Jonah spoke God’s 
message to them? (fasted; repented)

 ›Why didn’t God destroy Nineveh? 
(because they listened to Jonah and 
repented)

 ›How did Jonah feel when God did 
not destroy the people of Nineveh? 
(He was unhappy.)
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UNIT 3
SESSION 1
 ›What did John teach? (about sin and 
forgiveness)

 ›What happened when Jesus came 
up out of the water? (The Spirit of 
God, like a dove, came down on Him 
and He heard a voice.)

 ›What did the voice say? (“This is My 
Son. I take delight in Him.”)

 ›Who did John say Jesus was? (the 
Son of God)

 ›What did John say Jesus did? (He 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.)

 ›What does it mean that Jesus 
baptized with the Holy Spirit? (Jesus 
gave the Holy Spirit to those who 
believe in Him.)

SESSION 2
 ›What did the first man want Jesus to 
do? (make him well)

 ›What did Jesus do for the first man 
in the story? (healed him)

 ›After He healed him, what did Jesus 
tell the first man to do? (to show 
himself to the priest and offer a gift)

 ›What did the man in Capernaum 
want Jesus to do? (heal his servant)

 ›Why did the centurion not want 
Jesus to come home with him? (He 
didn’t feel worthy, and he knew Jesus 
could heal the servant with just a 
word.)

 ›Why do you think Jesus healed the 
two people? (He loved them and saw 
their faith.)

SESSION 3
 ›Where did the disciples go when 
they left Jesus? (in a boat to go to the 
other side)

 ›Where did Jesus go when the 
disciples left? (on a mountain alone 
to pray)

 ›What did the disciples think when 
they saw a man on the water in 
the storm? (They were terrified and 
thought He was a ghost.)

 ›What did Peter want to do? (walk on 
the water like Jesus)

 ›Why did Peter start to sink? (He saw 
the wind and became afraid.)

 ›How did Jesus save Peter? (He 
reached out to him, caught him, and 
took him to the boat.)

 ›How did the disciples in the 
boat react to this miracle? (They 
worshiped Jesus and believed He is 
the Son of God.)

SESSION 4
 ›How many times was Peter willing 
to forgive? (7 times)

 ›How many times did Jesus tell Peter 
to forgive? (70 times 7)

 ›Why did the king forgive such a 
large amount? (The man begged him 
and the king was compassionate.)

 ›How did the first servant treat the 
other servant who owed him? 
(He choked him and demanded 
payment.)

 ›What did the king do when he 
heard what the first servant had 
done to the other servant? (The king 
threw the first servant in jail.)

 ›What did Jesus want Peter to learn 
from this story? (God wants us to 
forgive others the same way He has 
forgiven us.)
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       UNIT 1. SESSION 1 Prophets Told About Jesus

Oh, no! The Christmas lights are tangled, and we can’t tell which promise goes with each verse. 
Look up and read the verse to find the matching promise.

Genesis 

3:15

Micah 

5:2

Isaiah 

9:6

Zechariah 

9:9

Isaiah 

53:5

Isaiah 

53:9

Psalm 

16:10

He would 

be born of 

a woman.

He would 

be born in 

Bethlehem.

He would be 

called Prince 

of Peace.

He would 

ride into 

Jerusalem on 

a donkey.

He would 

be wounded 

for our sins.

He would die 

among the 

wicked and be 

buried with 

the rich.

He would be 

resurrected 

from the 

grave.

UNIT VERSE
There is born to you this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.
— L U K E  2 : 11
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Prophets Told About Jesus

ISAIAH 7:14; 9:6; 11:1-5; MICAH 5:2

Isaiah saw a vision of God sitting on a high throne. There were seraphim with Him. They called out to each other, saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.” Isaiah realized his own sin and God’s forgiveness. 
When Isaiah heard the Lord ask who would go, he responded that he would go. God told him what to say and what would happen in the future.
Ahaz was the king during that time. He was afraid of the armies 

fighting against Judah and claiming they would have a new ruler. But through Isaiah, God told him not to worry; it wouldn’t happen.
“The virgin will have a son and name Him Immanuel,” God said 

through Isaiah. And this child would come from the family of Jesse, who was King David’s father. He would be a judge who would examine a person’s heart and not his appearance. 
Another prophet, Micah, said the ruler would come from Bethlehem. His beginnings would be from eternity, and He would shepherd them with the strength and majesty of 

God. His greatness would be to 
the ends of the earth.

DISCIPLEFOCUS: Isaiah 7:14

DISCIPLEPOINT: People knew to 
expect Jesus because prophets 
told about Him.

DISCIPLEHOME: Parents, 
today’s Bible story covered the 
prophets’ proclamations that the 
Messiah would be born. People 
waited expectantly for hundreds 
of years to see the promised 
Savior.

THEME
God planned for Jesus to be the 
Savior from the beginning of time. 

LIVE IT OUT:  
Celebrate waiting for Christmas 
with your family. Find an Advent 
devotional book to use each day or 
week of the Advent season. Involve 
your child in planning special 
activities for the family. 

DAILY BIBLE READING:  
Sunday: Isaiah 7:14 
Monday: Galatians 4:4 
Tuesday: Isaiah 9:6 
Wednesday: Matthew 2:6  
Thursday: Matthew 1:23  
Friday: Luke 1:28 
Saturday: Luke 1:32

JESUS

- follow up




