
Unit 1, Session 1

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Sometimes life surprises us. Whether it’s good or bad, something happens that we 

didn’t see coming. When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the shepherds may have 

been startled, but it was no surprise. The Savior’s arrival was first promised many 

generations earlier.

The Old Testament prophet, Micah, ministered at a time when the people had 

drifted far from their faith in God, as the rich became richer at the expense of the 

poor. Micah’s message carried warnings that God’s judgment was coming. The 

prophet Isaiah, who ministered around the same time as Micah, also called the people 

to repent. He warned that their disobedience would result in God’s swift punishment.

Yet both of these prophets also spoke of hope and a future restoration. And in 

the hopeful parts of their messages, we find some of the beautiful Old Testament 

promises of the coming Savior. In Micah and Isaiah’s writings, we read of the place of 

Jesus’ birth along with beautiful descriptions of His character and His kingdom. These 

writings from centuries ago remind us today that God is in control and His promises 

are reliable.

How can you help the children in your class understand the connection between 

the Old Testament prophecies and the birth of the Savior we celebrate in this season?

________________________________________________________________

From the Old Testament prophecies to the New Testament accounts of Jesus’ 

birth, how does seeing the fulfillment of God’s promises encourage you in the 

challenges of life today? ______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

PROPHETS TOLD
ABOUT JESUS

LIFE POINT: PeoPle knew to exPect Jesus because ProPhets told about him.

SUGGESTED DATE

THEME
Prophets in the Old 
Testament told that Jesus 
would be the Savior. Jesus is 
the Messiah who fulfilled the 
Old Testament prophecies.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 11:1-5; 
Micah 5:2

JESUS

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
The virgin shall conceive and 
bear a Son, and shall call His 
name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14

UNIT VERSE
For there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  
Luke 2:11
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 ›CD

 ›A gift bag, crayons or 
colored pencils, scissors, 
and masking tape

 ›Print the “Bible Book Bows” 
from the CD. (These will 
be used all during the 
month.) 

 ›Make a tape line on a wall.

 ›Option: Print the names of 
Bible books on real bows.

BONUS ACTIVITY
Play “Christmas Toss”(Pack 
Item 8).

 ›Pack Item 5: “Body Spelling 
Cards” 

 ›DVD

OPTION:
Each week, post the Life 
Point for this week’s session 
where parents can see it. Post 
another copy in the room to 
help you and the kids focus 
on it. (CD)

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS 
►BIBLE BOOK BOWS

1. Welcome the girls and boys as they arrive, and ask them to color each of the 

“Bible Book Bows.”

2.  Place the “bows” in the gift bag and direct kids to take turns choosing a “bow” 

from the bag. Help the kids pronounce each Bible book name. Ask whether each 

book belongs in the Old Testament or the New Testament. (Kids may use the 

Table of Contents as needed.) Help the kids locate each book in their Bibles. After 

each book is found, the child who chose the “bow” will then tape the bow to the 

left side of the line if the book is in the Old Testament or to the right of the line if 

the book is in the New Testament.

3. Continue as time allows.

4. Option: “Prophets Told About Jesus” Coloring Pages (CD).

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY 
►BODY SPELLING

1. Form groups with one to three members. 

2. Give one group a card from “Body Spelling Cards.” Direct that group to work 

together, using their bodies to spell the word on its card. Explain that the team 

should form one letter of the word at a time. The other team(s) will guess letters 

and finally the word being formed. Play will then pass to another team and 

continue as before. Play a few rounds of the game.

3. Point out that the kids used their bodies to spell words and send messages. 

Suggest that there are many ways to tell messages, and forming letters and 

words with bodies is a way that people might not use very often.

4. Explain that in the Bible, prophets were people who spoke and wrote God’s 

messages to the people. Encourage the kids to listen to find out the names of two 

people who told God’s special messages to others. Explain that today the kids will 

learn that people knew to expect Jesus because prophets told about Him.

►Show the “Prophets Told About Jesus: Introduction” video.
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 ›Pack Items 1-4, 6, and 
7: “Unit 1 Banner,” How 
the World Was Saved,” 
“Luke 2:11,” “Unit 1 
Questions,” “Jesus Was Born 
Gameboard,” and “Jesus 
Was Born Game Pieces” 

 ›Teaching Picture 1

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›A gift bow, construction 
paper, and a marker

 ›Print Micah on one sheet 
of paper and Isaiah on 
another. (CD)

STUDY THE BIBLE 

INTRODUCE THE UNIT
 • Lead the group to sing “How the World Was Saved” (track 1).

 • Read aloud the Unit Banner. Comment that Jesus’ birth is the reason to celebrate 

Christmas.

LEARN THE WEEKLY VERSE
►Use Bibles.

 • Guide kids to find Isaiah 7:14 in their Bibles. Ask them to find the name Immanuel. 

Explain that Immanuel means “God with us.” 

►Practice the verse.

 • Read Isaiah 7:14 together a few times.

 • Hand a gift bow to one child. That child should say the first word of the verse and 

pass the bow to his left. Each child will take a turn saying the next word of the 

verse and passing the bow to his left until the verse has been completed. Repeat 

the verse several times, going faster each time. 

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
►Show the Teaching Picture. 

 • Ask the boys and girls what they can see in the picture. Ask them to predict what 

part of the story the picture shows.

►Introduce the Bible story.

 • Show the prophet name signs and pronounce the names. Ask who remembers 

what you said earlier about prophets. (They spoke God’s messages to the people.)

 • Point out that when people hear the story of Jesus being born they are looking 

back into the past, but that when the prophets told about Jesus being born they 

were telling about something that would happen in the future. Encourage the 

kids to think about how people might have felt as they heard the prophets tell 

what was going to happen.

 • Open your Bible to Isaiah 6 and tell the story in your own words.

►Tell the Bible Story: Prophets Told About Jesus

[Point to the Isaiah sign.] One day when Isaiah was in the temple, he had a 

vision. Isaiah saw God sitting on a high throne. God’s robe filled the whole 

temple. Angels were all around Him, worshiping Him. 
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Isaiah heard God ask, “Who should I send? Who will go for Us?”

Isaiah answered, “Here I am! Send me!” [Isaiah 6]

One message from God was for King Ahaz and the people. Isaiah said that 

God would give a sign for people to watch for. God promised that a woman 

who was a virgin would have a son. God said that the child would be named 

Immanuel, which means “God with us.”

[Point to the Micah sign.] Micah was also a prophet. He told God’s messages 

to people. He told the people that Bethlehem would be important because it 

would be the place where the coming king would be born. Micah announced 

that the One who was coming would rule forever and His greatness would 

extend over the whole earth.

The child who would be born would be the Savior of all people. We know that the child 

Isaiah and Micah told about was God’s Son, Jesus.

 

— B A S E D  O N  I S A I A H  7 : 1 4 ;  9 : 6 ;  11 : 1 - 5 ;  M I C A H  5 : 2 

APPLY THE BIBLE TRUTH TO LIFE AND PRAY
►Show the “Prophets Told About Jesus: Life Action” video. 

 • Ask why Junie said Jesus could not be surprised. (He knows everything.)

 • Ask why Junie said the people were not surprised by the birth of Jesus. (The 

prophets had told them that He was going to be born.) 

►Introduce the Life Verse.

 • Read Luke 2:11 from the display. Tell kids that this verse tells of the time God 

fulfilled His promise to send the Savior.

 • Thank God for telling people to expect Jesus. Thank Him for helping people today 

know that Jesus came, fulfilling the promise God made.

REVIEW
 • Ask the questions for this session and lead the kids to add pieces to the “Jesus 

Was Born Gameboard.”

PeoPle knew to exPect Jesus because ProPhets told about him.LIFE POINT
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LIVE IT OUT 

CHOICE 1
►Over My Head

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Guide kids to locate Isaiah in their Bibles. Explain that Isaiah the prophet wrote 

the Bible book named Isaiah.

3. Ask what Isaiah and Micah told about the coming Savior, Jesus. Emphasize that 

people knew to expect Jesus because of what the prophets told about Him. 

4. Acknowledge that the kids know that Jesus has already come. They know a 

lot about Christmas and about Jesus being born. Encourage the kids to name 

people, places, animals, and objects that are part of the biblical Christmas story. 

List their ideas on index cards, one idea per card. Mix the cards facedown on the 

table. Without looking at the face of the card, choose one and hold it over your 

head so the kids can see the word. Explain that you will ask questions that can 

be answered with yes or no and will try to guess the word on the card. [Model for 

kids the kinds of questions to ask, such as: Am I a person? Am I a place? Did I travel a 

long way? Did I write about Jesus? Am I a city? Am I an animal?] After you guess the 

riddle, ask if this was something that Isaiah or Micah told people to expect. 

5. Invite a child to hold a card over her head while she questions the group and tries 

to solve the riddle. Continue with other players.

CHOICE 2 
►Coming Soon!

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Recall together what things Isaiah and Micah told about the coming Savior. 

Remind the kids that the two prophets spoke God’s messages to the people so 

they would expect Jesus to come. 

3. Ask if the kids have ever seen movie posters that said “Coming Soon” or heard a 

commercial for something that was “Coming Soon!” Ask why kids think people 

make posters and commercials like that. (They want people to know what’s 

coming–to expect whatever it is–and be excited about seeing the movie or buying the 

product.)

4. Invite the kids to make “Coming Soon” posters. Explain that since we know Jesus 

has already come, these posters can tell that Christmas is coming soon. Talk 

about information the posters might include, and other ideas. Plan to display the 

finished posters. Pray and thank God for promising to send Jesus.

CHOICE 1 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 › Index cards and a thin 
marker

 ›Option: Use a stretchy 
headband or a length of 
elastic. Place it around the 
child’s head and tuck the 
card inside, against the 
forehead, with the word 
showing to the group.

CHOICE 2 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 ›Half-sheets of poster board 
and markers or crayons
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CHOICE 3
►Isaiah and Micah on Social Media

1. Complete the Kids Activity Page.

2. Guide kids to locate both Isaiah and Micah in their Bibles. Explain that both Bible 

books are named after the prophets who wrote them. Ask what these prophets 

told people. Emphasize that the news helped people know to expect the Savior.

3. Point out that when news happens today, people often hear about it on TV or the 

radio, and more and more on social media. Suggest the kids create messages that 

might have come from the two prophets if they were writing today.

4. Help the group make a list of things they know the prophets said. In addition to 

today’s story, help them look at Isaiah 9:6. Print all their ideas on a large piece 

of paper, then encourage the kids to write their messages on index cards, one 

message per card. Tell the kids to be sure to put the appropriate prophet’s name 

on each message. Explain what a “hashtag” is. Ask if they think they should add 

any hashtags to their messages.

5. Encourage the kids to show and read aloud their completed messages. Pray and 

thank God that people knew to expect Jesus because prophets told about Him.

WRAP UP
►Missions Emphasis:

 • Remind kids that missionaries must learn the language of the people where they 

live. This month the kids will be learning about a family that went to Ghana as 

missionaries. They had to learn a language called Mampruli (MAM-prew-lee). Lead 

the kids to say “good morning” in Mampruli: Dasuba [DA-su-bah]. Ask God to help 

missionary families learn languages well so they can tell people about Jesus. 

►Show the “Prophets Told About Jesus: Wrap Up” video.

 • Read Luke 2:11 together. Thank God for promising to send the Savior. 

 • Remind the kids to give their DisciplePoints pages to their parents.

 • Whisper to each child “Jesus is the Savior” as he leaves the room. 

►This week:

 • Plan to send a Christmas card to each child. Remind the kids that just as people 

could expect that Jesus was coming, they can know that Christmas is coming.

CHOICE 3 

 ›Kids Activity Pages

 › Index cards, a large piece 
of paper, and colored pens 
or pencils 

 ›Option: Show some 
screen shots, printed 
copies, or live examples of 
social media messages. 

BONUS CHOICE 
Guide the kids to create a 
TV news show interview. 
Use the CD Item “Isaiah 
and Micah Interviews” for 
question and answer ideas.

WRAP UP

 ›DVD 

LIFE POINT PeoPle knew to exPect Jesus because ProPhets told about him.
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UNIT 1. SESSION 1

Scrambled L
ights

Prophets Told About Jesus 

Follow the directions above each set of blanks.

Unscramble all the red lights into the name of 
a prophet who told that a son would be born.

Unscramble all the blue lights into the name of a 
prophet who told where the son would be born.

Unscramble all the green lights to find 
the name of the son who would come.

Unscramble all the yellow lights to 
find the book that tells these answers.

s  I  

a  

a  

i  

h

h  
a  

c  

i  

M

s  
u  

s  

J  

e

i  

l  

e  

b  

B

WHAT TO EXPECT 
Which of 
these pictures 
shows what 
the prophets 
told people 
to expect?

LIFE VERSE
For there is born to you this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who 

is Christ the Lord. 
— L U K E  2 : 11
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JESUS

Prophets Told About Jesus

ISAIAH 7:14; 9:6; 11:1-5; MICAH 5:2

Isaiah went to the temple to worship. Suddenly, he saw God on a throne. His robe filled the whole temple! Angels stood all around the Lord. They worshiped Him.

Isaiah heard God asking who He should send. God asked who could go for Him. Isaiah answered, “Here I am. Send me!”
Then God gave Isaiah a message for the people. Isaiah was to tell the message to everyone.
Isaiah went to the king with God’s message. The king was very afraid. His people were very afraid. An enemy army was coming. They did not believe they could win the battle.
Isaiah said, “The enemy will not win. God is with you.” Then Isaiah added, “God will give you a sign. A woman who has never been with a man will have a son. He will be Immanuel (God with us).”
Another time, God gave a different message to the prophet Micah. Micah told the message to others. He said that the Savior would be born in Bethlehem.

DISCIPLEFOCUS: Isaiah 7:14

DISCIPLEPOINT: People knew to 
expect Jesus because prophets told 
about Him.

DISCIPLEHOME: Parents, 
today’s Bible story covered the 
prophets proclamations that the 
Messiah would be born. People 
waited expectantly for hundreds 
of years to see the promised 
Savior. 

THEME
Prophets in the Old Testament told 
that Jesus would be the Savior. 
Jesus is the Messiah who fulfilled 
the Old Testament prophecies. 

LIVE IT OUT: Celebrate waiting 
for Christmas with your family. 
Find an Advent devotional book 
to use each day or week of the 
Advent season. Involve your child 
in planning special activities for the 
family.

DAILY BIBLE READING:  
Sunday: Isaiah 7:14 
Monday: Galatians 4:4  
Tuesday: Isaiah 9:6 
Wednesday: Matthew 2:6  
Thursday: Matthew 1:23 
Friday: Luke 1:28 
Saturday: Luke 1:32   

- follow up


