
SUGGESTED DATE:

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
According to some, people do not have many needs. Some have narrowed it down to 

three: water, food, and shelter. Of course, that leaves out air, sunlight, and many other 

things we take for granted that are absolutely essential for physical life. Jesus goes far 

above even those basic physical needs to the deepest spiritual needs of each person. 

Jesus’ miracles were often dramatic presentations of His ability to overcome the 

restraints of physics on earth. By performing miracles, He revealed His divine nature 

and always honored His Father. Jesus was always on mission to bring glory to God.

This passage reminds us that Jesus cares for our needs, even when we may not 

realize how strong that need might be. A huge crowd of people had followed Jesus 

because they had witnessed the miracles He had performed. Jesus knew the people 

needed food. When Jesus asked Philip how that need could be met, Philip responded 

that it would take almost a year’s salary to provide just a small portion that would 

not satisfy the need! Only Jesus could take the offering of a boy’s lunch and feed 

thousands of people.

Remember that Jesus not only meets your eternal needs but He also provides for 

physical needs as well—just as He provided food for the thousands gathered to hear 

Him teach. Today as you eat, sleep, and live, recall the Provider of all good things and 

thank Him. Praise Him. Honor Him. Ask Him to show you how you can help others.

How has Jesus meeting your needs helped you grow spiritually?  �������������

����������������������������������������������������������������

Make a list of needs that other people might have. What are you willing to offer 

Jesus to help meet those needs?  ���������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������

JESUS FED 
THE PEOPLE

LIFE POINT: Jesus cared for people’s needs.

THEME
Jesus performed miracles.

BIBLE PASSAGE
John 6:1-13

WEEKLY VERSE
Jesus gave food to people.  
John 6:11

UNIT VERSE
I love You, Jesus.  
John 21:17

JESUS
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Decide when to have group 
time; then select learning 

activities to use before and/
or after group time.

CHOOSE
Your Own 

SCHEDULE

 ›Pack Items 1, 4, and 5: 
“Unit 1 Banner,” “Weekly 
Bible Verse Strips,” and 
“John 21:17”

 ›Teaching Picture 1 (Bonus 
ideas on back)

 ›CD

 ›  DVD 

 ›A ball

 ›Display the “Unit 1 Banner” 
and “John 21:17” all month.

 ›Option: Each week, print 
and post a copy of that 
session’s Life Point near 
the door where parents 
can see it. Post another 
copy near the “Unit 1 
Banner.” (CD)

GROUP TIME 
►Transition to Group Time. Direct the kids to follow you around the room. Pretend 

to walk up a hill; go down a flight of steps; drive a car; and then sit for group time.

►Sing. Play “He’s the Son of God” (track 1). Lead the children to sing the song. Point up 

when Jesus’ name is mentioned.

►Introduce the Life Point and tell the Bible story. Tell the kids that today they will 

learn that Jesus cared for people’s needs. Open the Bible to John 6. Read aloud the 

Weekly Verse. Show the verse strip and invite the kids to say the verse with you. Tell 

the story in your own words. 

JESUS FED THE PEOPLE
—Based on John 6:1-13

Jesus traveled to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd followed 

Him because they saw Him heal sick people.

Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down with His disciples. He saw the 

large crowd of people and asked one of His disciples, Philip, where they could 

buy bread to feed all of the people. Jesus knew how He was going to feed the 

people, but He wanted to see what Philip would say.

Philip said it would cost a lot of money to buy enough bread for each person to 

have just a little. Another disciple, Andrew, told Jesus that there was a little boy in 

the crowd who had five loaves of bread and two fish. But, Andrew did not think that 

would feed very many people.

Jesus had the people sit down on the grass; there were over five thousand 

people! Jesus gave thanks for the food and then gave it to the people. After 

everyone had enough to eat, there were twelve baskets of food left over!

Jesus cared for the people by giving them food to eat.

►Recall the Bible story. Show Teaching Picture 1. Toss a ball to a child and ask him 

to tell something about the story. Toss the ball to another child to tell what she 

remembers from the story. Give each child a turn to answer. Explain that Jesus fed 

the people because He cared for them.

►Talk about the Life Point. Remind the boys and girls that Jesus met the people’s 

need for food. Ask the kids to tell ways Jesus shows His care for them.

►Pray. Pray and thank God for taking care of the children.

►Learn John 21:17. Show the pack item. Say the verse with the kids several times. 

Place the verse facedown and allow the children to recall the verse from memory.

►Wrap it up. Show the “Jesus Fed the People: Life Action” video.
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BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

PLANT SEEDS
 ›Spread the plastic tablecloth on the floor. Set potting soil, scoops, and cups on the 
tablecloth. 

 • Help kids to complete the Kids Activity Page.

 • Guide the kids to scoop soil to fill half the cup, select seeds to place in the cup, and 

cover the seeds with more soil. Encourage the boys and girls to use markers and 

stickers to decorate their cups as you talk about the Bible story.

 • Explain that once their tomato plants have grown, they can be used to provide food. 

Encourage the kindergartners to give their plants to their families or neighbors.

 • Remind the kids that Jesus provided food for over 5,000 people because He cared for 

them. Say the Life Point: Jesus cared for people’s needs. (nature)

DECORATE A FISH
 • Guide each child to put on a painting smock.

 • Give each child a copy of the fish pattern from the Leader Pack.

 • As the kids decorate their fish, open the Bible and tell the story. Emphasize that 

Jesus used only two fish and five loaves to feed all of the people, and that He did the 

miracle because He cared for the people and met their need for food.

 • Say the Weekly Verse: Jesus gave food to the people. John 6:11.

 • Ask how Jesus shows He cares for the kids. Tell the kids that Jesus loves them and will 

meet their needs. 

 • Lead the kids to say the Life Point: Jesus cared for people’s needs.

 • Hang the decorated fish around the room. (art)

EAT A SNACK
 • Encourage the girls and boys to sit on the floor. Explain that Jesus had the people sit 

on the grass in the Bible story.

 • Distribute napkins, bread, fish crackers, cups, and water. Thank God for the snack.

 • As the children eat their snack, remind them how Jesus fed the people with a little 

boy’s lunch of two fish and five loaves of bread.

 • Talk to the kids about how only Jesus could take a little food and feed over 

5,000 people.

 • Open the Bible to the Weekly Verse and say John 6:11, Jesus gave food to people.

 • Ask if a child would like to thank God for the food they have just eaten. If no child 

wants to pray, do so yourself.

 • Say the Life Point together: Jesus cared for people’s needs. (dramatic play)

 ›Kids Activity Pages 

 ›A Bible, tablecloth, potting 
soil, scoops, plastic cups, 
tomato seeds, markers, 
and stickers 

 ›Pack Item 8: “Fish Pattern” 

 ›A Bible, finger paints 
or tempera paint and 
brushes, painting smocks, 
and tape or string to hang 
fish

 ›Pack Item 9: “Allergy Alert”

 ›A Bible, napkins, fish 
crackers, bread, small cups, 
and water

 ›Option: Spread a plastic 
tablecloth on the floor.

 ›Option: If appropriate, 
and weather permitting, 
take the kids outside to 
sit on the grass for their 
snack.
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Jesus cared for people’s needs.

PLAY “FOLLOW THE PATH”
 • Open the Bible to John 6. Talk about the Life Point. Remind the kids that Jesus still 

cares for people and meets their needs.

 • Show the gameboard. Give each child a button as a game token.

 • Ask a child to tell something he remembers from the story. Direct him to roll the 

numbered cube, and then to move that number of spaces on the board. Guide the 

kids to take turns. (games)

MAKE A PUZZLE
 • Talk about what needs are and direct the kids to draw large pictures of ways Jesus 

meets needs in their lives. Encourage them to color their pictures. 

 • Show how to draw lines on the paper to make it look like a puzzle. Suggest the kids 

divide their pictures into six puzzle pieces.

 • Help the kids to cut their puzzles apart and place the pieces in plastic ziplock bags. 

Print each child’s name on her bag.

 • Lead the kids to trade puzzles with friends and to work one another’s puzzles.

 • Show the Teaching Picture. Remind the kids that Jesus gave the people food. Jesus 

cared for people’s needs. (puzzles)

BONUS ACTIVITIES 

NAME THAT FOOD
Show pictures of different types of foods including fruits, vegetables, meats, breads, 

and dairy items. (Find pictures in advance on the internet or in magazines.) Ask 

the kids to identify the type of food in each picture. Encourage them to name their 

favorite foods to eat. As kids talk, thank Jesus for giving us the different types of food 

to eat. Ask what type of food Jesus used in the Bible story.

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print the page (CD) and provide crayons. Talk about the Bible story as children work. 

Option: Send the sheet home as a story reminder the kids can color during the week. 

CLEAN UP
Lead kids to help clean up as they repeat the Life Point: Jesus cared for people’s needs.

 ›Pack Item 10: “Follow the 
Path” 

 ›Bible, buttons (various 
colors), a numbered cube

TEACHING TIP:
It is perfectly fine for kids to 
repeat facts that other girls 
and boys have already stated.

 ›Teaching Picture 1

 ›Heavyweight paper, 
scissors, markers, crayons, 
plastic ziplock bags, and a 
ballpoint pen or Sharpie™ 

LIFE POINT
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BIBLE FUN ACTIVITIES 

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more volunteers to 

pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Tell the kids to pretend to be fish. Instruct them to swim over to the group time area.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY

►INTRODUCE the Bible Story: John 6:1-13

 • Tell the kids to hold up five fingers on one hand and two fingers on the other hand.  

Explain that in today’s Bible story the numbers five and two, a little boy’s lunch, 

and Jesus are all important. Remind the kids that Jesus cares for people’s needs.

►SUMMARIZE the Bible Story

 • A large crowd followed Jesus, which included 5,000 men.

 • Jesus asked Philip where they could get food to feed all of the people.

 • Philip said they did not have enough money to buy food for everyone.

 • Andrew told Jesus that there was a little boy in the crowd with a lunch: two fish 

and five loaves of bread.

 • Jesus had the people sit on the grass. He prayed and blessed the two fish and  

five loaves. He gave pieces of bread and fish to the people.

 • Jesus fed over five thousand people.

 • There were twelve baskets of leftover food.

►REVIEW the Bible Story

 • How many men were in the crowd following Jesus?

 • How much food was in the boy’s lunch?

 • What did Jesus do before He gave out the food?

►EMPHASIZE the Life Point

 • Tell the kids that Jesus cares for people’s needs.

LIFE POINT
Jesus cared for people’s 
needs.

UNIT VERSE

I love You, Jesus. 
John 21:17

WEEKLY VERSE

Jesus gave food to people. 
John 6:11

JESUS FED THE PEOPLE

ROOM
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SING TOGETHER
Sing these words to the tune of “The Farmer in the 

Dell”:

Jesus used two fish, Jesus used five loaves,

Jesus used the fish and loaves to feed the hungry 

crowd.

Jesus cares for us, Jesus cares for us,

Jesus meets all our needs, Jesus cares for us.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible and read John 6:11: “Jesus gave food 

to people.” Tell the girls to say the first half of the 

verse. Tell the boys to say the second half. Switch 

and tell the boys to say the first half, and the girls 

the second half. Say the verse together as a group.

PRAY
Ask volunteers if they would like to pray. Thank God 

that Jesus can meet all of our needs.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize the Life Point during the activities: 

Jesus cared for people’s needs.

A. Make fish magnets. For each child, provide 

simple fish shapes made from construction 

paper, a glue stick, sequins, and a small round 

magnet. Guide the kids to write their names 

and decorate one side of the fish with sequins; 

tell kids to glue the magnet on the other side. 

Talk about the Bible story. Remind the kids 

that Jesus met the people’s need for food with 

only two fish and five loaves of bread. 

B. Learn the Bible verse. Print each word of the 

Bible verse on a sheet of heavyweight paper, 

one word per paper: Jesus gave food to people. 

John 6:11. Tape the papers to the floor in a 

hopscotch pattern. Encourage the kids to hop 

on each sheet and say the word or reference. 

Talk about needs and ways Jesus meets them.

C. Read books about Jesus. Make a cozy 

reading area or lay the books around the 

room. Offer to read books with the kids or 

encourage the children to read to each other. 

Talk about how Jesus loves people and meets 

their needs. Ask how Jesus meets the needs 

of the kids’ families. Ask them to recall how 

Jesus met a need in the Bible story. 

D. Play charades. Write words that describe 

needs that Jesus provides on index cards, 

one need per card. (For example: food, family, 

home, church, air, water, and so forth.). Place 

the cards in a basket. Ask for volunteers to 

take a card and play out the need on the card. 

(Be ready to whisper the word to the child.) 

Help the other kids to guess the need. Explain 

that Jesus is able to meet any needs that they 

have.

CLEAN UP
Guide the kids to help each other as they clean up. 

Play songs from the CD as the children work.

ROLL THE BALL
Arrange the boys and girls in a circle. Direct the 

kids to roll a small rubber ball to one another as 

you count to 2, 5, or 12, and say stop. The child 

with the ball when you say stop must recall and tell 

something from the Bible story. Play until all the 

parents have come.

DISMISS
Make sure that the children have collected all of 

their personal belongings. Make sure each 

family receives a DisciplePoints page. Tell 

parents the Life Point and encourage them to 

review the lesson with their children during 

the week.
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UNIT 1. SESSION 1  Jesus Fed the PeoP le UNIT VERSE
I love You, Jesus.
— J O H N  2 1 : 1 7

One day, Jesus fed over five thousand people with two fish and five loaves of bread.  

Find the words below that are in the Bible story. 

IM
AG

E 
CR

ED
IT

: S
H

U
TT

ER
ST

O
CK

.C
O

M

Talk about the Bible story. Tell about ways that Jesus shows His love for people.
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JESUS FED THE PEOPLE

JOHN 6:1-13
Jesus traveled to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd 
followed Him because they saw Him heal sick people.

Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down with His disciples. He saw the large crowd of people and asked one of His disciples, Philip, where they could buy bread to feed all of the people. Jesus knew how He was going to feed the people, but He wanted to see what Philip would say.
Philip said it would cost a lot of money to buy enough bread for each person to have just a little. Another disciple, Andrew, told Jesus that there was a little boy in the crowd who had five loaves of bread and two fish. But, Andrew did not think that would feed very many people.Jesus had the people sit down on the grass; there were over five 

thousand people! Jesus gave thanks for the food and then gave it 
to the people. After everyone had enough to eat, there were twelve baskets of food left over!

Jesus cared for the people by giving them food to eat.

DISCIPLEFOCUS: Jesus gave food to people. John 6:11
DISCIPLEPOINT: Jesus cared for people’s needs.

DISCIPLEHOME:  
Parents, today your child heard 
Jesus fed a large crowd of 
people with a small child’s lunch. 
Jesus knew the people needed 
nourishment. He provided that 
need at the perfect time, just as 
He provides for all our needs. 

THEME
Jesus performed miracles.  

LIVE IT OUT:  
Review the Bible story with your 
child and tell her that God helps 
people have food. Provide a pan of 
water and a few sturdy vegetables 
for your child to wash. Say the Bible 
phrase “Jesus gave food to people.”  

 

DAILY BIBLE READING:  
Sunday: Matthew 7:11 
Monday: Galatians 2:19 
Tuesday: Matthew 9:36 
Wednesday: John 6:9 
Thursday: Galatians 2:20 
Friday: Matthew 8:8 
Saturday: John 6:11

JESUS

- follow up
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