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When you think about Jesus, what attributes come to mind?

What we believe about Jesus is the most important thing about us. Where do we get our thoughts about 
him? If we’re not getting them from the Bible, we will exalt other things above him. Consider asking, as a 
follow-up, “Where did you get this idea of Jesus?” Point them to the Bible for reference.

Asking the right questions is the mark of a learned person. Socrates, the Greek philosopher who lived 
over four hundred years before Christ, was said to be wise not because of his correct answers, but 
because he knew just the right questions to ask. Behind the book of Hebrews is an unspoken but almost 
audible question. No doubt, the writer had heard people ask, “What’s so great about Jesus?” As he 
ministered among the Jewish people, from time to time he might hear, “Why should I trust in Jesus?” 
The book of Hebrews, our focus for this quarter, is the revealing answer to the probing questions Jews 
asked about Jesus in the decades after his earthly ministry.

INTRODUCTION

Read Hebrews 1:1-4, 8-14.

Hebrews is a part of a group of writings in our New Testament called 
the General Letters. This book begins the section, and Jude concludes 
it. These are “general” letters in that, except for 2 and 3 John, they are 
not addressed to specific persons or churches. 

As we will see in the following lessons, studying Hebrews is both a 
challenge and an adventure. It is a challenge, for this book is in many 
ways difficult to understand. It was written shortly before A.D. 70, the 
year the Jewish temple was razed, and the Jews were therefore still 
worshiping by the sacrifices and rituals of the Old Testament. In fact, 
Hebrews is a commentary on the Old Testament, portraying Jesus 
Christ against the framework of Old Testament revelation. The book 
has deep truths that require a constant reliance upon the Holy Spirit 
and a diligent search of the entire Bible for confirmation of the truth 
that is presented in this profound letter.

The letter’s author does not identify himself, and that mystery adds to 
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the book’s difficulty. Throughout the centuries, scholars have offered 
educated guesses, which have included Paul, Barnabas, and Apollos to 
name a few. But the difficulties of the book open up the great adventure. 

From beginning to end, the author wanted to focus our attention on 
Jesus Christ, not himself. He wanted us to digest the wonder of Jesus, 
from his apostleship to his priesthood. The author of Hebrews is 
unknown. Yet the message is unparalleled. 

The Hebrew writer asked and answered the question, “What does God 
have to say to us in our day?” The answer is simple, but profound: 
Jesus Christ. All that the prophets had written in the past pointed to 
him. Today all that God has to say is expressed in him. He is God’s 
final, majestic Word. For this reason, the author of Hebrews devoted 
his entire work to pointing out the superior person, position, and work 
of Christ. Instead of telling us what Jesus said, like the Gospels, he 
concentrated on who Jesus is and what he has done. Simply put, Christ 
is incomparable.

CHRIST’S GREATNESS IS DECLARED IN HIS PRESENTATION
Hebrews opens with the announcement, “God has spoken!” Such a 
statement raises many questions. When did God speak? What did he 
say? Does he have anything to say to me? As to when, Hebrews tells us 
that in the past God’s message came in fragments “at sundry times” 
and by various, incomplete means (“divers manners”). That defines 
the message of the Old Testament. It’s incomplete. It leaves us wanting 
more. But now God’s truth is given fully and finally. What is it? It is Jesus. 
Unlike the prophets of the past, Jesus did not come merely to deliver a 
message, for he was the message. How, then, is Jesus presented?

1 Christ is presented as God’s Son.

Verses 1-3 describe Jesus as fulfilling Israel’s three covenant offices: 
prophet, priest, and king. He is the Prophet, speaking God’s message 
(verse 2). He is the High Priest, having “purged our sins” (verse 3). He is 
the King, being God’s Son (verse 2). Since Jesus is God’s Son, he is heir 
of all things. A son is in line to inherit possessions from his father, and 
the son of a king might inherit vast possessions. Verse 5 cites Psalm 
2, which refers to Christ prophetically and speaks of God giving to 
his King, namely Christ, the nations and the world as an inheritance 
(Psalm 2:8). Therefore, everything is soon coming under the dominion 
of Jesus, God’s Son.

2   Christ is presented as the Creator.

Jesus not only inherits all things, but he also created all things. “All 
things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that 
was made” (John1:3). What does Christ’s creative power mean to us? If 
Jesus has the power to create everything that we see and the things that 
we cannot see (either because they are too small or too distant), then 
he can make order out of chaos and fullness out of emptiness. He has 
the power to create something out of nothing in our lives.
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3   Christ is presented as the exact expression of the Father.

The phrase “express image” means an “exact reproduction.” In every 
respect, including his deity, Jesus is exactly like his Father. He is not a 
cheap imitation of God, but a perfect expression of the person of God 
because he is God. In the Hebrew mind, there could be nothing like 
God. Nor could any person duplicate God, for no one has even seen 
him. Yet Jesus is “the express image of his person.”

4   Christ is presented as the power that sustains creation.

The universe continues because of him, for he upholds it. Apart from 
him everything would collapse. The word upholding as used here 
means “bringing forward.” It applies to a person who has the power 
to keep something moving in the direction that it should go. Jesus’ 
authority keeps this world on track as it moves toward its divine destiny.

What are the differences between God’s message to our fathers and to us (Hebrews 1:1)?

To our fathers: incomplete until Jesus came, mysterious, awaiting the coming of the Messiah. To us: 
complete in Jesus Christ, salvation accomplished, we now await Christ’s second coming.

How would you explain Jesus to someone who didn’t know him according to verses 2-4?

He is the Son, Heir of all things, Creator of the world, Radiance of the glory of God, Exact imprint of God’s 
nature, Upholder of the universe, Purifier of sins, Superior in every way.

Since Christ is the creator of man, he is the only One who is to be exalted.

CHRIST’S GREATNESS IS SEEN IN HIS EXALTATION
1   Christ is exalted above Old Testament revelation.

The Hebrews considered the Old Testament the final word of the Lord. 
Since their Old Testament had concluded over four hundred years 
earlier with Malachi, they viewed the revelation of God as complete. 
The writer made it clear, however, that they had not read the final 
chapter of the book. The fact that God would speak shows that God 
is not as some think. He is not far off and detached. That God would 
reveal himself through Jesus shows that he is concerned with our 
lives, with the trials and the trouble, the death and decay, and all that 
happens to us.

2   Christ is exalted above the angels.

For many, the concept that angels have the privilege of living and 
serving in the very presence of God is an awesome thought. When we 
consider our unworthiness to approach God, we tend to view angels, 
because of their glorious and lofty position, as intermediaries between 
God and ourselves. After all, throughout the Old Testament God sent ...IN YOUR OWN WORDS 
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angels to deliver his Word, protect his people, or render judgment. 
However, Jesus has a better name than the angels. He is exalted because 
he is the only begotten Son of God.

3   Christ is exalted as King of kings.

Notice three remarkable truths about God’s final revelation. First, the 
Son is addressed as “God” by the Father. Therefore, Jesus has the very 
same nature, being, and character as the Father himself. Second, the 
Son’s throne is eternal. And third, the Son rules his eternal kingdom 
with a scepter of righteousness. Christ, therefore, is presented, not as 
a created servant to God like the prophets of old or the angels of the 
present, but as the majestic Sovereign who rules the universe.

4   Christ is exalted as the Anointed One of God.

Jesus Christ came to earth to fulfill and secure righteousness for sinners. 
He is the anointed of God. He is anointed above angels, prophets, 
priests, kings, and all others. The Greek word for anointed is the one 
from which the title Christ comes. The Hebrews understood that the 
Messiah would come one day. That day had arrived. No angel had been 
sent to secure righteousness. Only the Anointed of God, Jesus Christ, 
stands as the perfect, righteous, and ideal man. He alone can make us 
acceptable to God.

5   Christ is exalted because he is the eternal God.

All that is in the world is perishing. However, Christ is eternal. Time 
is to us like a ball and chain weighing us down. We’re always facing 
deadlines but can’t move quickly enough to get things done. This is not 
a problem for the eternal Christ, for he is not limited by time. He exists 
outside its boundaries. Time was created! It is an artificial method of 
measuring events. We can only see the present. The Son of God sees 
the present, the past, and the future as one.

What are some things you tend to elevate or exalt above Jesus?

Nearly everything in our life can become an idol in our heart, from our job, to our spouse, to our children, 
to our hobbies. 

As the exalted one, Christ is the only One who can bring true salvation.

CHRIST’S GREATNESS IS EXPERIENCED IN SALVATION

1   Christ is the superior Savior.

Christ triumphed over sin and death to make it possible for sinners 
to be saved and live eternally in heaven. But how do we know that his 
sacrifice was sufficient? The Father has exalted Christ to his right hand. 
There Christ will sit until he is ready to return in glory and put all his 
enemies under his feet. 
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Hebrews 1 describes Christ’s superiority by his names. He is the Son of 
God, Lord, and God. He is superior to angels in that he creates, sustains, 
rules, and redeems. No angel is able to do these things. In fact, angels 
and all of creation worship him. He has the attributes of God in that he 
is eternal, omnipotent, and unchanging. Indeed, he is superior as our 
Savior.

2   Christ brings a superior salvation.

Imagine a salvation so superb that even angels are sent to minister 
to us—after Christ has already done so much! We have no mediocre 
savior in some limited world. We have a complete Savior with all the 
resources in the world—and above it—at his disposal. We could not be 
more loved, and we could not be more saved. Jesus is the final word 
from God, come down to us for our joy. Will we listen to him?

CONCLUSION
In an evangelistic meeting in Ireland, the speaker was explaining what it means to walk with Christ and trust 
him completely in every trial. Concluding his message, he repeated several times, “It means that in every 
circumstance we can keep on saying, ‘For this I have Jesus.’” The meeting was then opened for testimonies. 
Quickly a lady stood up and said, “I have to leave shortly, so I’d like to be the first to testify. Just a few minutes 
ago I was handed this telegram. It reads, ‘Mother is very ill; take train home immediately.’ When I saw those 
words, I knew that tonight’s message was meant just for me. My heart looked up and said, ‘For this I have 
Jesus.’ Instantly a peace and strength flooded my soul.” 

Three weeks later the evangelist received a letter from the same woman. It read, “Thank you again for the 
message you gave that day. Life has become an uninterrupted psalm of victory, for I have come to realize 
that no matter what life brings, for this I have Jesus.” Only a great Savior can bring such a great salvation. 

APPLY IT TODAY! 
Take advantage of the opportunities to talk about Jesus with your family today. Notice what you and others say 
about him. How do your words reflect how glorious Jesus truly is?

Whatever your heart clings to and confides in, that is really your God, your functional savior.
—Martin Luther
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