
SUGGESTED DATE:

LEADER BIBLE STUDY 
Have you ever stood on a beach on a clear night and looked up at the sky? It’s awe-

inspiring to see billions of stars spread out across the heavens. Anyone could ask, 

“Where did it all come from?” A new generation of aggressive atheists maintain 

that time, space, matter, and energy—that is, everything that exists in the physical 

universe—was the result of a gigantic cosmic accident. The problem is, however, their 

argument violates the most basic concept of logic. 

Genesis gives the only reasonable answer as to how the universe came into being: 

God created the heavens and the earth. The Hebrew word translated “created” is 

bara, which means “specially created from nothing.” It is used only one other time 

(v. 27). By the infinite power of His Word, the Lord called everything into existence.

Genesis 1–2 outlines the six-day progression God followed to create everything. On 

day one God called forth light, establishing days and nights. On day two He made the 

sky. The third day he called the land earth and the waters seas. Plants and trees also 

appeared.

On day four God made the sun, the moon, and the stars. On the fifth day He filled 

the seas with life and the land with birds, each reproducing their “kind.” On day six 

God made other animals and specially created (again bara) mankind in His image. He 

said man and woman would rule over the animals and the earth and declared it all 

“very good.” Finally, by day seven, God had completed His work, and He rested.

Why do you think atheists are so adamant to deny the existence of a Creator?  ����
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How does it matter that we are made in God’s image? �����������������������
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GOD CREATED 
THE WORLD

LIFE POINT: God made the world.

THEME
God created the world in 
six days and rested on the 
seventh.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Genesis 1:1–2:3

WEEKLY VERSE
In the beginning God made 
the world.  
Genesis 1:1

UNIT VERSE
Everything God made is 
beautiful.  
Ecclesiastes 3:11

CREATION
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Decide when to have group 
time; then select learning 

activities to use before and/
or after group time.

CHOOSE
Your Own 

SCHEDULE

 ›Pack Items 1, 2, and 7: 
“Fall Bible Markers,” “Unit 
1 Banner,” and “Days of 
Creation Cards” 

 ›Teaching Picture 1 (Bonus 
ideas on back)

 ›CD

 ›DVD

 ›A Bible and a beanbag

 ›Display the “Unit 1 Banner.” 
Plan to leave it on display 
all month. Use today’s 
Bible marker to mark the 
appropriate verse in the 
Bible. 

 ›Save Pack Item 7 (Pack 
Item 8 is on the back) for 
later use.

 ›Option: Print and post a 
copy of this week’s Life 
Point near the door where 
parents can see it, and 
another copy near the 
“Unit 1 Banner.” (CD)

GROUP TIME 
►Move together. Hold your arms above your head and sway like a tree in the breeze. 

Lead kids to copy your motions. Change to move like a bird in flight, a fish swimming, 

a rabbit hopping, and a cloud floating. Ask who made trees, birds, fish, and so on.

►Introduce the Life Point. Explain that today’s Bible story is the first story in the 

Bible and is found in the Book of Genesis, the first book in the Bible. The story 

teaches people that God made the world.

►Tell the Bible story. Open the Bible and tell the Bible story in your own words.

GOD CREATED THE WORLD
—Based on Genesis 1:1–2:3

In the beginning, God made the heavens and the earth. Everything was dark and 

empty. There was only God. 

God said, “Let there be light.” Immediately light began to shine. God separated the 

light from the dark and made day and night. That was the first day.

On the second day, God made the sky above the earth. 

On the third day, God said, “Let dry land appear on the earth.” God gathered the 

water to make seas. God created all kinds of plants and trees to grow on the land. 

On the fourth day, God told lights to shine in the sky. He made the sun for the 

daytime and the moon and stars for night. 

On the fifth day, God said, “Let all kinds of creatures live in the water. Let birds fly 

across the sky.” All the fish, water animals, and birds appeared. 

On the sixth day, God created all kinds of animals to live on the land. Then God 

made people. People were different from every other thing God made. God made a 

man and a woman. God saw all He had made and it was very good. 

On the seventh day, God rested. The world He made was complete.

►Recall the Bible story. Lay the Teaching Picture on the floor. Invite each child to toss 

the beanbag onto the picture and name something that God made. 

►Say a Bible verse. Open the Bible and point to the first verse in Genesis. Say the 

verse and lead kids to respond. Tell kids that God created everything; nothing existed 

until God made it. Clap on every other word as you repeat the verse a few times.

►Play a game. Hand one of the “Days of Creation Cards” to each child (or pair of kids). 

Say the Life Point. Then ask what God made first. The child can lay the picture on the 

floor. Continue to put the cards in order. Say the Life Point after each card is placed. 

Flip over the cards and read the verse. Pray and thank God for the world.

►Wrap it up. Show the “God Created the World: Life Action” video.
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BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

DRAW STILL-LIFE PICTURES
 • Show the still life photos and talk about them. Tell kids they can arrange materials 

and draw pictures of what they see.

 • Invite the kids to choose some of the nature items and arrange them on a tray. 

 • Talk about the children’s drawings as they work on the still-life pictures. (If a child 

chooses to draw something completely different, talk about what he is doing.)

 • Open the Bible to Genesis 1 and talk about the Bible story. Lead the kids to say 

Genesis 1:1 with you.

 • Say the Life Point: God made the world. Identify the items on the tray as things God 

made. (art)

BUILD THE GARDEN OF EDEN
 • Talk about the Bible story as you show the Teaching Picture. 

 • Ask if any of the kids have gardens at their homes. Ask if any of them have visited 

grandparents or other friends who have gardens.

 • Suggest that kids use the materials to create a garden like the garden of Eden. 

 • Place the craft paper on the floor to be the outline of the garden. Tell the kids they 

can tear the paper scraps to be flowers, plants, water, or other things they need. 

Option: Allow the kids to glue the scraps to the craft paper.

 • Continue to display the Teaching Picture for ideas, but don’t limit the kids’ choices to 

just things in the picture.

 • Say the Life Point: God made the world. Thank God for the world He made. (blocks)

MOVE LIKE ANIMALS
 ›Mark today’s Weekly Verse, Genesis 1:1, in the Bible. Place the cards with the pictures or 
words in the bag.

 • Draw a card and show the children. 

 • Invite them to move and act out or pretend to be that animal. 

 • Ask a child to pull a card and move like that animal. Lead the other kids to guess what 

animal the child is showing.

 • Open the Bible to the marked verse. Read it to the kids and lead them to say the 

verse with you.

 • Talk about the Bible story. 

 • Say the Life Point: God made the world. Thank God for all the animals and the world 

He made. (games/dramatic play)

 ›Pack Item 6: “Still Life 
Photos”

 ›A Bible, paper, crayons 
or pastels, small trays, 
flowers in a nonbreakable 
vase, assorted fruits and 
vegetables, small rocks, 
leaves, and pinecones or 
whatever nature items are 
available

 ›Teaching Picture 1

 ›Plastic animal figures, a 
long piece of craft paper, 
small plastic trees or 
twigs, small rocks, and 
construction paper scraps

 ›Option: Glue sticks

 ›Pack Item 1: “Fall Bible 
Markers”

 ›A Bible, pictures of animals 
or names of animals on 
cards, and a bag
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God made the world.

READ BOOKS
 ›Spread the blanket or quilt on the floor. Arrange books and magazines on the blanket.

 • Open the Bible to Genesis 1 and talk about the Bible story. Lead the kids to say 

Genesis 1:1 with you. 

 • Talk about the nature items shown in the books or magazines. Comment that God 

made the world and everything in it.

 • Help each child put an activity page on a clipboard and complete the activity.

 • Say the Life Point: God made the world. Say Genesis 1:1 together and thank God for 

the world He made. (books)

USE NATURE PLAY DOUGH
 • Give each child a small ball of the play dough. 

 • Lead kids to push, mold, and cut the dough. They can press shells, petals, or rocks 

into the dough to make shapes and prints. 

 • As kids work, read the Unit Verse (Everything God made is beautiful. Ecclesiastes 3:11). 

Point to the petals in the dough or the shells as you say the verse.

 • Talk about the Bible story. 

 • Say the Life Point: God made the world. Thank God for the beautiful world He made. 

(nature)

BONUS ACTIVITIES 

DECORATE POTS AND PLANT SEED
Provide small cups or pots for children to decorate with markers. When pots are 

decorated, lead kids to scoop soil into the pots and plant grass seed. Tell the kids that 

God made the plants and the dirt. Say the Weekly Verse with kids. Offer to print the 

verse on the pots.

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print the page (CD) and provide crayons. Talk about the Bible story as children work. 

Option: Send the sheet home as a story reminder the kids can color during the week. 

CLEAN UP
Play music from the CD as you guide the girls and boys to help clean up the room.

 ›Kids Activity Pages 

 ›Pack Item 4: “Book: ABC 
Animals” 

 ›Books about plants, 
animals, the sun, and other 
natural world items; a quilt 
or blanket; pencils; and 
clipboards

 › If available, provide copies 
of family friendly nature 
magazines.

 ›Pack Items 3 and 5: 
“Ecclesiastes 3:11” and 
“Play Dough Fun”

 ›Play dough, petals or 
leaves, craft sticks, shells, 
and small rocks, 

 ›Make the play dough 
before the session.

SPECIAL BONUS 
ACTIVITY IDEA
If your church has an 
appropriate location, 
consider helping the kids 
start a real garden! Use 
the garden to teach about 
God’s world as well as things 
missionaries do around the 
world. Eventually harvest the 
food or collect the flowers to 
give to someone as a way to 
show God’s love.

LIFE POINT
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BIBLE FUN ACTIVITIES 

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more volunteers to 

pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Tell kids that are wearing green to move to group time. Continue to call colors until all 

kids have moved to group time.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY

►INTRODUCE the Bible Story: God Created the World, Genesis 1:1–2:3

 • Tell kids that in the beginning there were no colors. There was no light to see any 

colors. There were no people to see anything. There was only God. Then God 

created the heavens and the earth.

►SUMMARIZE the Bible Story

 • God said, “Let there be light.” Light began to shine.

 • God made the sky, the land, and the oceans. He made plants to grow on the land.

 • He made the sun, moon, and stars.

 • He made fish for the oceans and birds for the sky. He made animals for the land.

 • God made a man and a woman. People were the most important thing He 

 made.

 • God saw all He made was very good. On the seventh day, God rested.

►REVIEW the Bible Story

 • What did God make first?

 • What lights did God make and place in the sky?

 • What did God make to live in the oceans?

 • What was the most important creation God made? 

►EMPHASIZE the Life Point

 • Tell the kids that God made the world.

LIFE POINT
God made the world.

UNIT VERSE

Everything God made is 
beautiful.  
Ecclesiastes 3:11

WEEKLY VERSE

In the beginning God 
created the heavens and 
the earth. 
Genesis 1:1

GOD CREATED THE WORLD

ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 1•SESSION 1
BONUS TEACHING HOUR FOR 4s & 5s
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Thank you for serving!

SING TOGETHER
Sing these words to the tune “God Is So Good”:

God made the world, God made the world,

God made the world, He made *everything.

*Substitute specific things God made.

SAY THE WEEKLY VERSE
Open the Bible to Genesis 1:1. Read the verse. Lead 

kids to say the verse and pat their knees on each 

word. Repeat the verse and clap on each word. Add 

other movements as kids say the verse.

PRAY
Thank God for the world He made. Lead kids to take 

turns saying a sentence prayer to thank God: “Thank 

You, God, for making _____.”

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize the Life Point during the activities: 

God made the world.

A. Make a flower mosaic. Use a black marker to 

draw simple flowers on white paper. Provide 

the flower pictures, small pieces of colored 

paper, scissors, and glue sticks. Invite kids 

to glue pieces of colored paper inside the 

flower outlines to create mosaics. They can 

cut smaller pieces of colored paper as needed. 

Talk about things God created and say the 

Life Point. Offer to print the Life Point on the 

child’s page; or help the child print it himself. 

Note: Kids may want to draw their own 

flowers. Or, they may want to draw trees or 

animals to create mosaics. 

B. Stack the verse. Print the words of Genesis 

1:1 on paper squares or index cards, one word 

per square. Tape the words to blocks or small 

boxes. Open the Bible and read the verse to 

kids. Lead kids to stack the words of the verse 

in order, from bottom to top. Read the verse. 

Remove a word and challenge the kids to say 

the verse, supplying the missing word. Repeat 

with other words. Encourage kids to name 

things God made. 

C. Walk outside. Take groups of kids to walk 

outside. Find things that God made. Find a 

safe place to sit. Tell the Bible story and say 

the verse. Encourage kids to pray and thank 

God for the things He made. Return to the 

room. Provide paper and crayons for kids to 

draw pictures of things they saw. Option: 

Instead of walking outdoors, post pictures of 

nature items around the room. Walk around 

and find pictures of things God made. 

D. Scoop and pour water. Fill a dishpan about 

¼ full with water. Set the dishpan of water on 

a towel on a table. Place small cups with the 

dishpan. Invite kids to scoop and pour the 

water. Talk about the Bible story. Lead kids 

to name animals that God created to live in 

water. Name other things God made. Say the 

Life Point.

CLEAN UP
Give specific tasks for kids to do to help clean the 

space.

PLAY “WHAT IS IT?”
Sit together with the kids. Say: “I’m thinking of 

something God made. It lives in the water. It is 

very big.” (whale) After kids guess, say: “God made 

whales.” Then describe something else for kids to 

guess. Describe animals, plants, and birds. 

DISMISS
Give each child a Kids Activity Page as he 

leaves. Make sure he takes all his belongings.
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for the  

world He made.

UNIT 1. SESSION 1 God Created the World UNIT VERSE
Everything God made  

is beautiful.
— E C C L E S I A S T E S  3 : 11

Look at the pictures of some 

of the things God made. 

Draw the rest of each picture.the
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GOD CREATED THE WORLD

GENESIS 1:1–2:3
In the beginning, God made the heavens and the earth. Everything was dark and empty. There was only God. 
God said, “Let there be light.” Immediately light began to shine. God 
separated the light from the dark and made day and night. That was the first day.

On the second day, God made the sky above the earth. 
On the third day, God said, “Let dry land appear on the earth.” God 

gathered the water to make seas. God created all kinds of plants and trees to grow on the land. 
On the fourth day, God told lights to shine in the sky. He made the sun for the daytime and the moon and stars for night. 
On the fifth day, God said, “Let all kinds of creatures live in the water. Let birds fly across the sky.” All the fish, water animals, and birds appeared. 
On the sixth day, God created all kinds of animals to live on the land. Then God made people. People were different from every other thing God made. God made a man and a woman. God saw all He had made and it was very good. 

On the seventh day, God rested. The world He made was complete.

DISCIPLEFOCUS: In the beginning God made the world. Genesis 1:1
DISCIPLEPOINT: God 
made the world.

DISCIPLEHOME: Parents, 
today your child heard about the 
creation of the world. God created 
the world from nothing. What a 
wonderful gift God gave us!

THEME 
God created the world in six days 
and rested on the seventh. 

 

LIVE IT OUT:  
Young children have a hard time 
distinguishing the things God 
made from things that are man-
made. Take time to point out 
plants, animals, rocks, and other 
things God made. Thank God for 
His beautiful world. 

 

DAILY BIBLE READING:  
Sunday: Genesis 1:1 
Monday: Luke 4:18 
Tuesday: Genesis 1:27 
Wednesday: Genesis 2:3  
Thursday: John 12:8  
Friday: Genesis 2:22 
Saturday: Psalm 29:11

CREATION

- follow up
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