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FOREWORD...

FOREWORD
by Brian Jardine

Prix in Dorhout Mees, Krieghoff 
Sporting Masters at Westfields 
Shooting Ground and the CPSA 
British Open English Sporting at 
Oakedge Shooting Ground. 

We have been extremely 
busy building Olympic Trap 
machines in the recent weeks 
for installation in shooting 
grounds all over the world. 
We were incredibly proud to 
have completed the installation 
of four new Olympic Layouts 
at Nuthampstead Shooting 
Ground within 16 days whilst 
also completing layouts at the 
Fauxdegla Shooting Ground. 

We showcased the new 
Perdiz simulated game trailer at 
the CPSA World Championship 
at E.J. Churchill’s in June. 
This new 12 trap game trailer 
has been created especially 
with the grouse and partridge 
enthusiasts in mind. 

News that the IOC has formed 
three task force’s specifically to 
tackle corruption in sport comes 
as no surprise to me. We fully 
support this initiative.

Pheasant’s Flying High
Since we launched the Pheasant 
trap at the IWA show in Germany 
sales have exceeded expectations. 
The Promatic Pheasant was 
created for those who want a 
truly realistic representation of a 
pheasant in flight. It tilts 
horizontally from left to right and 
elevates vertically up and down. 
Besides throwing a flat regular 
bird the trap can throw clays 

Thank you for taking the time 
to read the summer issue of 
the Promatic newsletter. We 
are halfway through the year 
and have already sponsored 
numerous international 
competitions including the 
Pan African FITASC, Steel 
Challenge in the Netherlands, 
FITASC Grand Prix at Doveridge 
Shooting Ground, Hungarian 
Grand Prix, Classique 200 at 
Westfield Shooting Ground, 
European FITASC Sporting 
Championship at Piancardato 
in Italy, CPSA World English 
Sporting at E.J. Churchills, 
FITASC Hellenic Grand Prix in 
Greece and the Norwegian 
Championship at Kroken JFF, 
Norway. They all went extremely 
well with very few no birds. 
All the competition organisers 
were very pleased with the 
performance of the traps. 

Still to come for the rest of 
the year, we have Dutch Grand 

from 25 degrees either side of 
vertical to present a speeding, 
quartering or curling pheasant. 
Available in 10 stack, 400 clay 
capacity. For further information 
of the Promatic Pheasant, please 
visit www.promatic.co.uk or call 
our sales team on our usual 
number (+44) 0151 327 2220.

Tony Lightfoot
It is with much sadness we 
report the passing of Tony 
Lightfoot. He was a good 
friend to Promatic and all the 
staff during the 20 years he 
worked with us as a customer 
and represented us within the 
industry. His good humour and 
charm with the team and other 
customers is something that will 
be hard to replace. He will be 
sadly missed by all who knew 
this lovely man.

You will always be in our 
hearts Tony. With sincere 
condolences to his family and 
friends from all at Promatic. •
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IOC TACKLE CORRUPTION IN 
SPORT

Much credit must be given 
to the International Olympic 
Committee and other sporting 
organisations that have formed 
The International Partnership 
Against Corruption in Sport 
(IPACS). The most recent 
meeting was held in June 
in Lausanne, Switzerland 
to discuss topics such as 
“corruption in procurement”.

The IPACS Working Group 
agreed in December 2017 to 
establish three new taskforces 
with the mission to:
n   Task Force 1: Reduce 

the risk of corruption 
in procurement relating 
to sporting events and 
infrastructure;

n   Task Force 2: Ensure 
integrity in the selection of 
major sporting events, with 
an initial focus on managing 
conflicts of interests; and

n   Task Force 3: Optimising 
the processes of compliance 
with good governance 
principles to mitigate the risk 
of corruption.

Addressing the meeting, IOC 
President Thomas Bach said: 
“Sport, like all other areas of 
society, cannot be immune 
from corruption. Our challenge 
is to act quickly and effectively 
when it occurs. This is crucial 
to protecting our integrity 
and therefore our credibility. 
The huge value of IPACS is 
that it brings together key 
partners from international 
sport, government and inter-
governmental organisations. 
They can work together in an 
effective and pragmatic way that 
avoids creating unnecessary 
bureaucracy.”

Promatic fully support this 
initiative. •

AN EXTENSION
The introduction of the Policing 
and Crime Act 2017 inserts a 
new section into the Firearms 
Act 1968 that provides for an 
extension of eight weeks to 
expiring firearm and shotgun 
certificates in specified 
circumstances. This allows a 
licensing department to take 
extra time to ensure they have 
made an informed decision on 
the applicant’s ability to hold a 
certificate, without having to 
resort to issuing large numbers 
of Section 7 Temporary Permits. 
The new extension will apply 
only where an application is 
made to the police for the 
renewal of a certificate at least 
eight weeks before it is due to 
expire, but the police are unable 
to decide on the application 
before the certificate expires. The 
certificate’s terms and conditions 
will continue to apply during this 
period allowing those that 
require their firearms on a daily 
basis, such as gamekeepers, to 
continue doing their job. •

BASC 
CHAIRMAN 
AGAIN
Firearms specialist barrister 
Peter Glenser has been 
re-elected as BASC 
Chairman. The Vice-
Chairman and Executive 
Committee have also been 
re-elected.
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BASC AND FIREARMS 
CERTIFICATES ON 
THE UP
BASC has just topped 150,000 members 
as the latest figures released by the Home Office show that the 
number of firearms certificates on issue are at the highest level 
since 1988.

There were 157,581 firearm certificates on issue as at 31 
March 2018 in England and Wales, an increase of two per cent 
(2,623) compared with the previous year (154,958).

This is the highest number of firearm certificates on issue 
since ‘comparable’ records began following the introduction of 
the National Firearms Licensing Management System (NFLMS) 
(138,728 in March 2009). •

LICENCE FEES UNDER REVIEW – AGAIN
The Home Office is exploring 
an increase in licensing  fees 
for firearms. The  minister 
responsible for  firearms 
licensing, Nick Hurd MP  
recently confirmed in a written 
answer to a Parliamentary 
question that fees are 
currently  being reviewed.

This would be another blow 
to the wallet for shooters, 

coming just a few weeks  
after Mr Hurd suggested  
every gun owner would have  
to pay a fee to their GP when 
applying for  a certificate.  
BASC responded by  
highlighting that the online 
licensing system proposed  
in 2015, which it was 
anticipated would help the  
police to achieve full cost 

recovery, has still not been 
introduced. It also noted that 
the current system has been 
criticised as “inconsistent  
and inadequate” by Her 
Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary due to some 
police forces processing 
applications in as little as  
five days and others taking  
165 days. •

FIND LOST 
OR STOLEN 
GUNS
The Gun Loss Register is a 
searchable international 
database of more than 5,000 
stolen firearms. It is backed 
by the Art Loss Register, the 
world’s largest private 
database of stolen art that 
has recovered over £100m 
worth of art and antiques 
since 1990. You can also 
check on a prospective 
purchase; simply go to: 
gunlossregister.com, enter 
the make, model and serial 
number of a stolen firearm or 
one you want to purchase, 
and you could get a response 
within 10 minutes. Founder 
Julian Radcliffe said: “The end 
result is to increase 
recoveries, deter theft and 
support the trade and law 
enforcement agencies by 
providing a recognised due 
diligence service.” •

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS
The Game Fair celebrated its 
diamond jubilee at Ragley Hall 
Warwickshire on 27-29 July. 
BASC members, who received 
complimentary entry, were amongst 
the visitors over the weekend. Under 
the supervision of Steve Lovatt 
from the Clay Shooting Company 
Promatic supplied the shooting line with traps. •
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Yet the Birmingham 2022 
committee still exclude shooting. 
The decision to exclude was 
originally made on the basis that 
the National Shooting Centre at 
Bisley is too far away from 
Birmingham – even though the 
Manchester Games in 2002 
managed to incorporate the 
sport at Bisley and the centre is 
ready and willing to host the 
Games. However, the failure to 
include shooting means more 

missed medal opportunities and 
our athletes losing the chance 
to compete in front of a home 
crowd.

It is ironic that Birmingham’s 
history is entwined with the 
history of shooting sports and 
gun making, housing one of only 
two Proof Houses in the UK. The 
fi rst gun manufacturers came 
to Birmingham in the 1600s, 
giving the city’s famous Gun 
Quarter its name. It would be a 

disgrace for a city so rich in gun 
making history to turn its back 
on its roots. There is though 
a glimmer of hope as Sports 
Minister, Tracey Crouch MP, has 
confi rmed that the Government 
is “exploring the potential” of 
including shooting in the 2022 
Games. Although shooting 
is an optional sport at the 
Commonwealth Games it has 
been included in every games 
since 1970. •

WHY SHOOTING SHOULD 
BE INCLUDED IN THE 2022
COMMONWEALTH GAMES 
A total of 24 medals were won by shooters in the last
Commonwealth Games which represents 10% of all 
medals won by Home Nations:

David McMath Scotland Gold Men’s Double Trap

Ben Llewellin Wales Silver Men’s Skeet

Gareth Mcauley Northern Ireland Bronze Men’s Skeet

Linda Pearson Scotland Bronze Women’s Double Trap

Amber Hill England Silver Woman’s Skeet 

Michael Wixey Wales Gold Men’s Trap

Aaron Heading England Silver Men’s Trap

Kirsty Barr Northern Ireland Silver Women’s Trap

Sarah Wixey Wales Bronze Women’s Trap

David McMath Scotland Gold Men’s Double Trap

Tim Kneale Isle of Man Silver Men’s Double Trap

Linda Pearson Scotland Bronze Women’s Double Trap
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PERDIZ 12 – NEW 12 TRAP TRAILER
The Perdiz 12 is Promatic’s newest addition to 
the Simulated Game Trailer range of machines. 
The Perdiz – Spanish for partridge – trailer 
has been created especially with partridge and 
grouse enthusiasts in mind. It can present  
20 x 120 bird flushes with the push of a button.
The front and rear rows oscillate left to right 
independently, throwing clays randomly from 
any trap from three groups of four machines. 
There are 12 Super Sporters traps in total and 
an overall clay capacity of 2,520. The Perdiz 
comes with a dual game trailer radio with inbuilt 
flushes as standard.
 
n 12 trap simulated game trailer.
n Super Sporter traps.
n 2,520 clay capacity.
n Throwing distance 110m plus.
n Re-cocking time 1.5 secs.
n Three groups of four traps. 
n  Front and rear rows oscillate independently.
n 20 x 120 bird flushes, 
n  Dual Game Trailer radio controller 

(comes as standard).
n  122-degree angle of field 

(61 degrees L/R of centre).

n  Height 1,795mm, Length 6,890mm,  
Width 2,148mm and Weight 2.26 tons.

n Three-year warranty •
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Nuthampstead Shooting Ground
For over 30 years the Barker family have been the proprietors of 
Nuthampstead Shooting Ground, (postcode SG8 8LS) and have 
welcomed shooters of all levels and ability. The ground has something 
for everyone, from instruction for novice shooters to training camps 
and competitions for international athletes. There are four Olympic 
Trap (OT) layouts, a Skeet range, DTL and English Sporting. 

Ed Barker, an ISSF Licence Coach has been working with the 
British Shooting Talent Programme to enable a larger pool of potential 
athletes to achieve their potential, dreams and aspirations in clay 
shooting. Not only does he operate from Nuthampstead but travels 
around the country and internationally.

Ed’s tip for using his favourite Promatic trap, “To set the OT trap, pick a still day, use a tape 
measure, angle metre, height pole and a 19mm ratchet spanner.” 

Nuthampstead recently installed four new OT layouts; Ed 
commented, “The installation and service from Promatic have been 
amazingly quick and faultless. The layouts were installed to our 
exacting specifi cation and completed within 16 days from us placing 
the initial order. What more can I say?” 

Tel: 01763 848172
Website: http://www.nuthampsteadshootingground.co.uk
Email: nicky@clayshoot.biz
Facebook: @nuttyclays

Other Promatic Olympic 
Trap installations 
around the world:

n Boarding, China
n Umbria Verde, Italy
n  San Antonio Gun Club 

Texas, USA
n Delta, USA
n Rajasthan, India
n  Prince George’s 

County Trap and Skeet 
Center, USA

n  Cardinal Center Ohio, 
USA

n  Baiyang Lake Clay 
Target Training Base, 
China

n  Zhaodong Racecourse 
Clay Target Training 
Base, China 

n  Fauxdegla Shooting 
Ground, Wales

ED BARKER
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“THE BEST NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
IN NORWAY EVER ORGANISED.”
This was the opinion in a 
lot of feedback emails from 
competitors who entered this 
summer’s two Norwegian 
championships supported by 
Promatic.

The first was at Kroken 
JFF, situated in the beautiful 
Telemark county. Founded in 
1954 Kroken, like most hunting 
clubs in Norway, are a voluntary 
organization and part of the 
Norwegian Hunters and Anglers 
Association. The clubs shooting 
range, Fjellmyr offers National 
Trap, Compak Sporting and 
National Sporting.

They organised the 
National Championship 
in National Sporting 
with nearly 500 
competitors and 
Promatic supported 
the event by sending 
technician Adam 
Mead. Morten Aakre, 
the course setter and 
one of the driving 
forces in the club said, 
“Our championship 
was as ‘on track’ as 
you expect a good 
competition to be. The 
Promatic machines 
worked exceptionally 
well, as they always 
do. Promatic also 
provided new Hunters 
Shooting software 
that we used on 

our Promatic Datecs. This 
programme was a mix of DTL 
and Sporting which we used 
for a fun shoot on two ranges 
during the competition.” 
Morten summed up, “We use 
Promatic from experience and 
for us it’s our natural partner 
to go to when we organise 
competitions.” His main tip 
for target setting is:” Set fair, 
visible targets for everybody. 

The oldest competitor was 87 
and blind in one eye. When he 
told me he could see all the 
targets, but maybe not hit them 
all, I knew the targets were set 
correctly. My favourite – go to – 
machine is the Falcon 8 with tilt/
turn base as it provides plenty 
of variety and has good target 
capacity. My favourite target is 
one with a good curl that has 
more than one kill spot.”

Fjellmyr shooting range:https://goo.gl/maps/v31HytrDmT42
Contact: Jon Andre Nesland, mobile:+47 971 23 309 
E-mail: J.nesland@hotmail.com
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A few hours drive north of 
Kroken is Sokna, a small village 
in the middle of Buskerud 
County, home of the club Sokna 
JFF. Founded in 1984 it is a 
smaller club than Kroken, but 
it has been a driving force for 
Sporting in Norway for a number 
of years. The shooting range, 
Trampen, is considered by 
many shooters, one of the most 
beautiful ranges in Norway, with 
a mix of hills, forest, marsh and 
ponds. Trampen offers National 
Trap and several Compak 
Sporting ranges. At the end of 
June Sokna JFF organised the 
National Compak Championship 

with 165 shooters. For the first 
time the championship was 
organised as an inline event with 
international referees from the 
Baltics. The competition was 
shot over five Compak layouts, 
and different programmes on 

Saturday and Sunday.
Per Magnus Pedersen, the 

Nordic manager from Promatic, 
was target setter and head of 
the competition. “A lot of time 
was used in planning this event,” 
he said, continuing, “As the 
designated technician during the 
practise days and competition 
I was only called upon once to 
swap one battery. The machines 
worked flawlessly with a bare 
minimum of no-birds. After 
using nearly 70,000 targets 
during practise days and the 
competition this speaks volumes 
about the quality of the Promatic 
machines and the Promatic 
targets.”

Per Magnus’s tips for target 
setting include, “I am no fan of 
flat targets at long distances. 
I like to use colour to actually 
make it easier to see targets 
against certain backgrounds. 
As targets setters we have lots 
of tools we can use to ‘trick’ 
the shooters. We don´t need 
to make it harder by setting 
almost invisible targets. It should 
be enjoyable to shoot for all 
people, at all ages.” When asked 
to name his favourite trap he 
replied, “Give me a Falcon 8 and 
a couple of different springs and 
I can set most of the targets I 
need for Sporting. For Nordic 
Trap, the Promatic Signature 
is simply the best trap I have 
ever used; fantastic capacity, 
great trajectories and simple 
adjustments without using tools 
– just wonderful. •

Trampen Shooting range: https://goo.gl/maps/35MC9yeHfom
Contact: Per Magnus Pedersen, +47 93 24 97 29
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FESTIVAL OF 
SHOOTING
The World Sporting Championships was one 
of five prestigious championships that took 
place within the 5,000-acre West Wycombe 
estate and E.J. Churchills Shooting Ground 
at the end of June. The week-long festival 
consisted of the CPSA World English 
Sporting, World Sportrap, a Prelim English 
Sporting, a FITASC Sporting, the Blaser 
Intercontinental Trophy and a range of other 
exciting events.

With temperatures soaring to 31 
degrees, 300 Promatic traps threw in 
excess of one million clays in seven days 
for over 2,000 competitors. Promatic 
Ambassador and World Champion 
George Digweed designed the courses, 
commenting, “Yes the courses were on the 
tough side, but it’s a World Championship.” 

Congratulations to Richard Bunning for 
winning the World Sporting Championship 

RICHARD BUNNING
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 If you would like to unsubscribe from receiving the postal newsletter  

please email rachelblackwood@promatic.co.uk or call 0151 327 2220.

and to runner-up, Promatic 
sponsored shooter Mark Winser 
and Ladies High Gun Dianne 
Sorantino. Another winning 
Promatic sponsored shooter 
was Josh Bridges who took first 
in Juniors.

England nearly had a clean 
sweep at the World Sporting 
Championship. The host 
nation won the Overall Team 
(2822ex3400), Open Team 
(884ex1000), Ladies Team 
(470ex600), Junior (515ex600) 

and Veterans Team (509ex600), 
only losing out (444ex600) to 
the Americans in Super Vets 
(459). High Gun went to Richard 
Bunning (185) after two shoot-
offs (22+9) with Mark Winser 
(22+7). Third place went to Sam 
Green. Junior High Gun was Josh 
Bridges with 173 and Junior 
Lady was Emma Stacey on 154. 
Top Veteran was Phil Smith with 
174 and Graham Stirzaker won 
Super Vet with 172. Up and 
coming Tom Woodcock and 

Ami Hedgecock won the Colts 
category with 159 and 121 
respectively. Jamie Gutteridge 
(161) and John Harrison (129) 
were the Standing and Sitting 
disabled champions.

Richard Faulds secured the 
World Sportrap title with a well 
shot 91ex100 just one ahead  
of American Braxton Oliver  
who took runner-up by default 
over Frenchman Christophe 
Auvret. Richard lost out to  
Jack Lovick, by default, in the 
World FITASC on a shared score 
of 95ex100. •
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