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Foreword
by Brian Jardine

FOREWORD…

Thank you as always for taking the 
time to read the Promatic magazine. 
This summer has kept the Promatic 
factory busy with Sporting machines 
going to plenty of international 
competitions. We were particularly 
pleased to sponsor all the major 
Sporting FITASC competitions this 
year, starting in May with the 
FITASC European Sporting in 
Gant in Hungary, then onto 
FITASC European Compak in Evia 
Island Greece, FITASC World 
Sporting at E J Churchill and next 
onto FITASC World Compak in 
Galgamácsa, Hungary at the end of 
August. Amongst this, we were 
proud to be involved in the ICTSF 
World Sporting in Ireland, which 
received tremendous feedback 
from the shooters that attended. 

From Sporting to the Olympic 
shooting disciplines, Promatic 
have had great success with new 
installations of Olympic Trap in the 
UK this year. With 4 new layouts 
at East Yorkshire Shooting Ground, 
Promatic will be putting in new 
equipment to Owl’s Lodge, South 
Wales 2000 and E J Churchill. 

Since the installation of Olympic 
Trap and Skeet at Nuthampstead 
Shooting Ground, National 
Shooting Centre in Scotland and 
Fauxdegla Shooting Ground last 
year, the British Shooting Team has 
seen great success on the 
international competition circuit, 
with Olympic quota places taken 
by Matt Coward-Holley (OT Gold 

in Lonato) and Kirsty Barr (OT  
Silver in Al Ain). 

Despite this achievement, 
it was a blow to hear that the 
Commonwealth Committee 
has ruled out Shooting Sports 
for Birmingham 2022. We can 
only hope that the voices in our 
industry make enough noise to 
put forward our case so that the 
decision can be overturned. 

On a final note, I think it is 
relevant to mention Promatic’s 
commitment to manufacturing 
the best possible equipment for 
the shooting industry. When it 
comes to trap design, Promatic is 
fully dedicated to investing time in 
research and development of our 
products, so it was disappointing 
to see that a competitor has 
copied verbatim some design 
features of our Olympic Trap 
model. All I can say is imitation is 
the finest form of flattery! ●

Let’s Learn 
Moor 
As the Glorious 12th comes 
around, it is again the focus of 
celebration in our industry, and 
scrutiny by anti- shooting groups. 
A press release made by Labour in 
August has ‘demanded’ a review 
into Grouse shooting and its 
impact on the environment, and 
once more piggy-backs RSPB’s 
claim that Hen Harriers are at the 
edge of extinction, linking this to 
Grouse shooting. It is widely 
known that Chris Packham has 
been actively campaigning against 

Grouse shooting, and lately has 
raised a number of petitions saying 
grouse shooting is ‘economically 
insignificant when contrasted with 
other real and potential uses of 
the UK’s uplands’. The Hen Harrier 
argument has been proven to be 
nonsense, in fact Natural England 
reported in 2017 that 21 of 34 
fledged Hen Harriers were nesting 
on managed grouse moors. 
Furthermore, shooting industry 
bodies repeat the benefits that 
shooting contributes to the 
economy – believed to be £2 
billion a year – and provides 
employment for over 350,000 
people in the UK.

In response to Labour’s press 
release and other anti-grouse 
shooting organisations, BASC has 
highlighted the collaborative work 
of shooting industry bodies such as 
the Moorland Association, and the 
Moorland Trust and has put their 
findings to 80 cross party MPs. The 
‘Let’s Learn Moor’ initiative was 
created by these associations with 
the aim to educate school children 
on moorland species, and the 
custodians that take care of the 
land. It is reported that over 1,400 
children have taken part, and the 
feedback has been sent to MPs 
to emphasise the importance of 
shooting and the benefits it has to 
land conservation. ●
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PROMATIC NEWS…

Promatic 100k Machine Competition 
In order to celebrate the 100K 
machine produced by Promatic, 
we have launched a competition 
on Facebook for people to vote 
for their favourite shooting club 
or ground. The highest votes will 
be counted (one vote counted 
per person) and the winner 
will receive the Super Sporter 
machine with the all-important 
100,000 serial number embossed 
on the base. 

The competition so far  
has been hugely successful  
with over 3.5k comments 

that list the preferred shooting 
places. Votes have been cast from 
Australia, USA, Canada, Iceland, 
Kazakhstan, Malta and the most 
northern point of Norway. The 
competition is ongoing and votes 
are still being counted. The overall 
winner will be announced on 
Monday 2nd September. ●

To participate, please visit 
Promatic’s Facebook page 
@PromaticTraps and place 
your vote on the comments 
below on the competition 
post. Good luck!! 

         @PromaticTraps

Sporting Brochure
Our NEW Sporting Traps and Equipment 
brochure provides a comprehensive guide 
to the full range of Promatic Sporting 
and Compak machines, along with trap 
accessories, clays and sporting specials. 

To order a copy of our new  
Sporting Brochure, please email 
info@promatic.co.uk or call us on  
0151-327-2220. ●
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PROMATIC NEWS…

Shooting excluded from Birmingham 
Commonwealth Games 2022
It has been officially announced 
that Shooting sports are to 
be omitted from the next 
Commonweath Games in 
2022 in Birmingham, UK. It had 
been hinted 2 years ago that 
this could be the case and had 
therefore motivated leading 
shooting governing bodies such 
as ISSF, British Shooting and many 
other international Shooting 
organisations to build a credible 
case to keep shooting events 
included. 

The ISSF had offered to 
contribute to the costs of the 
events to take place, and Bisley 
Shooting Ground offered to host 
the events. Yet despite their efforts, 
the Commonwealth Games 
Federation’s decision was final. 

Understandably this sad news 
has had repercussions from many 
Commonwealth countries that 
rely on shooting to gain medals, 
particularly India where there 
has been rumour that they may 
boycott their country from the 
games entirely. 

This is a massive blow for the 
UK as the host country, as the 
British Shooting Team have seen 
great success lately with athletes 
winning international events and 
quota places in Olympic Trap and 
Skeet. 

Hamish McInnes, British 
Shooting Chief Executive said “This 
news is a huge disappointment, if 
not entirely unexpected. Across 
the whole Commonwealth, many 
target shooting athletes, their 

coaches and their families will, 
inevitably, feel let down that they 
will be denied the opportunity to 
compete in Birmingham in 2022.

“Shooting sports embody the 
CGF values of Humanity, Equality 
and Destiny. Shooting sports have 
been a hugely popular and loyal 
member of the Commonwealth 
movement embracing a wide 
diversity of nations, large and 
small, and from all corners of the 
Commonwealth.

“I sincerely hope that the 
CGF will find a way to give hope 
and confidence to its shooting 
community that come 2020 
and the decision to award the 
2026 version of the Games, that 
shooting can regain its place” 
(quoted from britishshooting.org.uk). 

Under the Moon

Altcar Estate is situated on a main migratory 
path for geese travelling south from Iceland to 
feed and roost in the relatively warmer winter 
climate of the UK. Whether you prefer to 
wake early for morning flight, partake in  

evening flight or shoot under the moon for late 
night flight, we can arrange the perfect outing 
for ducks and geese. This is an extremely rare 
and exciting opportunity to test your shooting 
skills with the moonlight as your guide. ●

For more information, please email  
info@altcarestate.com



PROMATIC NEWS…

2019 WORLD ENGLISH SPORTING 
NORTHBROOK SPORTS CLUB, USA.

Snapshots of 2019

2019 WORLD ENGLISH SPORTING 
NORTHBROOK SPORTS CLUB, USA.

BEATRIZ LAPARRA LADIES FITASC WORLD 
SPORTING CHAMPION.

DREAMTEAM CUP 2019, 
NETHERLANDS.

ENGLISH OPEN SPORTING 
2019 WEST MIDLANDS 
SHOOTING GROUND.

FITASC WORLD SPORTING 
CHAMPIONSHIP, E J 
CHURCHILL.

GEORGE DIGWEED AT 
BRAHETROLLEBORG GAME FAIR, 
DENMARK.

ISSF WORLD CUP SHOTGUN, AL AIN, UAE.

PONDEROSA SPRINGS RANCH, USA.

US OPEN 2019 M&M HUNTING 
PRESERVE, USA.



SHOOTING GROUND…

4 New Promatic Olympic  
Installations in East Yorkshire
In May Promatic installed the 
final layouts, 4 in total, of Olympic 
Trap layouts with Skeet overlay to 
the newly named East Yorkshire 
Shooting Ground (formerly named 
Beverley Clay Target Centre). 
Promatic’s Bunker Wobble 
machines were fitted as the 
middle 8th machine, so DTL and 
ABT disciplines can also be shot.

Three Promatic engineers 
were on hand to ensure they were 
installed perfectly. Rob Hall, owner 
of East Yorkshire SG comments 
“I am extremely impressed 
with the manufacturing quality, 

performance and reliability of the 
Promatic traps installed at East 
Yorkshire Clay Shooting Ground. 
Targets are thrown consistently. I 
think the scores from the British 
Shooting Shotgun Series OT, 
speak for themselves with three 
people hitting the highest score of 
122 on targets set to the official 
guidelines. Very impressed with the 
installation and the backup service 
is world class, nothing is too much 
trouble”.

Lucy Hall, named CPSA Young 
Shooter of the year 2018 and 
future GB Olympic Trap hopeful 

says “I am incredibly lucky to train 
on the best equipment. The targets 
at East Yorkshire Clay Shooting 
Ground are of the highest 
standard which helps me train and 
perform well in competitions”. ●

East Yorkshire Clay Shooting Ground
Bygot Wood, Cherry Burton, Beverley, Hull HU17 7RB

Contact: Rob Hall – info@thegun-room.co.uk



EXCLUSIVE 
GAME SHOOTING BREAKS

AND INDIVIDUAL LET DAYS

Once the shooting home to the 2nd Earl of Sefton, close friend to
Prince Regent George IV, the Altcar Estate played host to a number

of Royal hunting and shooting days.

Situated in a country coastal location, Altcar Estate can offer a wide
variety of traditional game including partridge and pheasant days.

Teams are welcomed and hosted from the private Altcar shoot
lodge at the heart of the estate.

WWW.ALTCARESTATE.COM      INFO@ALTCARESTATE.COM

0151 327 2220

Altcar_altcar  13/10/2014  14:19  Page 1



SHOOT REPORT…

Dreamteam Cup 2019
The last weekend of July (26-28) 
saw the first ever Dreamteam 
Cup at Schietcentrum Vulpes 
Vulpes Shooting ground in Nieuwe 
Pekela, Netherlands. The event 
was the brainchild of Dreamteam 
shooters and founders Frank 
Hasekamp and Ben Husthwaite 
who set the targets and organised 
the entire event. Shooters came 
from all over Europe to enjoy the 
opportunity to shoot the diverse 
and fun targets set by the team, as 
well as enjoy the fantastic pavilion 
and hospitality put on by the 
Dreamteam event team and staff 
at the shooting ground. 

The competition consisted 
of a 100 compact event on 
the first day, and a further 200 

Sporting layout over the 
Saturday and Sunday. The 
record breaking 40 degree 
temperatures didn’t deter 
Danish shooter Jakob 
Iversen taking 1st place with 
an incredible 100 straight in 
the compact competition, 
and Brit Jack Lovick taking 
1st place in the Sporting 
event with 185 ex 200. 

Frank and Ben made 
fantastic use of the 
topography of the ground, 
putting 5 moorhens 
to good use over the several 
stretches of water that surround 
the central clubhouse. The much 
talked about ‘rat’ on Blaser layout 
2 was a particularly memorable 

target – a hand fed, slow speed 
ground gravity target that caught 
out a number of shooters. 

With regards to a follow up 
Dreamteam Cup 2020… watch 
this space! ●



TECHNICAL FOCUS…

RED ALERT – Copycat Designs
We have been made aware that 
the supplier claiming to have won 
the tender for the next Olympic 
Games has drastically changed the 
spec of the ‘Tokyo Model’, which 
will result in shooters and shooting 
grounds to be training on obsolete 
machines, if purchased before 
June this year. The design changes 
now include a tilt base, longer arm 

length and spring finger all features 
that Promatic Olympic Traps 
have included for years previous 
(see diagram showing Promatic 
Olympic Trap model).

The reason for the 
competitor’s redesign is to 
replicate targets and machine 
performance offered by other 
leading industry brands, including 

Promatic, to ensure that their 
targets reach over 76m and throw 
an instant and consistent clay. 
Standards that have not been met 
in recent ISSF World Cups that 
they have sponsored. 

If you have any concerns, we 
would advise that you speak with the 
supplier for more information. ●
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SHOOT REPORT…

USA on top in Ireland
The beginning of July saw the  
5th ICTSF World Sporting 
Championships at Dowth, Ireland 
for a 200 target competition split 
over 2 days, plus 100 target 
Sportrap and 100 preliminary side 
event. The land was impeccable for 
the occasion as it was set in the 
famous and historic Devenish Lands 
that encompass over 500 acres of 
rolling hills, green pastures, river 
valleys and woodland, therefore 

offering the ideal topography for 
an international competition.

The course was set by 
Promatic Shooting Ambassador 
Richard Faulds MBE, and received 
very high praise from the shooters 
that attended. The main event 
ended in a dead heat between Brit 
Ross Straker and Derrick Mein of 
the USA, however Mein had the 
edge in the Super Finale and took 
1st place as champion. ●

RICHARD FAULDS

DERRICK MEIN



PROMATIC NEWS…

 If you would like to unsubscribe from receiving the postal newsletter  
please email rachelblackwood@promatic.co.uk or call 0151 327 2220.

Promatic Down Under
For 6 weeks between June and July this summer, 
Promatic Engineer Owain Jones went walkabout in 
Australia to service machines and host Promatic 
Master Classes with Promatic’s Aussie Dealers Lee 
Berger and Bruce Burns from Outdoor Trading 
Company Aus./Rio Oceania. The road trip took the 
team to over 20 shooting clubs and grounds, dotted 
all over Australia, stopping at Atherton Table Land 
Clay Target Club, Brisbane Sporting Clays, Toowoomba 
Clay Target Club, Warrnambool Field and Game and 
Bendigo Clay Target Club to name but a few. 

The largest master Class had over 30 attendees, 
who were shown the basic maintenance steps on the 
machines that include knife edge setting, arm timing, 
spring change procedures, roller switch adjustment, 
fault finding as well as the all-important safety aspects 
when handling the traps. 

Lee Berger, who has just opened a brand-
new Showroom to display Promatic machines 
comments ‘Owain’s visit to Australia was a wonderful 
opportunity to raise the profile of Promatic in 
Australia whilst building on our already strong 
relationship with our current customer base.’

 He adds 
‘The master 
classes have 
achieved its 
desired goal 
in raising 
the profile 
of Promatic 
and OTC in 
Australia. We 
are confident 
that with 
continued 
support to 
our customers 

we can exponentially grow our business and ensure 
Australia has access to not only the best trap 
machines in the world but the best aftermarket 
service available.’

Promatic had a quick catch up with Glenn Rider 
from Brisbane Sporting Clays at the FITASC World 
Sporting Championships at E J Churchill in July to 
discuss the success of Promatic’s trip around Australia.

 “Owain Jones was in Australia. I had a bit of 
knowledge previously. We’re all self taught on trap 
machines over the years, but from Owain coming 
over I reckon I gained another 60 percent knowledge 
just from him showing us properly. Particularly, with 
the Rabbit, Battue and Chondel machines. It was good 
PR for Australia to have Owain there. Now, there is 
no cause for complaints when people are saying these 
traps are breaking clays, it’s not the traps, it’s the set 
up that’s wrong”. ●

OWAIN JONES HOSTING MASTER 
CLASS

SHOWROOM
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