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Foreword
by Brian Jardine

FOREWORD…

Thanks again for taking the time to 
read the Spring Promatic magazine. 
It’s been an exciting and explosive 
start to the year as Promatic 
supplied five Olympic Trap layouts 
with five Skeet overlays plus 50 
Sporting machines to the ISSF 
World Cup held at Al Ain, UAE. 
The competition went extremely 
well with Promatic receiving great 
feedback on the performance of 
the machines. The layouts will be 
used later in the year at the same 
venue for the ISSF World Cup final 
on 8-15 October. We look forward 
to many more ISSF projects, as we 
endeavour to tender for the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic Games.

The biggest UK Sporting 
competition – the Essex Gun 
Masters took place in April and 
saw a record number of shooters 
enter for the seven-day 
competition. The weather tested 
all the shooters that week but in 
the end Promatic sponsored 
shooter Mark Winser won with 
193 – congratulations to him.

We welcome Adam Pinto 
our newest addition to the US 
Promatic Team. Adam has worked 
within the industry for many years 
at Fiocchi but now joins the Sales 
Team and will be seen with Jim 
Moses and the team at the various 
competitions and fairs we attend 
in the USA.

We also welcome James 
Bradley-Day to our sponsored 
Shooters Team. After a very 
successful 2018 where, as a Junior, 
he won three UK titles – FITASC, 
Compak and Sporting as well as the 
European Compak title and was 
Runner-up in the Overall. He has 
started his final year as a Junior and 
has already been voted the CPSA 
Emerging Shooter of the Year and 
won the Junior English Open 
Compak with an impressive 94x100.

If you have not booked yet or 
have thought about taking a day on 
Simulated Game, then I recommend 
you take a look at what we have to 
offer on the Altcar Estate. We have 
a number of days at the beginning of 
June where we present six simulated 
drives of grouse, pheasant, partridge, 
pigeon, ducks and various. All the 
traps we use are on Promatic’s 
game trailers, so guns will have an 
experience second to none – and 
at a very competitive price. 

The year carries on with 
Promatic supplying sporting 
machines to the FITASC European 
Sporting Championship at Gant, 

Hungary, then travelling to Psachna 
(Evia Island) in Greece for the 
European Compak Sporting Finale, 
then the World Sporting FITASC 
at E J Churchill here in the UK 
then finally abroad again to the 
World Compak Sporting at 
Galgamácsa, Hungary. ●

Meet the Team 
– Adam Pinto

Adam joins our US team as the 
Regional Sales & Service Manager 
in the Western US region. It took 
Jim Moses two years to entice 
Adam away from Fiocchi with his 
wealth of experience and 
knowledge built up from over  
30 years shooting clays, 18 years 
serving on the National Sporting 
Clays Association, (NSCA) 
Advisory Council and as a level 1 
Instructor. He lives in a small town 
in the mountains of south Utah 
with his high school sweetheart 
wife Linda. They have four adult 
children and three grandchildren. 
When not in demand by them 
Adam is out doing what he loves 
best – hunting, shooting and 
fishing. ●



FOREWORD…

ISSF World Cup Shotgun 2019 
– Al Ain UAE

Promatic are extremely proud 
as a team for the huge success 
of the ISSF World Cup Shotgun 
2019. The order for five Olympic 
Trap Layouts (75 machines), five 
Skeet overlays (10 signature skeet 
machines) and 50 sporting traps 
was received, built, shipped over 
4,500 miles and installed all within 
28 days. 

In total we had a team of 
nine working at Al Ain, seven of 
whom remained at the ground for 
the championship. They worked 
incredibly hard in 40+ degree 
heat to ensure the traps kept 
working faultlessly and sending 
consistent targets. The traps were 
tested every day to guarantee the 

trajectory of the targets were at 
the precise angles and distance 
demanded by the ISSF Regulations. 
38 squads shot over the Promatic 
layouts each day for over three 
weeks of training and competition. 

Feedback from World Class 
shooters was remarkable. Top 
American shooter Kim Rhode, 
who has three Olympic Gold, 
two Silver and a Bronze as well as 
being 19 times World Cup Gold 
medallist said, “I love Promatic.  
I train over them every single day. 
Fantastic machines, couldn’t ask for 
a better target. I’m super excited 
to be shooting over them in a 
World Cup.” 

His Royal Highness, Prince 
Saud Al Hassan Al Saud also gave 
fantastic feedback “Honestly, these 
have been the most consistent 
targets I’ve seen the past four 
competitions and I’m loving how 
usually with other trap machines, 
you see a long burst and you can’t 
actually see the target, it goes 
fast and then you’ve acquired the 
target. With this one (Promatic) 
I can acquire the target much 

earlier and there’s an 
easy flow going out of 
the trap, yet it’s still as fast 
as other targets.” 

Ed Ling, Team GB and 
Bronze Olympic medallist 
commented, “I’ve got a 
Promatic range at home, 
so obviously when I heard 

Promatic would be here, I thought 
that’s a bonus. I know what the 
machines are like and know that 
they throw a good target.” 

Top class scores emerged from 
World Class shooters with records 
equalled by the German mixed 
team of Katrin Quooss and Paul 
Pigorsch who scored 47 in the 
final. Australian Luke Peter Argiro 
shot an unbeatable 125 ex 125 in 
the qualifying stage for Skeet as did 
Croatian Josip Glasnovic in the 
qualifying Trap rounds. 

Many congratulations to all the 
shooters – especially those that 
earned their Olympic quota  
places. ● 



FOREWORD…

The 5th ICTSF World English Sporting 
Championships

Book your place online: www.ictsa.ie/competitions 
Facebook – ICTSA World English Sporting Championships 2019
Instagram – @wesp2019

One of the 2019 sporting highlights 
is set to be the 5th ICTSF World 
English Sporting Championships 
(WESP) to be held for the first 
time in Ireland, on The Devenish 
Lands at Dowth Hall, Co. Meath 
from Wednesday to Saturday  
3-6 July. The Dowth Hall estate has 
more than 500 acres of rolling hills, 
open green pastures, river valleys 
and woodlands, which have never 
been shot over before. 

And it doesn’t get much better 
than to have targets set by the 
legendary Richard Faulds MBE, the 
current ICTSF World Champion, 
21 times world-title holder in 
Sporting and FITASC and Olympic 
Gold Medallist. As the official 
course designer, Richard will set 
the 200 x targets for the two-day 
Championship as well the 100 x 
target Sportrap and 100 x bird 
Preliminary side events. Richard 
is renowned in the sporting clays 
community for setting world class 
targets and the ICTSF WESP 2019 
will be no exception. The scope 
and topography of the venue is 

vast, making it the perfect canvas 
for this master shooter to create a 
competition that will be worthy of 
the World English Sporting title.

The course plans are well 
underway, entries are open and 
sporting shooters from across the 
globe are securing their place for 
this Championship. The Friday/
Saturday rotations of the Main Event 
have already sold out leaving the 
Wednesday/Thursday rotations as 
the remaining option for bookings. 
The Sportrap and Preliminary side 
events are also booking out at speed 
with very limited space available for 
the latter half of the week. To date, 
shooters from over 13 countries 
including the USA, Australia, 
Zimbabwe, Canada, France, Russia, 
New Zealand, South Africa and 
Poland will be competing.

There will be a comprehensive 
trade village that will include 
stands from all the major brands 
in the shooting industry with the 
addition of a select range of Irish 
vendors. Event sponsors Eley 
Hawk will be selling cartridges 
on-site with other brands also 
available from individual vendors. 

The competition entry fee 
for the Main Event is €145 
while the Preliminary is €60; 
the Sportrap is also €60. The 
Overall High Gun and World 
English Sporting Championship 
will receive a guaranteed prize of 
€10,000. The prize sum is made 
up of €5,000 from the entries 
and €5,000 generously provided 
by our main sponsor Devenish 
Nutrition Limited. We would 
like to thank Devenish for their 
continuing support of these World 
Championships. ●

RICHARD
FAULDS



PROMATIC NEWS…

Kirsty gets  
her quota

KIRSTY BARR

Kirsty Barr has won Silver and 
a Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games 
quota place for Team GB at the 
ISSF Al Ain Shotgun World Cup.

The shooter from Northern 
Ireland shot fantastically as she 
took on some of the world’s best 
in Women’s Trap. Kirsty showed 
courage and determination to reach 
the final after a nail-biting three-way 
shoot-off in which each had a 
qualification score of 120 ex 125.

It was France’s Carole 
Cormenier who eventually won 
gold with a score of 44 ex 50 but 
that won’t matter to Kirsty who 
was absolutely delighted with her 
41 and that all-important quota 
place. ●

WOMEN’S  
TRAP

Simulated Game Days –  
Altcar Estate
There are a few pegs still available 
for this very popular event. Each 
day consists of six drives 
that include grouse, duck 
flush, high pheasant, 
partridge and ‘various’ – 
all presented using our 
Promatic Simulated  
Game equipment.

On a day we can 
cater for 24 guns in  
teams of four. The gun-
bus transports the  
teams around the  
estate to each drive. 

Places available on:
 Monday 3rd June

The cost per gun is 
£180 (inc. VAT) and this 
includes tea/coffee and bacon sandwiches on arrival and a one  
course lunch with soft drinks after the days shooting. 

PLEASE NOTE: cartridges are not included, so we recommend guns 
bring along at least 500 cartridges (FIBRE WAD ONLY please) and 
their own gun on the day. A glove or barrel guard is also a good idea 
as barrels can get very hot.

Pegs are limited on the day so please book now to reserve your 
place on 0151 327 2220 or e-mail info@altcarestate.com ●



PROMATIC NEWS…

Natural England revoke General Licences
Natural England (NE) has revoked three general licences 
in England for controlling certain wild birds, (GL 04/05/06) 
that cover 16 species of birds including several members of 
the crow family, Canada geese, gulls and pigeons. Like other 
rural organisations, BASC was only told of Natural England’s 
decision in a press release at the last minute and uncertainty 
remains as to when the temporary revocation will end.

During that time, anyone needing to control one of these 16 bird species 
where there is no reasonable non-lethal alternative will need to apply for an 
individual licence. Natural England says it has simplified the process for applying 
for such a licence and details are available on its gov.uk website. The revocation 
follows a legal challenge (initiated by Chris Packham) to the way the licences 
have been issued.

BASC chairman Peter Glenser QC said: “Natural England’s decision to 
withdraw the open general licences will cause chaos and uncertainty in the rural community.”

The information in the following links will help you understand what this means and to ensure you stay 
within the confines of the law while this transition takes place.
•  https://www.nationalgamekeepers.org.uk/articles/further-information-on-the-revocation- 

of-general-licences-in-england
• https://basc.org.uk/
•  https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/general-licences-for-wildlife-management ●

Government 
sets date for 
firearms review
During a House of Lords debate 
on the Offensive Weapons Bill 
in March the Government 
announced that a public 
consultation on plans to introduce 
statutory firearms licensing 
guidance will begin by July this  
year. It will include measures to 
resolve the crisis afflicting the 
firearms licensing medical 
procedure and Home Office 
Ministers have repeatedly given 
assurances that the problems  

will be addressed as part of  
moves to place the existing 
advisory guidance on a statutory 
footing. ●

OEP lacks 
teeth
The Countryside Alliance has 
warned that the Government’s 
proposed new environment 
watchdog, the Office for 
Environmental Protection (OEP), 
lacks sufficient powers and 
independence from government 
to make it an effective regulator.
The OEP is one of the proposals 

contained in the Government’s 
draft Environment Bill, which 
sets out plans for environmental 
protection and enforcement 
outside the EU. Under the 
proposals the OEP would 
replace the jurisdiction of the EU 
Commission and Court of Justice 
as the arbitrator for complaints 
regarding environmental 
policy. However, there are no 
mechanisms to amend the list 
of principles in the future. Such 
mechanisms are vital if the law is 
to be sufficiently flexible to evolve 
with advances in science, future 
agreements, and international 
obligations. ●
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Sharp Shooter
All New Radio Controlled Target System from Promatic

Shoot against time with the Sharp Shooter, but be warned… it’s addictive!
The Starter Pack includes a digital clock that will commence when you hit 
the start target and stop when you hit the finish target plus a radio remote 
to raise all targets. Extend your range by simply adding further target units 
to your set. Optional extras include aim plates with smaller apertures to 
make it more challenging and competitive!

n    The new starter kit includes two 
target units with aim plates, a 
clock timer and a radio reset 
controller

n   Radio remote raises and resets 
fallen targets

n   Unlimited targets can be added
n   Optional expansion pack contains 

1x target and aim plate, add more 
to increase your shooting range

n   Optional extras include aim 
plates with different aperture 
sizes

n   Optional extras include animal 
silhouettes with different 
aperture sizes

n   Self contained powered unit using 
a rechargeable battery included



SHOOTING GROUND…

One to watch
JAMES BRADLEY-DAY, A NEW SPONSORED  
SHOOTER FOR PROMATIC TELLS US ABOUT  
HIMSELF AND HIS SHOOTING GROUND.

In 2018 I won the English, British 
and UK Junior Championships,  
the European Junior Compak 
Championship and was the Junior 
British Open Sporting Runner-up 
Overall. I gained a place in the 
Great Britain team 12 times and 
achieved AAA Class in English 
Sporting.

The JBD Sporting Shooting 
Ground near Canterbury, Kent, 
is still a very new ground with 
improvements being made in-
between every shoot. I started 
three years ago with an 8-stack 
Promatic Ranger and two very old 
6-stack Rangers on a fixed base, 
which I used for lessons around 
the farm that didn’t have a crop. 
As I started to get busier and left 
college, I decided to rent a small 
piece of land on the family farm 
and start my own small clay shoot. 

Over the last year it’s expanded 
hugely, and I am now running over 
70 busy events a year, both on 
and off site, for private and charity 
events, with my growing fleet of 
Promatic traps. At the ground 
I run CPSA registered English 
Sporting, Sportrap, Compak and 
FITASC shoots as well as practice 
days. We also organise 20 or more 
simulated game days a year. 

What’s my favourite type of 
target and machine? That’s a tough 
one. I love the Promatic 70mm for 
how easy it is to set a very technical 
target. It’s great for setting a low 
target in a small space, avoiding 
the sun. I use a huge range of 
machines from a small single stack 
ABT Super Hawk all the way up to 
the large Super Sporter Battue 
holding 400 clays and capable of 
throwing targets well in excess of 
100 metres. Both traps are used in 

different circumstances; the Super 
Hawk is mainly used for trap hire, 
due to how easy it will fit into a 
small car, whereas the Super 
Sporter Battue is mainly used for 
the monthly CPSA registered 
competitions I hold at the ground. 

If I had to pick one machine to 
use for all of the shoots that I run, 
it would have to be the Falcon. I 
love how versatile it is; it will throw 
a target between 50 and 100 
metres depending on which spring 
I use. The tilt on the Falcon is most 
impressive. I can tilt the machine 
as far as it will go and it will still 
fire a perfect, consistent target. 
The most important aspect of a 
trap for me is its reliability. I have 
never had to swap a Promatic trap 
due to a fault. If a small issue has 
ever occurred, normally due to 
my own fault, Promatic have had 
the machine up and running in no 
time. The service from Promatic 
is second to none; spare parts 
are usually delivered within a day 
or two. 

I am currently doing an offer 
on lessons with myself for £50/
hour. I teach all over the south of 
England at a number of different 
grounds as well as JBD Sporting. 
For more details contact me on: 
www.jbdsporting.co.uk  
info@jbdsporting.co.uk or  
call: 07845 599573 ●

 
 



TECHNICAL FOCUS…

Carousel Timing of 6 stack machines
It is important that the carousel rotation is coordinated with the throwing arm timing in order that the clay 
drops from the top plate onto the casting plate just in front of the throwing arm. This will ensure the arm 
collects the clay and positions it between itself, the back rail and the spring finger or front rail (if fitted).

The procedure is as follows:
n Nudge the trap until it fires.
n  Nudge again until the gearbox crank is pointing directly to the rear 

 of the machine and is aligned with the crank arm (see diagram).
n Disconnect the power from the trap.
n  Check the position of the rear pusher; it should be as far to the right  

of the machine as the top plate will allow less a little clearance. 
n  If this is not the case, slacken the rear pusher crank bolt (found to the rear  

of the crank arm) and rotate the rear pusher into the correct position.
n Retighten the rear pusher crank bolt.
n Reconnect the power to the trap and test.

	

	

	
	

The end result should be that the carousel pocket passes over and a little beyond the drop hole in the top 
plate allowing the clay to drop before the throwing arm moves beneath the drop hole and gathers the clay. ●

Rear pusher 
crank bolt

Allow clearance between rear pusher 
roller and top plate inner ‘corner’.



SHOOT REPORT…

Winser is Essex Master

When April arrives, it always 
marks one of the most anticipated 
events of the clay shooting 
year – the Essex Masters. Over 
the last decade or more this 
non registered competition has 
grown from a small fun shoot to 
a really big fun shoot with quirky 



SHOOT REPORT…

 If you would like to unsubscribe from receiving the postal newsletter  
please email rachelblackwood@promatic.co.uk or call 0151 327 2220.

Editor & Advertising
Keith Fisher
Kingfisher Sporting Services
01264 772935
07711 93 1812
keith_fisher2@sky.com
Regular contributor:
Rachel Blackwood

If you have a comment or question 
or would like to contribute or  
advertise please contact the Editor.

targets set by the irrepressible 
John Dyson. And this year was no 
exception – an uphill rabbit, the 
moorhen and a water skipping 
rabbit had everyone talking and 
smiling. The festival, spread over 
seven days, saw 2,400 shooters 
from all over take part in the 200 
bird Sporting. Just to give some 
idea of the scale of the operation 
Promatic allocated 75 boxes of 
clays per trap and there were 60 
traps for the two layouts. Each 
layout had 13 stands and each 
stand had two traps except the 
thirteenth which had three. At 
the end of a great week it was 
Mark Winser holding the trophy 
having shoot an impressive 193. 

Ben Husthwaite was Runner-up 
and Phil Gray third. We can’t wait 
to see what John comes up with 
next year. ●

MARK WINSER
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