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Introducing Louise 

Born in Cilfnydd in the 1960s and, apart from a few years farming in West 
Wales, I am very much a South Wales girl. My childhood was typical 
of the area and the times, our parents seemingly totally consumed by 
their own life demands.  

Determination and drive can evolve from such environments, and I 
thank my childhood for that. I recall of my parents, their un-fleeting 
attention to an immaculate dress sense and style, which has stayed in 
my mindset ever since.

I have always found myself drawn to the style and elegance of the 
iconic Audrey Hepburn and Jackie Onassis. 

Having always been interested in fashion, I won a House of Fraser 
fashion competition at the age of 12 but have always been non-
conformist, preferring my own style to that of others.

In the last year, the planning of Miss De-Vyliers (MDV) fashion has been 
in the making.  Trading primarily from social media, a loyal following 
has grown since early 2018.  And now, the first Boutique has opened.

It is my passion and vision, that through the Miss De-Vyliers boutiques, 
to be able to dress a sophisticated look combined with an affordability 
that opens up a revitalised wardrobe for all.  

My ambition is to make it a pleasure again to decide what today’s outfit 
will be...looking good, feeling good with style and elegance.

Introducing Louise 
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I am very excited that the first boutique is 
opening in my hometown of Pontyclun.

The focus of my working life, post mother 
years, has been the financial world.  This has 
provided me with wonderful experiences 
and understanding of the successes and 
failures of many businesses, and I have been 
privileged to meet and experience many varied 
colleagues and clients whose foresight, drive 
and determination is inspirational.

With opening hours to suit everyone’s busy 
life demands, with fashion shows and more in 
the pipeline...look out for our loyalty schemes 
and of course, a premier client service.

Strictly Miss De-Vyliers will be a quarterly 
feature recognising each of the seasons, our 
latest ranges and much more. 

I thank everyone who has helped me get this 
far in realising my passion - I look forward to 
sharing the journey with you all.  
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF FASHION
It all started in the 14th Century.

Fashion can be defined as a popular style and/or a trend in the style which people present 
themselves. It is essentially the most popular mode of expression: It describes the ever-
changing style of clothes worn by those with cultural status. 

Western fashion really started in the mid-14th century, a beginning period of experimentation, 
where draped garments and straight seems were replaced with tailored clothing that hugged 
the shape of the human body.

From this time to around the time of the French revolution, fashion exuded extravagance with 
elaborately designed clothing that would be totally over the top by today’s standards. 

Fashion was set by the elite of society, with the middle class having more room for 
experimentation with their clothing as time moved on.

Marie Antoinette, 1780 embodies the decadence of the time. Fashion can involve designers, 
technologies and engineering. With most clothing pre-industrial revolution made by hand, 
tailors and dress makers were prevalent in society and thrived. 
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A great influence in the coming of the 19th 
century, where ‘fashion plates’, a prerequisite 
of fashion photography. They became 
available to a wider audience, and people 
could now take all kinds of designs to their 
dressmakers. Pictured left is Promenade 
dress fashion plate, 1858.

In the 1850s and 60s, women’s fashion saw 
an increase in the width of women’s skirts 
supported by crinolines or hoop:

At the turn of the 20th century, fashion took 
on simpler, more pragmatic lines with a rise in 
women’s sportswear. With changing attitudes 
about what was acceptable for women to do, 
such as bicycling and playing tennis, fashions 
were created around the activities. 

It wasn’t until the 1920’s that fashion entered 
the ‘modern era’ which marks a time that 
women started abandoning the restricting 

fashions of previous years and started 
wearing more comfortable clothes.

Lack of money during the great depression 
affected everyday clothes but also bought 
about major fashion innovations such as the 
zipper and affordable fashion accessories 
such as faux pearls.

Working Women
Fashion has always been affected by the 
cultural and political situation of the time 
– and the Second World War gave rise to 
working woman in factories and industrial 
environments. They needed clothing that 
would not snag on machinery and were 
comfortable in their working environments. 
This gave way to women wearing trousers, 
such as the high waisted trouser made 
popular by Katherine Hepburn.
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Post war marked the return of fashion where 
the harder military look gave way to a more 
feminine style introduced by fashion designer 
Christian Dior called ‘New Look’ Skirts 
became longer and fuller, and boxy shoulders 
were softened to become sloping. Waists 
were cinched and hats grew wide and saucer 
shaped. 

The 60’s Onwards
Fashion can be described as revolutionary in 
60’s where it produced two apposing forces. 
The Mod and the Hippie look. 

There was less social conditioning on 
etiquette and women could experiment and 
express more freely themselves in what they 
chose to wear. 

Mod fashion meant flat shoes, sleek, almost 
androgynous lines. Queen of mod ‘Twiggy’ 
embodies this image. 

Representing the counter culture, hippie 
fashion was almost the opposite of mod. 
Clothing was loose and often made from 
natural fibers like cotton and hemp. 

Fashion had not changed so radically since 
the 1920’s – from short miniskirts, to long 
flowing patterned dresses reflecting a 
renaissance maiden, we saw freedom of 
expression at a boom within  the 1960’s hippie 
culture. Flowers were emblematic - the hippy 
movement with floral patters adorning skirts 
and jeans

Modern Fashion
Fashion today is wide ranging in design and 
style. In western society there is not so much 
stigma attached to how you dress, and we 
are free to express ourselves in whatever 
way we want. More than a set fashion we 
see ‘fashion trends’ which are set by Political, 
Technological, Social, Economic influences 
and Consumers’ needs.

The media has a hugely influential role when 
it comes to fashion. Advertising, critique and 
guidelines can be found on television and in 
magazines, newspapers, fashion websites, 
social networks, and fashion blogs. Sites 
such as YouTube have become a major outlet 
for spreading trends, tips and advice on all 
things fashion and hugely popular. 

It is said that fashion always comes back 
around, and in today’s times we can see 
elements of all that has gone before. A 
wide range of expressions from the most 
outrageous, to chic and stylish, there is room 
for all to let their individuality shine through 
in the clothes we choose to wear. 
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The Collection
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The Ultimate in Chic
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Our mission is to provide stylish clothing at affordable prices 
for all women, for all ages and sizes.

When you buy clothes from us you know that each product 
has been personally chosen and endorsed by our Fashion 
Director from ethical and independent suppliers we trust. 

When you buy a MDV garment you’ll always leave happy 
while looking great. 

We would not have it any other way. Fashions come and 
go, outfits may be temporary, but true style is like class - 
Permanent.

Miss De-Vyliers offers excellent value for money, top quality 
materials and superb outfits made for the everyday.
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In 1851 the village now known as Pontyclun (Bridge over the Clun) 
was in effect just a 20 acre farm with 4 to 5 households. This 
changed very quickly with the opening of The Bute Iron Ore Works 
in 1852 and The Coedcae Mine in 1856.

By 1871 the Census returns record an influx of Cornish miners who 
had suffered from the collapse of the copper mining industry in 
Cornwall.

By the 1870s the industries of the area had been expanded by 
the opening of The Ely Tin Plate Works, The Pipe Works and The 
Steam Joinery Company.

With a population now of around 8500 there is a thriving community, 
with exciting things to do and see. Pontyclun has both a football 
and rugby union team. Pontyclun FC Club (formed in 1896) and 
Pontyclun RFC (otherwise known as the Pontyclun Badgers), 
were formed in 1886. Pontyclun has produced at least one Welsh 
international, Tommy Rees who later played rugby league for Great 
Britain, and Oldham.

Bygone 
Days



Talk to our advisors about:
• Personal & Business Tax
• Accessing R&D Tax Credits 
• Inheritance Tax Planning
• Extracting wealth from your business
• Effective growth strategies
• Making Tax Digital 
• Your business challenges

Find out more about the Aspen Waite 
Way at www.aspenwaite.co.uk

Aspen Waite in Wales
advice@aspen-waite.co.uk • www.aspenwaite.co.uk
Cardiff Arms Park, Westgate St, Cardiff, CF10 1JA

Get in touch

Professional  
services to grow 
your business
Aspen Waite help ambitious  
companies achieve their goals



The Miss De-Vyliers Team hard at work 
brainstorming and planning for the future. 

Profiles and updates in the next issue.
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Proudly Supporting Ambition: Aspen Waite 
are proud to support Louise and her venture. 
From the initial company formation to helping 
with the first ever  fashion show, we’ve been 
there every step of the way.

We look forward to seeing Miss De-Vyliers 
grow with great looking products, a vibrant 
boutique shop, and a loyal customer base.

Paul Waite, Chief Executive said: “It’s 
immensely rewarding to be  a part of this 
business and seeing it go from strength 
to strength. We have lots planned working 
alongside Louise and look forward to seeing 
her succeed.”

For more information on how we can help 
achieve your ambitions, get in touch on 01278 
445151 or email advice@aspen-waite.co.uk.

The Cardiff Blues wish Louise all the best in her new venture! 
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