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FARMHOUSEFARMHOUSE
Our family

Renovating a hundred-year-old homestead 
takes time and sensitivity but the results  
are quite beautiful, finds Hande Renshaw.  
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 Home design

Bindi Bindi,
WA

Left: Tracy Lefroy, her husband Kristin and their children (from left) Henry, Oliver, and Eve, one, say they feel lucky to live in the gorgeous home (above). Below, 
from left: Tracy aims to preserve much of the traditional style while adding modern touches such as a new kitchen; old meets new as white walls provide a clean 
background for dark wood furniture; a section of the veranda has been enclosed to create a passageway which links all the spaces – a favourite feature for Tracy. 
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HERE IS A real sense of 
history when you walk 
through the doors of 
Cranmore Park. Original 
pressed-metal wall tiles line 

the entire corridor of the front entry, and 
old photographs and memorabilia of 
past owners feature on the shelves of a 
bookcase. This is a home with a story. 

Tracy Lefroy, who runs online store 
Cranmore Home, and her husband 
Kristin, a farmer, both in their mid-30s, 
moved into the working farm in 2009, 
the fourth generation of Kristin’s family 
to live in the home. “We are so lucky to 
live here. I love the sense of history and 
continuity that imbibes,” says Tracy. 

The couple share the house with their 
three young children, Henry, six, Oliver, 
four, and Eve, one. “I absolutely adore 
bringing up our kids, pretty much ‘free 
range’, on our farm – they have the 
freedom to roam, climb trees ... whatever 
takes their fancy,” says Tracy. 

The couple enlisted the help of interior 
architect Debra Brockman for the 
renovation of their home, and the brief 
was to come up with an overall plan  
that the family could achieve over the 
next decade. The family waited for a 
year before renovating. “It really is true 
that you need to live in a home �rst to 
see how it will be used,” says Tracy. The 
house was built in 1908 and the focus 
for the renovation was keeping the history 
intact, while adding modern elements, 
such as a new kitchen. “We really did not 
want to end up with a home that had 
been so renovated it was unrecognisable 
from the original form.” 

The main house, which has an 
expansive wrap-around veranda along 
one side, has six spacious bedrooms. 
Being a working farm, there are often 
staff staying at the property during 
seeding and harvest, which is why the 
couple have converted a beautiful stone 
building on the property into guest 

accommodation. “We tried to keep it 
really simple; the original �oorboards 
were sanded back and treated with  
tung oil and the timber �oating shelves, 
kitchen bench-top and bathroom vanity 
were all made from reclaimed timber 
from our farm,” says Tracy.

To date, Tracy’s favourite renovation 
feature of the home is the newly formed 
passageway. “This has made a huge impact 
on how we use our home as we no 
longer have to go through every room  
to get anywhere,” she says. 

For the interior, the couple are mainly 
drawn to furniture which has been crafted, 
and not manufactured. “It was this 
tendency that inspired me to start my 
online business. I felt frustrated by  
how dif�cult it was to source beautiful, 
Australian-designed furniture that wasn’t 
expensive – I didn’t want to buy my home 
‘�at packed’,” say Tracy. The results speak 
for themselves with a warm, historic  
and very liveable family house. �

TRACY’S DESIGN 
SECRETS

1  Be authentic to the home you live in – 
this will allow its character to shine.
2  Build up your home’s aesthetic over 

time, buying and collecting things that are 

of beauty or significance to your family. 
3  Don’t be too influenced by trends when 

selecting key furniture pieces. Go to town 
on throws, cushions, and prints – have fun 
with colour, scale and “trend” on these 
pieces, which can be switched seasonally. 

Tracy has furnished the 
home with Australian-
designed, crafted 
furniture, and has used 
pops of colour through 
cushions, rugs and 
artwork to add interest. 
Far left: Pressed metal 
tiles line the corridor 
from the front entry.  
Left: Industrial elements 
meet a relaxed country 
style to create an inviting 
family home. 

The simple furnishings in the bedroom  
provide a calming country sanctuary.  
Right: A claw-foot tub and pressed metal tiles 
emphasise the home’s heritage.


