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\thlts in a n: m\e? \\»'hen it fits its owner like a well-worn custom sabot, everything. Take

\ \Buhny Williams. Wltl], {f’ugmm bred graciousness and Manhattan-based moxie, this globe-
5 ti‘pmng grand d: mHe Qf American interior design and best-selling author possesses a fertile
‘creativity and more' natural energy than that everlasting, battery-operated bunny—as the
launch of her BeeLine Home collection demonstrates. In the works for four to five years,
BeeLine Home offers design-hungry consumers entrée to Williams' celebrated eclectic
sensibility and unerring sense of quality through affordable, limited-edition furnishings
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OPENING PAGE: Bunny Williams with

)| furnishings from new Beeline Home

~ | collection, including Rosewood Table,
Eclipse chairs and Lotus Hurricane.
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and accessories, now available at a select network of shops across the country.

Williams founded her namesake interiors firm twenty-odd years ago, after a decade
working with the legendary design office of Parish-Hadley. With her husband John
Rosselli, an equally insatiable collector and traveler, Williams later launched Treillage,
a retail boutique filled with exquisite objects for home and garden discovered on the
couple’s odysseys. When it comes to her latest endeavor, she says: “Everybody reach-
es a ‘now what?' point in their careers. I've been lucky to have the opportunity to buy
beautiful furniture. I wanted to produce pieces of real quality, pieces that would stand
up to anything, including period furniture.”
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Williams® honey of a hive is abuzz with thirty or so designs, painstakingly crafted
and hand-finished. Materials range from rosewood to shagreen, from stone to mango
wood to mahogany, from glass and verre églomisé to copper and beyond. Embroider-
ies are meticulously, minutely hand-stitched in India; finishes are hand-applied, lus-
trous, elegant. Williams explains, “I wanted pieces with a unique sensibility, pieces
with beautiful finishes. [ knew that in order to achieve that, I'd have to be fussy enough
to work with the factory.” To that end, she selected an American company that imports
some pieces from Indonesia, where she travels regularly to provide hands-on scrutiny.
The upholstery is made in California. “The factory,” says Williams, “has been so recep-

1e61: Palladian Partners desk with
crotch m(lh:’_:g(‘my top with Party Hat
1 lamp, original Twigs mirror in

i Williams' apariment, Bottoms-Up

8 drinks table and Tote Debris, a brass
wastebasket. Asove, From 10p: Ebony
Anglo coffee table, inspired by

an auclion find. Porter drinks table

| in honey-toned bird's-eye maple.
English Crewel Work pillow and
Naughty Miss Bunny throw, hand-
embroidered in India, nestle into the
T42 tuhted barrel-back chair, Forged
Hurricane lamp in background.
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For a direct link to participating dealers
please see our dealer locator at www.metropolitanlighting.net

Hinkley's Lighting
Phoenix, AZ
602-279-6267

Legacy Lighting
Scottsdale, AZ
480-315-1115

Premier Lighting
Bakersfield, CA
661 835-8500

Light Source
Danwville, CA
925-838-2929

Black Whale Lighting
Encinitas, CA
760-634-3113

Ashjian Lighting
Fresno, CA
559-449-1999

Victors Lighting
Orange, CA
714 978-3945

Lights of Diablo
Martinez, CA
925-372-5832

Light Bulbs Plus
Rancho Cordova, CA
916-635-1127

De Light Ville Inc.
Woedland Hills, CA
818-225-9882

Austin Bluffs Lighting
Colorado Springs, CO
719-572-0304

Foothills Lighting
Denver, CO
303-989-8895

The Light Center
Fort Collins, CO
970-226-3430

Connecticut Lighting
Hartford, CT
860-249-7631

Klaff's Lightin
South Norwalk, CT
203-866-1603

Capitol Lighting
Boca Raton, FL
561-994-9570

Lumenair
Brandon, FL
813-653-3460
Destin Lighting
Destin, FL
850-650-5035

Avenues Lighting
Jacksonville, FL
904-262-8113

Wilson Fans & Lighting
Naples, FL
239-592-6006

Farrey's Wholesale
North Miami, FL
305-947-5451

Lightstyles of Orlando
Orlando, FL
407-896-7252

Capitol Lighting

Palm Beach Garden, FL
561-691-0057

Capitol Lightin.

Royal Palm Bea%h. FL
561-296-7700

Franklin Lighting
Sarasota, F%
941-355-2550
Capitol Lightin
Stuart, FLg ¢
772-286-8700
World of Lightin
Tampa, FL . ’
813-253-3044
Masterpiece Lighting
tlanta, Ga
404-897.9977
City Plumbin
Gainesville, Gg.&
770-532-4123
Electric Wholesale
mes, |A

515-232.1513

Idlewood Electric
Highland Park, IL
847-831-3600

Northwest Electrical Supply
Mount Prospect, IL
847-255-3700

Galleria Lighting
Naperville, IL
630-357-4155

Crest Lightin?
Orland Park, 1L
708-597-4520

KBL Design Center
Peoria, IL
309-692-8700

Littman Brothers Lighting
Schaumburg, IL
847-524-9250

Indiana Lighting
Indianapolis, IN
317-293-9333

Wilson Fans & L'i<ghting
Overland Park, KS
913-642-1500

Lighting EFX
Florence, KY
859-282-6400

The Brecher Company
Louisville, KY
502-426-1520

Pine Grove Electric
Mandeville, LA
985-893-4003

House of Carpets
Shreveport, LA
318-868-3671

Burgess Lighting
Forgswille,gMD
301-568-8000

Pine Tree Lighting
Lake Orion, MI
248-693-6248

Southern Lights
Burnsville, MN
763-476-9555

Cartier Lighting
Plymouth, MN
952-890-8977

Metro Lighting

5t. Louis, MO
314-645-9100

Magnolia Lighting
Hernando, Pgs
662-429-0416

Lighting Gallery by Nesco
Tupelo, MS

662-840-8833

One Source Lighting
Billings, MT
406-655-7949

Western Montana Lighting
Missoula, MT
406 543-7166

House of Lights
Cary, NC
919-469-0443
Blankenship Electric
Charlotte, NC
704-523-6462
Lighting by Design
Green\uglle. NC
252-321-5500

Butler's Electric
High Point, NC
336-889-2344

Butler's Electric
Lewisville, NC
336-945-2295

House of Lights
Sanford, NC
919-774-1044

Lincoln Lighting
Lincoln, NE
402-476-1297

Capitol Lightin
East Hanover, NJ
973-887-8600
Capitol Lighting
Eatontown, NJ
732-542-9311

Capitol Lightin
Greenbro%k, N?
732-926-1115

Capitol Lighting
Paramus, NJ
201-843-5353

Lighting Expo
Wayne, NJ
973-696-2185

Albuguerque Lighting
Albuquerque, NM
505-345-2727

Cabinet & Lighting
Reno, NV
775-851-4004
Mars Electric

Mentor, OH
440-946-2250

Gross Electric
Toledo, OH
419-537-1818

Lifestyle Stores
Edmond, OK
405-348-7420

Cardello Electric
Cranberr{ﬂTownship. PA
412-322-8059

Furlong Lamp & Lighting
Furlong, PA
215-794-7444

Yale Electric
Lancaster, PA
717-299-4444

Yale Electric
Lebanon, PA
717-273-4514

Yale Electric
Mechanicsburg, PA
717-766-0258

Yale Electric
West Chester, PA
610-719-9253

Yale Electric
Willow Grove, PA
215-659-5757

Yale Electric
Wyomissing, PA
610-375-4321

J & K Lighting
Johnston, RI
401-453-0002

Mayer Lighting
Knoxville, TN
865-288-6200

Hermitage Electric
Nashville, TN
615-843-3300

A A Porter Lighting
Addison, TX
972-248-7034

Lighting Inc.
Austin, TX
713-623-6500

M & M Lighting
Bellaire, TX
713-667-5611

Meletio Electric
Dallas, TX
214-352-3900

Lighting Inc.
Houston, TX
713-623-6500

Lighting System
Sand ,3T!‘r
801-563-0909

Kay's Total Lighting Concepts
5t. George, U?g
435-628-6474

Dominion Electric
Arlington, VA
703-536-4400

Dulles Electric
Sterling, VA
703-450-5700

Crescent Lighting
Kirkland, VgA
425-889-4725

City Lights Design
Bmokﬂeld, Wi u
262-781-9048

tive to finding and sourcing things for us. The thing I've
been so concerned about is the quality. When you look at
an old piece from underneath, it’s just as beautiful there as
itis on top. I wanted these pieces to have that same quality.
I don't want the collection to be too grand, but I want
people to know that they're getting quality.”

The designs encompass the kinds of things that Williams
says “are important for every room.” These include tables of
various shapes and sizes—dining, coffee, drinks, bedside—
and various periods—eighteenth century to Art Deco and
beyond—and finishes from gilt to old gold and more, There
is a nailhead-trim tight-back sofa that is deep, firm and
roomy enough for throw pillows, and a tufted barrel-back
chairand ottoman. There is the throne-like Regale armchair
and the Eclipse chair with a swank, elongated oval back,
splayed and tapered legs. The Regale chair has an eigh-
teenth-century-style slip seat for quick and easy changes.

The collection includes two desks—one Palladian in
spirit, the other, refreshingly modernist and cantilevered. A
trove of accessories extends to mirrors, gorgeously hand-
embroidered pillows and throws, a hand-carved wall panel,
hurricanes, a cachepot and more. There is, as well, a sextet
of memorable lamps. “Each item has a special thought
behind it, representing something I've been inspired by,
coveted or own.”

Williams is especially fond of “things that are sort of
fancy, but also not fancy,” things that she can “dress up and
dress down.” In other words, she likes the mix and the ide:
of rooms that look spontaneously put together. “I think of
it as the yin and yang of a room—there’s a contrast to each
component. It's much more interesting to balance periods
and styles in a room where each piece stands on its own,
It's fun if you can reuse traditional elements in a modern
context. What I love is a very modern desk with columns
from an eighteenth-century library. The juxtapositions are
so interesting and become classic.”

Because the personality of each element in a room is so
critical to Williams, she doesn't want people to think of
BeeLine as an entire look to be bought as a whole. “Maybe
you have granny’s table,” she explains. “If you put white
painted modern chairs around it, they'll freshen it up.” Her
insistence on limited-edition production comes from a sim-
ilar source: “I get bored when I see the same table year after
year, and I can't use the same design more than once or
twice. That's why I decided to make each piece for one col-
lection.” Her plan is to introduce a new collection each year
and to keep tight control of the quantities.

Already at work on the next BeeLine introcductions,
Williams is, as ever, fussing over production. “The most
fun is trying to find the artisans and what they do best. In
Vietnam, it’s lacquer. In India, it's needlework. 'm hoping
that as BeeLine grows, we'll be able to cull items from all
over the world and use people for what they are really good
at doing.” So what's in a name? Given the designer’s hopes
that “BeeLine will be bigger than me,” it is quite a lot, even
for the energetic Queen B.[]
beelinehome.com
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