
What a difference a year makes! This time 
last year we were approaching one of the 
darkest moments of the pandemic and we 
were facing a Christmas very different from 
any we have seen before. Today, as I write, 
The Sixteen has just finished its 2021 Choral 
Pilgrimage having performed 26 concerts in 
21 cities across the UK. The joy that those 
concerts brought, not just to audiences, but 
also to me and all the singers, reminds us 
what a huge privilege it is to be able to 
perform live music in such glorious 
buildings. 
 

I hope that many of you will have been able 
to join us for a concert but, for those of you 
who haven’t, we have also been busy making 
a number of new recordings which you can 
enjoy instead... 
 

What could be more welcome than a little 
repose and respite from the demands of 
daily life, especially after the last 18 
months? The works on our new album Good 
night, beloved tell stories of life and love, of 
tranquillity and stillness, some naïve and 
simple, others infused with complex 
imagery. This beautiful album features a 
stunning selection of music spanning over 
500 years including a new commission from 
Roderick Williams.  
 

In June we released the fifth instalment in 
our Purcell series exploring his music 
written for royalty. The latest album 
illuminates two of Purcell’s Welcome Songs 
alongside his music for Nathaniel Lee’s 
tragedy Theodosius. Purcell also wrote a 
number of fantasias, and I have included the 
two In nomine  settings on the album. These 
are astonishing pieces, full of extraordinary 
counterpoint and techniques of form which 

only someone of Purcell’s skill can turn into 
music of intense emotion and expression. 
 

Here at The Sixteen we love a good 
Christmas carol and we also love to re-
introduce some of the beautiful carols of 
yesteryear that have gone un-championed 
in recent times. Our latest festive feast of 
music is no exception. Carol of the Bells 
takes as its centrepiece Bob Chilcott's 
sumptuous Advent Antiphons alongside works 
by Herbert Howells, Cecilia McDowall, 
William Walton, Eric Whitacre, Mykola 
Leontovich and our very own Kim Porter, all 
interspersed with the beautiful simplicity of 
traditional carols. 
 

Whilst I’ve been limited to performances in 
the UK for the last year or so, my colleagues 
stateside at the Handel and Haydn Society 
haven’t been sitting on their laurels and in 
February we release the first volume of 
their Mozart Violin Concertos  featuring the 
inspirational Aisslinn Nosky. It’s a fabulous 
rendition of these much-loved works. 
 

You will also see that we have added two 
rather lovely collections to our catalogue 
this year—Agnus Dei and The Polish 
Collection. Do visit our online shop for more 
information about both as well as full track 
listings.  
 

So, we hope, there is plenty to fill your ears 
(and lift your spirit) over the festive period 
and wish you all a joyful and music-filled 
Christmas and a very happy and prosperous 
New Year.  
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NEW CAROL OF THE BELLS 
The Sixteen contrasts traditional with contemporary in this 
choral feast of festive music. Bob Chilcott's sublime Advent 
Antiphons, based on plainsong melodies, anticipate the 
coming of Christmas and feature alongside Mykola 
Leontovich's much-loved Carol of the Bells (immortalised in 
the Christmas film Home Alone), Richard Rodney Bennett’s 
stunning Susanni and Eric Whitacre’s shimmering Lux 
aurumque amongst others. Five glorious traditional carols make 
this is a Christmas collection to savour.  

THE SIXTEEN ONLINE 
 

Experience  
The Sixteen from the 

comfort of your own sofa.  
  

HANDEL'S MESSIAH 
Available from  

17 December, 7pm 
 

Filmed in the stunning 
surroundings of St Martin 
in the Fields and featuring 
a glitzy line up of leading 

British soloists.  
£10 

  
 

THE CALL OF ROME  
Available now 

 

Two films celebrating our 
recent Call of Rome 

programme, including an  
'as live' performance from 

Liverpool Metropolitan 
Cathedral featuring 

Allegri's Miserere , and an 
exploration of the music 
with Harry Christophers. 

Free 
  

visit thesixteen.com 

Find out how to  
get 20% off our  

recordings and a  
free CD on page 2 



2021 Releases on CORO 
GOOD NIGHT, BELOVED 

COR16184 

The Sixteen | Harry Christophers 
 

‘The upper voices more than prove their mettle in a terrific 
performance of Bax’s Mater ora filium where sopranos glide 

up to a seemingly endless top C towards the work’s close 
without a flicker.’ BBC Music Magazine 

 
 

THE POLISH COLLECTION 
COR16185 

The Sixteen | Eamonn Dougan 
 

‘Poland boasted an exceptionally rich culture during the 
Renaissance…[Pękiel] emerges—thanks to The Sixteen’s 

outstanding disc—as a figure of polyphonic virtuosity. 
Eamonn Dougan’s direction makes the most of  
this music widening our appreciation of one of  

Poland’s best-kept secrets.’  
The Sunday Telegraph 

 
 

PURCELL: ROYAL WELCOME SONGS  
FOR KING CHARLES II Volume IV  

COR16187 

The Sixteen | Harry Christophers 
 

‘These welcome songs are works that show Purcell in  
all its quality, above all witty and rich in variety.  

But Harry Christophers always uses the programs to  
show more of the breadth of composing, for which  

Purcell is rightly praised even today.’ 
Klassik.com 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 
COR16186 

The Sixteen | Harry Christophers 
 

‘The humble petition to the Lamb of God as a symbol of 
purity, innocence and also helplessness finds its place in 
private prayers as well as in masses. vocally the singers, 
some of whom shine with soloistic parts, know how to 

present themselves with brilliant singing that  
emphasizes the intimate character of the prayers.’  

Pizzicato 
 
 

MOZART: VIOLIN CONCERTOS Volume I 
COR16183 

Handel and Haydn Society | Aisslinn Nosky 
 

‘The lovely, witty performance of the Third Concerto,  
which is no less the case in the Fourth,  

and the ‘charisma’ of the conversational interplay  
with the viola of Max Mandel in the Concertante –  

try the irresistibly infectious finale. 
Gramophone 

SPECIAL CORO CHRISTMAS OFFER: 20% OFF ALL CDS & DOWNLOADS 
 

To obtain your discount online visit www.thesixteenshop.com and select the album of your 
choice, choose the format you require (CD, ALAC, FLAC, AAC or MP3), click ‘Add to Cart’. When 
you reach the checkout enter ‘XMAS2021’ in the box marked ‘Discount’ and click ‘Apply’.  
 

Buy three CDs and / or Downloads in this year’s Christmas Offer and get the first volume in our 
celebrated Purcell Royal Welcome Songs Series (COR16151) absolutely FREE*  
 

* CD orders will automatically be sent a free CD and download orders will receive a free download of Purcell Royal 
Welcome Songs for King James II (COR16151). Mixed format orders of three items or more will also receive a free CD. 

 

         
For more information visit www.thesixteenshop.com  



ETON CHOIRBOOK 

Exclusive Facsimile Offer 
 

One of the most iconic music manuscripts, the Eton Choirbook is of unique importance, both in its own right as a cultural 
artefact and as a source of English choral polyphony composed during the late-15th and early-16th centuries. Had it 
perished, along with so many other (less fortunate) pre-Reformation music manuscripts, our knowledge of a critical 
moment in the history of English music would have been immensely diminished. Ever since it was first copied for use in 
the college chapel in the early 1500s, the choirbook has been continuously in the possession of Eton College. Several 
composers whose works were included in it had close associations with the college including Wylkynson, Browne, 
Cornyshe, Davy, Fawkyner, Fayrfax, Hygons, Lambe and Turges. The manuscript is also a work of consummate artistry, 
copied by an experienced scribe and illuminated by a professional limner. Even in its incomplete state (nearly half of its 
original 224 leaves have been lost), the Eton Choirbook is the undoubted queen of early Tudor music manuscripts. 

Once again we are delighted to bring you the deluxe half-size facsimile version of 
the extraordinary Eton Choirbook with an extensive illustrated introductory 
study by Magnus Williamson and in beautiful buckram binding, along with The 
Sixteen’s Eton Choirbook Collection of five recordings. 
 
 

Exclusive price for  
The Eton Choirbook Facsimile & 5CD Boxed Set:  

£195.00 (Including UK postage*) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* for postage rates for orders outside of the UK  
please email coro@thesixteen.com  

or visit www.thesixteenshop.com 

NEW TALLIS by KERRY McCARTHY 
 

Thomas Tallis lived and worked through much of the turbulent Tudor period in 
England. Unlike many of his contemporaries, he did not just react to radical change, he 
thrived on it. He helped invent new musical styles to meet the demands of the English 
Reformation. He revived and reimagined older musical forms for a new era. Fewer than 
a hundred of his works have survived, but they are incredibly diverse, from miniature 
settings of psalms and hymns to his monumental 40-voice motet Spem in alium.   
 

                            In this new biography, author Kerry McCarthy traces Tallis's long career    
 revisiting the most important documents of his life and a wide variety of his 
 musical works. The book also takes readers on a guided journey along the River 

Thames to the palaces, castles, and houses where Tallis made music for the four 
monarchs he served. It ends with reflections on Tallis's will, his epitaph (whose 
complete text McCarthy has recently rediscovered). Tallis  will be treasured by 
performers, scholars, Tudor enthusiasts, and anyone interested in English 
Renaissance music. 
 

This new special offer comprises the Tallis book as well as The Sixteen’s 
stunning Surround-Sound recording of Tallis’s Spem in alium. 

Special Book & CD Offers 

         For more information visit www.thesixteenshop.com  

Exclusive price for  
Tallis & The Sixteen’s Spem in alium CD:  

£32.00 (+ Postage & Packaging)  
 


