
It's that time of year again! 2017 seems to have 
flown by. As I write this we are preparing for our 
first visit to China where we will be performing a 
selection of secular works by the likes of Finzi, 
Britten, Barber and MacMillan in Shanghai and 
music from this year's Choral Pilgrimage 
featuring Palestrina and Poulenc in Hong Kong. I 
really hope that the Chinese audiences enjoy 
the programme as much as the those in the UK 
have done. I’ve created a number of 
programmes pitching the old against the new in 
recent years (MacMillan and Allegri; Byrd and 
Pärt) and more often than not it is the 
Renaissance composers that our followers come 
to hear and the modern composers that they 
leave talking about. Once again this year it was 
the 20th-century works that seemed to capture 
the imagination of audiences and so if you 
haven’t already heard our album devoted to 
Francis Poulenc then it’s a must. 
 

2017 has been a particularly special year for 
recordings on CORO. In March we were 
honoured to release our premiere recording of 
James  MacMillan's  new  Stabat mater.  We  
have waited a long time for a new setting of this 
vast and powerful poem and in James’s work, 
which we perform on disc with Britten Sinfonia, 
I truly believe we have a masterpiece. The album 
was Gramophone’s Recording of the Month in 
May and also won France’s highest classical 
music award — a Diapason d’Or. 
 

We have also just released the first album in a 
new series on CORO exploring the undoubted 
genius and mastery of Henry Purcell, each 
volume relating to a particular monarch. The 
first album includes two of the fabulous 
Welcome Songs he wrote for James II — Sound 
the trumpet and Ye tuneful muses. As well as    
being musically superb these works bristle with 
wit and irony and demonstrate Purcell's sense 
of mischief brilliantly.  
 

We also resumed our Palestrina series this year 
with the seventh volume which focuses on some 
of the pivotal women in Christian history - Mary 
the Mother of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, St 
Barbara and Susannah. When I started the 
series back in 2011 I knew it would be a hit with 

our fans but we have been constantly delighted 
by its universal appeal garnering five star 
reviews and accolades from Europe to Japan.   
 

The Sixteen’s Associate Conductor, Eamonn 
Dougan, has also been busy working on the fifth 
album in our Polish series which this time 
focuses on master of the Baroque, Marcin 
Mielczewski. You can read more about the new 
release below and you can also visit our 
YouTube pages where we have a great album 
sampler available to listen to. 
 

I am so lucky to work with such talented 
musicians at both The Sixteen and Boston’s 
Handel and Haydn Society and a number of 
them have released albums on our CORO 
Connections strand this year: April saw the first 
album featuring our orchestral Leader, Sarah 
Sexton, and her ensemble the Callino Quartet of 
Haydn’s The Seven Last Words of Our Saviour 
on the Cross. This was followed in June by the 
third instalment of Ian Watson and Susanna 
Ogata’s exploration of Beethoven’s Sonatas for 
Fortepiano and Violin which you will have read 
about in previous newsletters. Both albums 
have received superb reviews and we are 
delighted to have them on the label. Finally this 
year we welcome back Sixteen organist, Robert 
Quinney, with his forth disc of J.S. Bach Organ 
Works. Recorded on the beautiful Metzler 
organ of Trinity College, Cambridge, it is a 
fabulous album and rounds up a great year on 
CORO. 
 

At a time when the news is full of doom and 
gloom and day-to-day events in the world can 
leave one despairing, it is my hope that the 
music we perform and record can bring a little 
peace and happiness to the festive season and, 
with that in mind, I wish you all a merry 
Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 
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FORTHCOMING 
CONCERTS 

Christmas Concerts in the UK 
Glory to the Christ Child 

 

Sage, Gateshead 
8 December 2017, 7.30pm 
Box Office: 0191 443 4661 

 

Glyndebourne, East Sussex 
10 December 2017, 3.00pm 
Box Office: 01273 815 000 

 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
11 December 2017, 7.30pm 
Box Office: 0121 780 3333 

 

St John the Evangelist, Oxford 
15 December 2017, 7.45pm 
Box Office: 01865 305 305 

 

St David’s Hall, Cardiff 
17 December 2017, 3.00pm 
Box Office: 029 2087 8444 

 

Cadogan Hall, London 
18 December 2017, 7.30pm 
19 December 2017, 7.30pm 
Box Office: 020 7730 4500 

 

Concert Hall, Reading 
21 December 2017, 7.30pm 
Box Office: 0118 960 6060 

 

Please note that some of  
these concerts have limited  

availability. 
 

Details of all concerts are in our season 
brochure and on our website. 

www.thesixteen.com 

NEW MARCIN MIELCZEWSKI  
COR16153 
 

The fifth volume in The Sixteen’s highly acclaimed 
Polish series, conducted by Associate Conductor 
Eamonn Dougan, celebrates the music of Marcin 
Mielczewski. Influenced by the many Italian 
composers who graced the Polish courts in the 
1600s, Mielczewski was a prolific composer. The 
cross-section of works recorded here show an 
exceptionally accomplished musician at work, one 
whose music deserves a wider audience and who 
can confidently stand alongside the maestri who 
came before him and from whom he learnt his craft. 

NEW SERIES  HENRY PURCELL: ROYAL  
WELCOME SONGS for KING JAMES II 
COR16151 

Despite being written for the celebration of 
royal occasions, Purcell’s Royal Welcome 
Songs were penned during a time of immense 
disillusionment with the monarchy. Filled 
with humour as well as an ironic detachment 
from the politics of the time, Ye tuneful 
muses and Sound the trumpet fizz with the 
dramatic energy which characterised his 
later operas and mark a crucial turning point 
in his career.  Quintessential Purcell! 

The Choral Pilgrimage 2018 
Sacred and Profane 

Music by Britten and Cornysh 
 

Patrons priority booking opens on  
Tuesday 16 January 2018. 

 

General Booking opens on  
Tuesday 23 January 2018. 

 

A full list of dates and venues  
can be found on our website. 



SPECIAL CORO CHRISTMAS OFFER:  
20% OFF ALL CDS & DOWNLOADS 
 

For details of how to purchase CDs and downloads at 20% discount 
by mail order please see the enclosed form.  
 

To obtain your discount online visit www.thesixteenshop.com and 
select the album of your choice, choose the format you require (CD, 
ALAC, FLAC, AAC or MP3), click ‘Add to Cart’. When you reach the 
checkout enter ‘XMAS2017’ in the box marked ‘Discount’ and click 
‘Apply’.  

 
Buy three CDs and / or Downloads in this 
year’s Christmas Mail Offer and get An 
Immortal Legacy (COR16111) absolutely FREE*  
 

* CD orders will be sent a free CD and download 
orders will receive a free download of the An 
Immortal Legacy album. Mixed format orders of 
three items or more will also receive a free CD. 

PALESTRINA VOLUME 7 
COR16155 
 

‘The music of Giovanni Pierluigi da 
Palestrina is like a precious silken 
cloth. The delicate fibres that are its 
fluid, melismatic themes are woven by 
this greatest of Italian Counter 
Reformation composers into a musical 
fabric so perfect the impression on the 
ear is of something naturally fulfilling 
and complete.’ 

 

The Scotsman 

 For information on all CORO CDs visit www.thesixteen.com 
The Sixteen Productions Ltd  

Osney Lock Boat House, Bridge Street, Oxford, OX2 0AX, UK 
Tel: +44 (0) 1865 793 999  email: coro@thesixteen.com 

FRANCIS POULENC 
COR16149 
 

Music from The Choral Pilgrimage 
2017. 
 

‘As discs of Poulenc’s choral music go, 
this is about as good as it gets … one 
can’t imagine this music being better 
performed. You'd want to rescue this 
CD from a burning building, and the 
recording quality is glorious.’ 
 

theartsdesk.com  

MONTEVERDI: THE SELVA 
MORALE E SPIRITUALE 
COLLECTION 
COR16156 
 

This boxed set, released to 
celebrate Monteverdi’s 450th 
anniversary, includes all three 
volumes of The Sixteen’s celebrated 
recordings of the anthology.  

JAMES MACMILLAN: 
STABAT MATER 
COR16150 
 

‘It is also dangerously easy to 
underestimate the consummate skill 
with which Harry Christophers 
balances and moulds the choral sound. 
From deep within this wonderful 
homogeneous sonority, the solo voices 
emerge almost imperceptibly.’  
 

Gramophone Recording of the 
Month, May 2017 

BEETHOVEN: SONATAS FOR 
FORTEPIANO AND VIOLIN 
VOL. 3 
Sonata No.6 in A major Op.30 
Sonata No.7 in C minor Op.30 
Sonata No.8 in G major Op.30 
COR16154 
 

Susanna Ogata violin  
Ian Watson fortepiano  
 

‘There’s subtlety and continual alertness too — the sense of mystery he 
[Watson] conjures in the solo phrase that opens Op.30 No.2 and the 
understated way he shades the second movement of Op.30 No.1 away 
into silence. And Ogata is with him every step of the way: witty, responsive, 
making the tops of phrases gleam.’  Gramophone  HAYDN:  

SYMPHONIES 8 & 84 
VIOLIN CONCERTO IN A 
MAJOR 
COR16148 
 

Handel and Haydn Society 
Harry Christophers 
Aisslinn Nosky violin 
 

‘This third disc is the best of the 
consistently stylish series … this is the 
sound of a conductor and orchestra 
really clicking with their namesake 
composer … their love of the music is 
palpable.’  Gramophone  
 

 

2017 Releases on CORO 

NEW J.S. BACH: ORGAN 
WORKS VOL. IV 
COR16157 

Robert Quinney organ  
 

Featuring the mighty Prelude and 
Fugue in E minor – a work that 
disregarded all the trends of the time 
and displays Bach’s total individuality – 
and the unique Organ Concerto in D 
minor, this fourth volume of organ 

works from Robert Quinney demonstrates how the ritornello  
structure was central to Bach’s mature style.  

HAYDN: THE SEVEN LAST 
WORDS OF OUR SAVIOUR ON 
THE CROSS 
COR16152 

Callino Quartet 
 

‘An introspective and reverent take. The 
seven slow movements never sound 
wearisome or laboured, instead taking on 
an almost meditative quality.’   

BBC Music Magazine  


