
I am writing this mid-way through a series of 
four concerts of Sir James MacMillan’s new 
Stabat Mater. The premiere at the Barbican on 
the 15 October was a spectacular evening of 
music and I can honestly say that we were 
witness to a masterpiece in the making. The 
work will be recorded later in the year for 
release in March 2017, and so I write this year’s 
round-up of wonderful albums with the certain 
knowledge that next year’s offerings will be 
equally stunning! 
 

We kicked off 2016 with the disc that 
accompanied our Choral Pilgrimage - The Deer’s 
Cry. Whilst coming from very different eras, 
William Byrd and Arvo Pärt are both considered 
masters of sacred music despite having faced 
considerable persecution for their work. The 
album features six of William Byrd’s works from 
the Cantiones sacrae and  three  works  by   Arvo 
Pärt which speak in his unmistakable voice, with 
its unique blend of ancient and modern. If you 
didn’t make it to one of the concerts then the 
album is the next best way to enjoy this 
fascinating music. 
 

April saw the release of the first of two albums 
exploring Monteverdi’s Messa a quattro voci et 
salmi of 1650. Published posthumously by 
Francesco Cavalli, a pupil of Monteverdi’s, the 
collection contains some of the composer’s most 
attractive, novel and inventive music.  
 

Our series of Polish music on CORO has been a 
great success. Eamonn’s programming is a 
revelation, highlighting some of the finest works 
to come out of the country through the Baroque 
period as well as re-introducing us to some of 
the lost treasures of the era. The latest disc in 
the series, Helper and Protector, features 
Marenzio’s Missa super Iniquos odio habui - a 
Mass previously known solely from the Kyrie 
and Gloria. The remaining parts were feared lost 
following World War II but have been 
rediscovered since the fall of the Berlin Wall. It’s 
a great recording and a particularly good 
introduction to Baroque Italian composers 
working in the Polish courts. 
 

I’ve had a passion for music of the 20th century 

since my days as a chorister at Canterbury and it 
was there that I first discovered Edmund 
Rubbra. His love of counterpoint and his clever 
working of melody makes him stand out from 
many of his contemporaries, but it is his sense of 
tonality that, for me, makes his music so special. 
It was, therefore, a great delight for me when 
the opportunity arose to record a whole album 
devoted to Rubbra. If you are not familiar with 
his music I urge you to try our recording - it 
really is very special.   
 

Across the pond in Boston I’ve been working on 
two recording projects with the Handel and 
Haydn Society (H+H); the first is the 
continuation of our Haydn Symphonies series 
with an album featuring the much-loved 7th and 
83rd symphonies (‘Le midi’ and ‘La poule’), and 
the second is a fascinating album of music 
entitled ‘The Old Colony Collection’. We 
discovered the anthology while we were 
researching for H+H’s Bicentennial exhibition 
and it contains the most wonderful collection of 
verse anthems, glees and choruses by a whole 
range of composers. It is very reminiscent of the 
late Chapel Royal music of Croft and Greene 
and was an absolute delight to record.   
 

On CORO Connections H+H members, Ian 
Watson and Susanna Ogata, continued their 
Beethoven Sonatas series and the fruits of an 
exciting collaboration with Christ Church 
Cathedral Choir in Oxford have finally been 
realised with the release of a new edition of 
Durante’s Requiem which you can read more 
about below.  
 

The Sixteen’s final release for this year is a new 
recording of Christmas music featuring 
traditional carols and much-loved modern 
classics. There’s more information about Song of 
the Nativity below and so it just remains for me 
to wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy 
New Year.  
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This brand new recording of Christmas music 
from The Sixteen contrasts the dramatic 
intensity of music by some of today’s most 
admired composers with a selection of 
traditional and modern carols including Boris 
Ord’s Adam lay ybounden, Henry Walford 
Davies’ version of O little town of Bethlehem 
and Gabriel Jackson’s luscious The Christ 
Child. This programme, which also contains 
much-loved modern works, will provide a 
peaceful and uplifting antidote to the hectic 
pre-Christmas rush.   

FORTHCOMING 
CONCERTS 

Christmas Concerts in the UK 
We Three Kings 

 

Uppingham School Chapel 
Eamonn Dougan conductor  
3 December 2016, 7.30pm 
Box Office: 01572 820 820 

 

St David’s Hall, Cardiff 
4 December 2016, 3.00pm 
Box Office: 029 2087 8444 

 

Shoreditch Town Hall, London   
5 December 2016, 7.00pm 
Box Office: 020 7377 1362 

 

Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham 
8 December 2016, 7.00pm 
Box Office: 0115 989 5555 

 

St John the Evangelist, Oxford 
10 December 2016, 7.45pm 
Box Office: 01865 305 305 

 

Cadogan Hall, London 
20 December 2016, 7.30pm 
21 December 2016, 7.30pm 
Box Office: 020 7730 4500 

 

Concert Hall, Reading 
22 December 2016, 7.30pm 
Box Office: 0118 960 6060 

 

Please note that some of  
these concerts are sold out  
or have limited availability. 

 

Details of all concerts are in our season 
brochure and on our website. 

www.thesixteen.com 

NEW DURANTE: REQUIEM  
COR16147 
 

In an exciting new collaboration Oxford’s Christ 
Church Cathedral Choir, one of the world's 
oldest and best-known cathedral choirs, joins 
forces with soloists from The Sixteen and 
Oxford Baroque for this new recording of 
Francesco Durante’s Requiem Mass in C minor. 
Despite its enduring popularity in the 18th 
century this beautiful and majestic Requiem 
was never published. This is the premiere 
recording of Stephen Darlington’s new edition 
of the work. which shows Durante to be a 
composer of considerable skill and invention. 

NEW SONG OF THE NATIVITY 
COR16146 

The Choral Pilgrimage 2017 
Music by Palestrina and Poulenc 

 

Patrons priority booking opens on  
Monday 9 January 2017. 

 

General Booking opens on  
Monday 16 January 2017. 

 

A full list of dates and venues  
can be found on our website. 



SPECIAL CORO CHRISTMAS OFFER:  
20% OFF ALL CDS & DOWNLOADS 
 

For details of how to purchase CDs and downloads at 20% discount 
by mail order please see the enclosed form.  
 

To obtain your discount online visit www.thesixteenshop.com and 
select the album of your choice, choose the format you require (CD, 
ALAC, FLAC, AAC or MP3), click ‘Add to Cart’. When you reach the 
checkout enter ‘XMAS2016’ in the box marked ‘Discount’ and click 
‘Apply’.  

 
Buy three CDs and / or Downloads in this 
year’s Christmas Mail Offer and get 
Handel’s Israel in Egypt absolutely FREE*  
 

* CD orders will be sent a free CD and download 
orders will receive a free download of the Israel 
in Egypt album. Mixed format orders of three items 
or more will also receive a free CD. 

2016 Releases on CORO 

MONTEVERDI: MESSA A 
QUATTRO VOCI ET SALMI 
OF 1650 VOL. I 
COR16142 
 

’Pure - and vintage - Monteverdi, 
starting with a Dixit Dominus and 
ending, grandly with a version 
of Beatus Vir, using material we 
know from the familiar one. Ideal 
consort singing.’  
 
 

The Sunday Times,  Culture Magazine 

 For information on all CORO CDs visit www.thesixteen.com 
The Sixteen Productions Ltd  

Osney Lock Boat House, Bridge Street, Oxford, OX2 0AX, UK  
Tel: +44 (0) 1865 793 999  email: coro@thesixteen.com 

THE DEER’S CRY 
Pärt, Byrd  
COR16140 
 

All of the music from The Choral 
Pilgrimage 2016. 
 

‘The Sixteen's performance combines a 
scrupulous accuracy with a pregnant 
sense of ritual and contemplative 
mystery.’ 
 
 

BBC Music Magazine  

EDMUND RUBBRA 
COR16144 
 

On this beautiful new recording The 

Sixteen explores some of Rubbra’s 

little-known choral music including 

the Missa Cantuariensis and the  

extraordinary Tenebrae Nocturns. 
  

‘Supremely concise, intricately crafted.’   
 

Gramophone 

 

HELPER AND PROTECTOR 
Marenzio, Pacelli, Bertolusi 
COR16141 
 

‘Marenzio’s two-choir Mass based on 
his own dramatic eight-part madrigal 
of the same name is also no slouch. 
Previously known only from the Kyrie 
and Gloria, the recent rediscovery of 
the rest of the Mass is genuine cause 
for celebration.’   
 

Early Music Review 

JAMES MACMILLAN: 
STABAT MATER 
COR16150 
 

Following The Sixteen’s spectacular 
premiere performance of Sir James 
MacMillan’s new Stabat Mater you 
can now pre-order the CD from our 
website or download from iTunes 
for delivery in February.  
 

‘a masterpiece.’  
 

theartsdesk.com  

BEETHOVEN: SONATAS FOR 
FORTEPIANO AND VIOLIN 
VOL. 2 
Sonata No.10 in G major Op.96 
Sonata No.5 in F major Op.24 
COR16143 
 

Susanna Ogata violin  
Ian Watson fortepiano  
 

‘The sound quality is ravishing! That said, 
so are the performances. I've known these 

works for many years and yet they both sounded so fresh here... I shall now 
have to go out and buy volume 1 - this is definitely a complete set worth 
having!’  Early Music Review   

HAYDN: SYMPHONIES 7 & 83 
COR16139 

THE OLD COLONY 
COLLECTION 
COR16145 

Handel and Haydn Society 
Harry Christophers 
 

In a programme packed full of great 
drama and theatricality, the Handel 
and Haydn Society presents a new 
live recording which showcases Haydn’s 
Symphony No. 7 ‘Le midi’ - one of the 
most striking of his early symphonies - 
and Paris Symphony No. 83 ‘La poule’, 
named as such because of its famous 
clucking dotted note motif.  
 

Whilst the names James Kent, Charles Avison or Samuel Webbe may 
not be familiar to today’s listeners, 200 years ago these composers and 
their works were prized for their sing-ability, their musical evocations 
of the text, and their beautiful sonorities. Rarely recorded, and some 
works never before recorded, The Old Colony Collection contains a 
diverse array of compositions that were familiar on both sides of the 
Atlantic. The selection chosen for this recording features some of the 
finest examples from this fabulous and extensive anthology.  

Pre-Order 


