
 

Making the right choice, Underfloor or Radiators? 

Both systems offer excellent levels of comfort 

For heating an existing house it is very unlikely that Underfloor heating is possible. In New 

build homes you have the choice. Here are some considerations to help you select the best 

option for your home.   

 Lifestyle, Are you a young  family with children using most of the home most of time,  are 

you a bout to retire, is the home empty for several hours while you work  or do you use part 

of the home throughout the day. Do you spend regular periods away for days at a time?    
If your life pattern or home use is more fluid then Radiators may offer an advantage as radiator 

systems respond far more rapidly.  Individual rooms or even the whole system can be turned off and 

on at will and when required, will respond really quickly.  

Per hour, underfloor is cheaper to run but is slow to respond and to be efficient is best left in an on state 

almost permanently on throughout the season. A radiator system is run in the periods required and In general 

is cheaper to run over a winter season (See our Guide to underfloor heating for more about operating UFH)  

 

 Fuel source. Though the main fuel sources (Gas, Electricity, Diesel and Wood) can run 

either type of system in some form, the different fuels offer differing levels of effectiveness 

efficiency and control.  (Wood fired appliances, especially stoves are difficult to control)   

 Below is our view – we apply  a simple  A to D rating  of the primary heat sources

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember also with appliances like Gasification wood boilers  you will need to give consideration to 

the boiler location, perhaps a dedicated plant room and also the intricacy’s and aesthetics of the flue 

 

 



 

 Home design. Orientation, room layouts, structural construction type and even floor 

coverings are all factors requiring some consideration.  

For example Large open plan living spaces with lots of glazing can result in a shortage of suitable wall 

space on which to mount radiators. Wooden floors don’t really suit underfloor. And some floor 

coverings can affect underfloor performance. Passive solar input through glass can be a challenging 

issue especially to underfloor systems and requires specific control features. 

 

We offer an overview system proposal service Free of charge. Simply send us your plans in 

PDF, We will ask the right questions and provide a proposed system detail complete with an 

itemised system package cost.  See the system Design Pages on our website  . 

 

 

 

 Budgets. Consider the cost to install, Payback on your investment, Cost to run and the cost 

of maintenance.  
In most cases maintenance costs relate to the heat source and as such are comparable across under 

floor and radiator systems but not across appliance types.   

The installed cost of radiator and underfloor heating systems is very similar, though with Under floor 

there can be a little more secondary cost from your electrical contractor as there tends to be more 

controls to wire in.  

The Heat Source is the most expensive component of any system. A gas boiler is usually the cheapest 

interestingly it is one of the most efficient.  

In regard to payback a Natural Gas boiler can be under $3k and is extremely efficient.  A gasification 

wood boiler might cost $8k Plus! - $5,000 will buy an awful lot of Gas, 

 

 

Payback on investment is a bit of a two sided sword. Consider lifestyle, comfort, and health benefits 

as well as the financial payback. Also bear in mind, installing a quality whole home heating system is 

recognised as something which will raise saleable value of a property. 

 

 

Some two storey homes will benefit from and work well with a system combining 

underfloor heating downstairs and radiators upstairs, in some cases even a single storey 

home may be split, underfloor in the open plan living areas bathrooms and hallway, and 

radiators in the bedrooms, giving the user the advantage of invisible heat in the living areas, 

and fast response controls over the bedrooms. 

Underfloor is invisible and gives extra comfort under foot, especially on hard floors.  

Radiators are fast to respond and a little more economical to run. 

 

Nothing turns a house into a home better than warmth and comfort of a heat IQ System 

We Know Heating 
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