
Dessein
Launched in 2012 by award-
winning designer, Michele 

Chow, Dessein Furniture offers a 

fresh perspective on Australian 

design that reflects “our 

unique culture, lifestyle and 

landscape”. The core value is 

simple and engaging: to create 

authentic and quality designs 

that are “affordable, original 

and sustainable”, while also 

being expressive of modern, 

contemporary Australia. 

Led by Chow but centred on a 

collaborative ethos, Dessein aims 

to facilitate new opportunities 

for local designers and has 

successfully brought together 

some of Australia’s best – 

including Simon Ancher, Nathan 

Day, Tom Fereday and Marcus 

Piper – to craft their second 

venture, the Pieman Collection. 

Encompassing a full suite of 

chairs, tables, shelving and 

accessories for residential 
and commercial settings, the 
range developed through 
a series of workshops, each 
designer contributing uniquely 
different skills, perspectives and 
experiences until “unified and 
coherent pieces of furniture” 
came together. 
“The functional and technical 
development that has driven 
the collective and the iterative 
design approach is hidden, but 
it was an integral part of the 
process,” says Chow. “It was 
a fascinating and enriching 
experience that can be seen 
though the beautiful pieces 
produced.”
Dessein chose to manufacture 
in Australia for the Pieman 
Collection, partnering up with 
Tasmanian boutique timber 
company, Hydrowood. The 
celery top pine and Tasmanian 
blackwood used in the collection 
have been drawn from beneath 
the surface of Lake Pieman in 
north-west Tasmania, bringing 
new life to a forgotten resource.

“Hydrowood have given our 
designers the opportunity 
to work with rare timbers of 
exceptional quality that carry 
unique characteristics – a result 
of being submerged for the past 
three decades,” explains Chow. 
“Designed to showcase these 
timbers in a manner sympathetic 
to their scarcity, the Pieman 
Collection is a celebration of 
ingenuity from the ground up.”
The ethical approach of 
Hydrowood fits very well with that 
of Dessein's own. Dedicated to 
sustainability, Dessein seeks to 
embrace a strong, principled 
stance by finding new and 
untapped reusable or renewable 
resources.
“We have locally manufactured 
this collection using regionally 
sourced sustainable materials, 
allowing us to pass on all the 
benefits of environmentally 
conscious and affordable design 
to our customers, and continuing 
to stay true to the Dessein story 
and vision,” says Chow. 
              
desseinfurniture.com
hydrowood.com.au

Dessein founder Michele Chow 

offers a fresh perspective on 

Australian design. bottom left 
to right Simon Ancher, Tom 

Fereday, Nathan Day and 

Marcus Piper.

top The Pieman Collection encompasses a 

full suite of superbly designed chairs, tables, 

shelving and accessories. bottom Hydrowood 

is drawn from beneath the surface of Lake 

Pieman in north-west Tasmania. 
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