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HAILING FROM DENMARK, 
Clint has been a player in the DAB 
market since 2008 and Odin is  
its flagship model from the new 
Asgard ecosystem of multi-room 
speakers. Clint says Asgard 
embodies the essence of the gods 
from Norse mythology after whom 
it is named with qualities such as 
toughness, endurance and power. 

Weighing nearly 7kg, Odin is 
certainly a hefty beast for a speaker 
if not a Norse god, and is about the 
size of a cylinder vacuum cleaner. 
Fashioned from durable aluminium, 
it comes in white or dark grey. Clint 
recommends locating the unit on 
the floor, near a corner, maybe 
placing it on an optional foot stand 
(£46) that angles the drivers 
upwards by 8°. 

The enclosure has a bevy of 
over-sized, plasticky buttons on its 
top that comprise volume, play/
pause, multi-room and mute. You’re 
more likely to control the speaker 
from a computer or using the iOS/
Android app on a smartphone.

Norse code
There’s a USB input on the rear  
that can charge and playback iOS 
devices and a 3.5mm jack input for 
analogue sources. Otherwise, it’s all 
about wi-fi, and mainly AirPlay. 
Ironically for a protocol that’s 
named after a real norse king, 
Bluetooth has been eschewed. You 
can, however, stream music directly 
to Odin over a peer-to-peer wi-fi 
network, which Clint calls Music 
Direct and the speaker can also 
connect to DLNA sources. It is 
compatible with a decent range  
of wirelessly streamed formats 
including AIFF, ALAC, WMA, AAC, 
FLAC and WAV, supporting files 
sampled at up to 192kHz.

A button on the back is provided 
to help get Odin hooked on to a 
network, which is a relatively simple 
process if your router supports WPS. 
There’s no display, just a row of 
LEDs that change colour and rate  
of pulsing to indicate their status. 

The app isn’t exactly the first word 
in device control either, lacking for 
example a ‘now playing’ button, but 
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it does allow you to adjust the bass, 
mid and treble, plus you can set up 
two speakers as a traditional stereo 
pair or add three more units to form  
a multi-room system. Within the app 
you can easily find internet radio 
stations, access music stored on the 
device and launch Spotify Connect  
(if you have a subscription). Other 
external apps such as Tidal can just  
as easily be used by choosing the 
Odin in the AirPlay menu.

The first thing to say about the 
performance is that the power  
output makes a big impression with 
the claimed figure of 50W, and with 
not that much effort it is easily 
capable of filling small-to-medium-
sized listening rooms. Unleashed on 
an all-thumping techno treat such as 
David Guetta’s Shot Me Down, 
streamed in higher quality on Tidal, 
the attack from the bass is quite 
astonishing, reaching low and 
throwing air around the room 
liberally. Not that there’s a lack of 
control, and the bass never feels 
woolly or disconnected from the 
midrange. The upper frequencies  
of the synth have an engaging 
smoothness to them and Skylar  
Grey’s gorgeous vocals are pleasingly 
well rounded. 

Upping the ante on the vocal front 
with a burst of Adele’s Set Fire To The 

Rain, and the Odin’s fine handling of 
the mid and upper range is so 
exquisite it’s impossible not to feel a 
tingle on the back of the neck. This 
all happens at medium volume 
levels with the unit able to deliver 
the goods without sounding strained 
or over worked. It also proves itself 
highly adapt at picking out the 
complex layers of sax, guitar and 
percussion of David Byrne and St 
Vincent’s Who. Texturally, the 
delivery is arguably a tad too finely 
polished, robbing the track of some 
of its natural warmth. 

Hitting the sweet spot
A single unit, even if it has left and 
right drivers, is never going to 
generate properly satisfying stereo 
imaging and in terms of the 
soundfield there is a definite sweet 
spot. Clint hasn’t quite managed to 
nail the dispersion so that all 
listeners get a satisfying blend.

In terms of sheer power, Odin has 
enough reserves in its tank to take 
on Naim’s awesome Mu-so (HFC 
391). Ok, so it can’t match the latter 
when it comes to refinement – either 
in build quality or performance – but 
given that Odin is nearly one third of 
the price it is a viable alternative for 
anyone looking for a room-filling 
sound from a single speaker. AJ
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