
CLEAR OUT  CLEAN UP        GUIDE



CLEAR OUT AND CLEAN UP PROCESS
ESTATE AUCTIONS - CONSIGNMENTS - GALLERY CONSIGNMENTS 

Downsizing is tough.  From the daunting task of sorting what (and what not) to keep,
to letting go of beloved possessions, scaling back can be stressful -- mentally,
physically and emotionally.  The Velvet Cricket is here to help!  Make downsizing as
smooth as possible with our simple "CLEAR OUT and CLEAN UP" process.  
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LOCATE  PERSONAL  ITEMS  

ORGANIZE  INTO  KEEP,  SELL,  DONATE,  DISCARD  CATEGORIES

ESTIMATE  %  OF  TOTAL  ITEMS  IN  EACH  CATEGORY
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IDENTIFY

Your first step is to ensure that all personal items, especially valuables, are
discovered and accounted for.  This is especially true in estate situations, where
seniors may have stashed items in unusual places for safekeeping.  Be sure to check
these hiding spots:

Household appliances, including
vacuums, dishwashers and
refrigerator panels. 
Toys
Cabinet toe kicks 
Faux panels in dressers, cabinets
and stair treads
Phony paint cans, coffee cans and
food containers

Home safe deposit/fire box
House rafters
Floor boards
Air vents
Clothing, shoes and coat pockets
Gun Racks
Books and Bibles 
Potted Plants
Electrical outlets

LOCATE PERSONAL ITEMS
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Next, label card board boxes with "KEEP", "SELL", "DONATE" and "TOSS". Start with a single
room and move systematically through each space in the home, placing items in the
appropriate box. When finished, ESTIMATE the percent each segment to the total (50%
trash, 30% donate, 15% sell and 5% keep).  This will help determine your downsizing
approach and focus your efforts on the most important items.

ORGANIZE  ITEMS BY CATEGORY

For larger items and bags, use
color coded stickers or zip ties. 

Fight the temptation to create a "MAYBE" pile, 
as this will only slow your clear out process.

RED = KEEP

BLUE = TOSS

YELLOW = SELL
GREEN = DONATE



CATALOG  ITEMS  TO  BE  SOLD

DETAIL  ITEM  QUANTITY  AND  CONDITION

RESEARCH  GENERAL  ITEM  VALUE  
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ASSESS

Google: Term or Image Search 
Ebay: Sold Listings 
Guidebooks: Warman's, Antique Trader, etc. 
Fee-based online databases:
Worthpoint.com, Kovels.com
"What Is This?" Facebook group
Professional appraisers

Tools to assess item value: 

Create a simple spreadsheet listing each item, along with CATEGORY (e.g. furniture,
jewelry, etc), QUANTITY, CONDITION, and VALUE.  Visit VELVETCRICKET.com/clearout
to use our easy online or downloadable forms.  Separate sentimental versus
marketplace value by carefully researching an item's true worth. Keep in mind that
item condition, not age, is critical to the evaluation process. 

When researching items, be sure to note
the item's SOLD versus SALES price.
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ELIMINATE

Make a difference in your community!
These local organizations accept
everything from clothing, furniture and
household goods, to computers, paint and
building materials.  Most offer pick up too!

DONATE  - -  GIVE  YOUR  ITEMS  A  NEW  PURPOSE

TOSS  - -   RECYCLE  AND  CLEAR  OUT  YOUR  SPACE

SELL  - -  HOW  THE  VELVET  CRICKET  CAN  HELP!

You've identified, organized and assessed -- now it's time to eliminate!  Here are
some helpful hints to complete your home transformation.

Photograph or scan items you find difficult to
discard, such as old photos or collectibles.

RECYCLE IT!DONATE IT!

REMOVE IT!

Give your items new life while saving the
planet! From electronics to hazardous
materials, clear out responsibly with these
firms. 

When it all has to go... try these local firms.



AUCTIONS

From a few items to a full house, our estate sales, weekly online
auctions and signature gallery services have you covered!

Call us for a free consultation today!

Economical: Lower fees than other
companies mean more money in your
pocket

Knowledgeable: Our trained specialists
will help you pick out your most valuable
items

Flexible: Our online gallery allows for
high-end and unique pieces to be sold at
set prices

Accessible: 24/7 Viewing & Bidding
Opportunities

Considerate: We observe all COVID and
Social Distancing Practices

Accommodating: Estate sale auctions can
be held in your home or our warehouse

Comprehensive: We can handle entire
estate clean outs or just a few items

Convenient: We accept a wider array of
items than our competitors

Affordable: No upfront costs or out of
pocket expenses 

All Inclusive: Extensive marketing
campaigns support all auctions

SELL IT!



OUR SERVICES

THE VELVET CRICKET
4233 Airport Road Unit B 
 Cincinnati, Ohio 45226

 

(513) 513-979-4990
contact@velvetcricket.com

VELVETCRICKET.COM

Estate Sales

Education and Inspiration for Sustainable Living

Weekly Online Auctions
Signature Gallery

Personal Property Appraisals
Nonprofit Fundraising

CONTACT US TODAY!


