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SHED 
NEW 
LIGHT
‘If something doesn’t look right, I get what  
I call “tinnitus of the eye” – a bothersome 
buzzing,’ declares designer Mads Odgård. 
Having failed to find a lamp that didn’t 
result in this side effect, he set out to create 
a piece with a simple silhouette that was 
discreet and distinctive. Improvising with 
what he had around him – in this instance,  
a bowl and a toilet roll tube – the beginnings 
of the ‘MO’ series for Carl Hansen & Søn 
were born. A love of precise measurements 
and geometric shapes is a characteristic of 
Odgård’s work, who points out: ‘The shade 
is not half a sphere, but a little more, which 
stops it being too bright.’ From £202 
(carlhansen.com). 
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MINI 
MARVEL
Peter J Lassen founded furniture brand 
Montana in 1982 with the aim of giving people 
the freedom and flexibility to continually 
reconfigure, adapt and change their homes. 
The company is now run by Lassen’s son, 
Joakim Lassen, but his father would wholly 
approve of the brand’s latest release, the 
‘Montana Mini’. This streamlined series  
of modular storage units is available in  
three variants – open, with shelves, or with  
a door – and in 10 colours. Designed to be  
used singularly or like building blocks, two 
magnets are embedded in each one, helping 
them to line up perfectly. From £158 for  
an open module (montanafurniture.com).

Way to glow
Wästberg continues on its mission to 
make lighting practical, beautiful and 
comforting with the ‘W203 Ilumina’. 

Created by Ilse Crawford, its futuristic 
yet organic shape is based on library 

lamps. The hidden dimmable LED light 
source directs a gentle and ambient glow 

downwards, while holes in the shade 
radiate light outward without producing 

glare. From £505 (wastberg.com).

CELESTIAL 
BODIES

With a curved, solid wooden 
backrest mimicking its ethereal 

rings, the ‘Planet’ chair by  
La Chance takes inspiration from 

Saturn. The Parisian brand has 
teamed up with fellow French 

textile firm Métaphores to 
introduce new editions of the 

design upholstered in an array  
of jacquards, weaves and satins 
which are mixed and matched 

over seat and back cushions for an 
eclectic look. Approx £1,007 each 

(lachance.paris).



C
O

M
PI

LE
D

 B
Y:

 K
IE

RA
 B

U
C

KL
EY

-JO
N

ES

28  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  MAY 2020

NOW

1 ‘Heath’ embroidered cloth in ‘Tuscan’, £70 per m, Villa Nova (villanova.co.uk) 2 ‘6722-P Kaiser Idell’ pendant light by Christian Dell, £199, Fritz 
Hansen (fritzhansen.com) 3 ‘Furrow’ wallcovering, £125 for an 8.5m roll, Arte (arte-international.com) 4 ‘No.11’ mineral paint, £72 for 2.5 litres, 

Gris (grispaints.co.uk) 5 ‘Tilt’ marble floor lamp, £195, John Lewis & Partners ( johnlewis.com) 6 ‘Tress’ chair, £375, Oliver Bonas (oliverbonas.com)  
7 ‘Tota’ lantern, £49, Aytm (aytm.dk) 8 ‘Gems’ tumblers in ‘Amber’, £40 for a set of four, LSA International (lsa-international.com) 9‘Sector’ shelving 

in dark stained ash/brass, £280, Ferm Living (fermliving.com) 10 ‘Oak Marovian’ wooden flooring, from £109 per sq m, Ecora (ecora.co.uk)  
11 ‘Symbols’ rug, £250, Habitat (habitat.co.uk) 12 ‘Clivio’ daybed by Keiji Takeuchi for Living Divani, £2,898, Aram Store (aram.co.uk)

 WISHL IST 

TANGERINE DREAM
Tone down pieces in this attention-grabbing hue 
with the presence of soothing charcoal surfaces 
alongside rich indigo accessories 
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When designer Sacha Walckhoff  
was invited to create tableware for 

German porcelain house Rosenthal, he 
took inspiration from the brand’s 

Walter Gropius-designed ‘Grünhaus’, 
an indoor oasis at the centre of its 

factory created for workers and 
employees to relax in. The ‘Magic 

Garden’ collection symbolises the life 
cycle of flora and fauna with three 

contrasting designs: ‘Black Seeds’, a 
graphic monochrome pattern; ‘Foliage’, 

representing spring shoots and young 
leaves; and ‘Blossom’, a cheerful riot  

of wild flowers. From £16.75 for  
a small plate (rosenthal.co.uk). 

MAGIC 
SPELL 

LONDON CALLING
Wigmore Street is an address synonymous with high-end 
interiors firms, so it’s a fitting locale for Italian furniture brand 
Rimadesio’s UK debut. Spread over two floors, the 300-square-
metre space is a temple to the company’s sleek craftsmanship 
and precise attention to detail, swathed in walnut, bronzed 
metals and grey Vicenza stone. Its signature storage systems 
feature throughout, including walk-in closet ‘Zenit’ and the new 
‘Modulor’ wall panelling, which can be used both as a decorative 
wall treatment or combined with shelving for seamless 
statement storage (85 Wigmore Street W1; rimadesio.it).

SHAPESHIFTER
Fresh from the success of winning an ELLE 

Decoration British Design Award for the ‘Latis’ chair 
is the latest collaboration from Samuel Wilkinson for 

The Conran Shop, the ‘Fin’ extendable table. This 
versatile piece is a round six-seater table and oblong 
12-seater in one. Crafted from either natural or black 
ash, the steam-bent slatted base cleverly disguises the 

fact that it splits apart and looks equally striking  
in both modes. From £5,655 (conranshop.com).
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OUT OF AFRICA
Positively impacting communities is the next step in 

sustainable design, so the new collaboration between 
lifestyle brand Hadeda and Anthropologie is an 

encouraging sign for the high street. Handmade by 
co-operatives in Africa, the 18-piece range ensures 

local heritage crafts are passed on. ‘Blantyre’ recycled 
glass jars, £60 each (anthropologie.com).

Describe your approach. We use a discussion-based method 
with materials as our focus. We are trying to achieve the best result  
as possible by using the lowest means – we work mainly with paper, 
wood and metal, but not always in the most expected way. For example, 
metal might end up looking like paper.
How do your architecture projects influence your product 
designs and vice-versa? We work with small-scale architecture 
that’s very connected to the everyday objects that surround us, such  
as villas, interiors and exhibition architecture. For us, it is very inspiring 
to have that context when designing objects. Often they are actually 
made for a particular project we are working on and then become a 
‘product’ after. The ‘Atelier’ chair we designed for Artek was originally 
created for the new restaurant at the Nationalmuseum in Sweden. 
There are a lot of synergies between spatial and object design.
What was your starting point for the ‘Famna’ range for 
Svenskt Tenn? We were honoured to be asked by Svenskt Tenn to 
create a new sofa, especially as it has such a strong heritage and 
hasn’t released a new upholstered product for a very long time. Its 
factory has been making sofas for three generations and is very skilled 
when it comes to traditional, high-quality upholstery techniques. We 
wanted to take advantage of that and explore the possibilities of 
working with shapes that are not possible in mass production. We 
looked at comfy sitting poses and studied the way you use a bathtub. 
In the end, that also informed the final expression and usage.
You’ve worked with a number of iconic brands – how  
do you balance their design language with your own?  
We don’t have a very conscious strategy but we hope that every 
collaboration we do is well matched. They like us because of what  
we are doing and we like them – no one needs to conceal themselves.
What’s next? We’ve designed a new lamp range for Muuto and 
side table for String. We are also curating an exhibition 
about Japanese Boro textiles. ‘Famna’ sofa, from 
approx £6,713; ‘522’ cabinet, from approx £7,146, 
both Svenskt Tenn (svenskttenn.se; tafstudio.se). 

 NAME TO KNOW 

TAF STUDIO

SOFT 
TOUCH
Known for its furniture and lighting, &Tradition’s 
first foray into home textiles is designed by 
long-time collaborators Space Copenhagen. 
&Tradition ‘Collect’ includes cushions and throws 
made from natural materials, such as washed linen 
and organic cotton, in a palette of slate, sand and 
burgundy – colours and textures they hope will 
bring harmony and comfort to spaces. ‘Our work 
pivots around spatial composition and ambience,’ 
they explain. ‘This range became an extension of 
that and completes the atmosphere we’re striving 
for.’ From £40 for a cushion (andtradition.com).

Gabriella Gustafson 
and Mattias Ståhlbom


