
Published in Boston                          November, 2015                          Hallie & Steph Prop.

                              Price: Halfpenny, Old Tenor and New Tenor

 Larkin & Smith Monthly Chronicle

The best of Holidays is almost 
upon us and we must all give 
thanks for Friends, Family and 
that most beloved of birds, Mr. 
Tawm Turkey. 

Gentle readers of our humble 
Chronicle will find in this our 
first edition, receipts to tempt 
the palate, an assortment of 
announcements of past and future 
happenings of note and merit as 
well as the latest news on the 
Fashions of the Season. 

Those wishing to advertise in our Chron-
icle may contact the Publishers via the 
Electronic Post.  All inquiries will be an-
swered in a timely fashion. We take great 
care in describing in the greatest detail 
those Run-aways, Thieves and any others 
who have caused the subscriber distress or 
loss of his property.

Randolph, Massachusetts
Mr. Henry Cooke one of the finest 
Tailor’s in America was recently featured 
in the Journal of the American Revolution.  
Mr. Cooke with the utmost civility an-
swered questions about his trade and role 
as an 18th century Master Tailor.  The 
November, 2015 Issue is available to view 
at the Journal’s homepage. 

B L A C K
F R I D A Y

To celebrate the Season the 
GOLDEN SCISSORS will add 
to the Retail Revelry on the black-
est of Fridays and the 6 days of 
the week to follow with a series of 
GIFTS with purchase.

Every customer will receive a pack-
et of the most useful and sharp 
JOHN JAMES NEEDLES.  We 
are sure you will find great satisfac-
tion with the quality of these fine 

Whitechapel needles.  Three of each size 
will suit most needs.

Those purchasing above 50 Dollars will 
find in their parcels a collection of note 
cards with the latest French Fashions.  
Packages and bundles above 100 will re-
ceive 5 Hair Sprigs to add the necessary 
holiday sparkle.  Deep pockets with orders 
over 150 will find a flower nosegay of the 
most delightful arrangement included with 
their goods. 

We hope our good customers will enjoy 
these small tokens of our appreciation and 
esteem.   Mrs. Larkin and Mrs. Smith are 
very grateful and thankful for the support 
of the historical community in our endeav-
ors and adventures in the 18th century.

The LADY’S HANDMAID
or Housekeeper,s Calendar

Bread and Butter
Spread the best butter on bread, cut 
it 1/4 inch thick, serve it on a plate.
Lady’s Magazine, 1771

http://allthingsliberty.com/2015/11/8-questions-with-henry-cooke/
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com
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BLACK BONNETS Particularly Appropriate for Sale on BLACK FRIDAY
On a recent excursion to far away places and forts, the Proprietors noticed a SAMENESS to the style of bonnets 
available and worn by the ladies.  This lack of variety spurred them to the decision to create new designs for 18th 
Century Silk Bonnets.  Because of the lack of existing bonnets to copy, the designs were created from artwork of the 
mid 1770s and 1780s.  KITS for these bonnets are available on BLACK FRIDAY for your consideration.
         Mrs. Kettle                                                                      Miss Saucepan

  Two of our new bonnets are based on the well known British 
Print POT FAIR, c 1777.  These are the bonnets of 

the Middlin’ and working Classes.  Black silk with 
bows at the front are typical decorations for these 
simple styles.  Different brims give an entirely 
different look to each of the bonnets.  
Silk bonnets are found in numerous Runaway 
advertisements as well as mentioned in millinery 
advertisements and seen in portraits and prints 

of the 18th century.  Fashionable bonnets were often 
decorated with frills, ruching, puffs or pleated trims. 

Bonnet shapes change over time to reflect the hairstyles beneath, larger 
more triangular arrangement of the hair require a larger caul to fit on the head!  We can date bonnets and bonnet 
styles through visual media, but we can also use printed sources to document bonnet fabric and colors.  Black is the 
most popular color with silk satin and silk taffeta the most popular fabrics.  We can use these sources in combination 
with our visual sources to make the best possible approximation of 18th century bonnets. 

To roast a Turkey
THE best way to roast a turkey is to loosen the skin 
on the breast of the turkey, and fill it with force-meat, 
made thus; take a quarter pound of beef-suet, as many 
crumbs of bread, a little lemon-peel, an anchovy, some 
nutmeg, pepper, parsley, and a little thyme.  Chop 
and beat them all well together, mix them with the 
yolk of an egg, and stuff up the breast; then roast it 
a fine brown, but sure to pin some white paper on 
the breast till it is near enough.  You must have good 
gravy in the dish and bread sauce.

Hannah Glasse, The Art of Cookery, Made Plain and Easy: which far exceeds any Thing 
of the Kind yet Published. 1788

To Pickle Sparrows
Take your sparrows, pigeons or larks, draw them and cut off 
their legs, then make a pickle of water, a quarter of a pint of 
white wine, a bunch of sweet herbs, salt, pepper, cloves and 
mace; when it boils put in your sparrows, and when they are 
done enough take them up, and when they are cold put them in 
a pot you keep them in; then make a strong pickle of rehenish 
wine and white wine vinegar; put in a onion, a sprig of thyme 
and savory, some lemon-peel, some cloves, mace and whole 
pepper; season it pretty high with salt, boil all these together 
very well; then set it by till it is cold, and put it to your spar-
rows; once a month new boil the pickle, and when the bones 
are dissolv’d they are fit to eat; put them in china sauces and 
mix with your pickles. 
Eliza Smith, The Compleat Housewife, 1758

http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/frontpage
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DEAR ABIGAIL,
I am in a quandry of sorts. Being the 
wife of a soldier, soon I will be traveling 
with the Army on the March.  While 
it may seem of not much import, I am 
in a dither as to the acceptable length of 
the skirts of my gowns and petticoats.  
Please help!.. Mrs. A. Soldier

Dear Mrs. A. Soldier, no question is 
too small to ask or too unimportant to 
answer.  I am sure many others of your 
station and lot in life have the same ques-
tion.  Because you are not of the first ilk 
(take no offense) and will be working and 
walking out of doors, it is wise to have 
your petticoats not in direct contact with 
those elements of nature that will cause 
distress and discomfort to you and your 
clothing.  Nothing is more unsettling than 
petticoats dragging in the mud and wet to 
the knees.

                                                        

Fortunately we have examples to guide us 
such as this drawing of a girl selling or-
anges by Mr. Paul Sandby, c1760.  Take 
note of how far her petticoats are from 
the ground and how much of her ankles 
are visible.  This would by estimation of 

the eye be of at least 7 or 8 inches.  Mr. 
Sandby is quite fond of drawing the work-
ing classes and provides us with another 
image, c1758 of two girls carrying a bas-
ket.  Both of these images are shared with 
us from the Yale Center of British Art.  

Other gentle readers, please send along 
any questions you may have and the 
publishers will try our best to provide 
satisfaction. 
Mrs. ABIGAIL ALLABOUT

Mrs. Sophy Sewforth’s Helpful 
Hints and Handy How Tos.

The Right Needle for the Right Job. 
The size of the needle is dependent on 
numerous factors, the thickness of the 
thread, the denseness of the fabric, the 
size of your hand and the level of your 
experience.  Thick threads will not fit 
into the eye of many fine needles and 
fine threads are out of place in a large 
needle.  The size of a needle is deter-
mined by the number of the needle.  The 
size is smaller as the number becomes 
larger.  Milliner’s needles have extra 
length, leather needles known as Glov-
er’s have a beveled sharp point.  Quil-
ter’s needles come in a variety of sizes 
and lengths.        

TO THE PUBLIC
The whitening of linens is carried our as 
usual, and all Sots, Stains, Iron Molds, 
Mildews and Yellowness taken out of 
Linens, Lawns and Cambrics by John 
Brown of the Manufactory of Boston. 

Boston Post Boy, June 11, 1764

LONDON
Wednesday Last a young woman was 
tried at the Old Bailey for stealing, in an 
amour with a sailor, seven guineas, his 
property: the proof not being sufficient 
and the evidence of the sailor very fa-
vorable, she was acquitted.  The Honest 
Tar immediately caught her in his arms, 
kissed her with uncommon rapture, 
swearing it was damn cruel to keep all 
but that she was welcome to half.  The 
Smacks were so hearty and loud that the 
court was much surprised, and could 
not help smiling at the oddity, and the 
once more happy couple went away 
with great joy in their countenances. 

New Hampshire Gazette, January 1, 1766



  VOLUMNE 1                                                                        November, 2015                     

                 LARKIN & SMITH MONTHLY CHRONICLE

                             

Particulars concerning Miss P...Inamorata of Lord A...
Town and Country Magazine or the Repository of Knowledge and Entertainment, Volume 8, 1774

As the inspiration for our Cap based on this engraving of Miss P... we thought 
our gentle readers would enjoy reading the story of Miss P... and the history of 
her tete-a-tete with Lord A...

Miss P... was the daughter of a cornfactor.  She received that sort of education which 
is usually considered Genteel; that is to say dance awkward minuet, sing a bad song, 
and pronounce French after the English manner.  With these qualifications she figured 
in winter at city balls and at the watering places in summer.  Having a good person 
and engaging countenance, she was soon thought by men of some rank worthy to be 
debauched.  Her father considered her a prodigy, her mother a phoenix and she was 
to ennoble the whole race by marrying a coronet.  No expense was spared to show 

her to great advantage.  A French Milliner and an Italian Mantua-maker were appointed 
to decorate her and Miss P... was put up for sale. She was indeed soon bid for, but not 

in the way her parents proposed.  

Miss P... was soon ranked amongst the list of come-stable Demi-reps.  Introduce Lord A... 
Settlements and an Equipage were agreed upon, a town and country house were not omitted.  

Miss P... soon proving pregnant decided to make an addition to her title and (if we may be allowed 
the pun) add a stress to her name.  She was then known as Mistress P... and thus engraved as above.   
                                               ................................................................................................

Here at Larkin & Smith our 18th Century Cap Kits are based on specific 18th century prints and por-
traits.  The work has been done for you, the pattern pieces are precut out of appropriate fabrics, the proper 
threads and accessories are included as well as a silk ribbon of your color choice.  We have been assured by 
many clients who have made our caps that the instructions are helpful and clear.  The techniques used are 
based on examination of extant caps at the Museum of London and Manchester City Galleries in the United 
Kingdom.  Please view our Selection of 18th Century Cap Kits at your convenience where you will find our 
delightful version of  the cap worn by Miss P... There are many other styles as well, for the young lady as 
well as those ladies more advanced in years.  There are also caps and kits suitable for the lower sorts.  

                     A Favorite of Mrs. S...

Run-Away from the Subscriber, a convict servant maid, named Sarah Wilson, 
but has changed her name to Lady Susanna Carolina Matilda, which made 
the public believe that she was His Majesty’s sister.  She has a blemish in 
her right eye, black roll’d hair, stoops in the shoulders, makes a common 

practice of writing and marking her cloaths with a crown and a B. Whoever secures the said servant 
woman, or takes her home, shall receive five pistoles besides all costs and charges.
Frederick County Maryland, October 11, 1771

http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/18th-century-precut-cap-kits
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The Hive
The New Year is almost here.   A tentative date 
for the FIRST HIVE is January 3, 2016.  An 
announcement on all social media will take place 
when the dates have been confirmed.   As always 
Hive Months are January, February and March. 

 New For the Season

Just in and now Available SHORT SILK 
CLOAKS. Ready made and Kits ready for the mak-
ing. Our Larkin & Smith Silk Cloak Kits come in a 
variety of beautiful 18th century colors such as Lilac, 
Raspberry, Copley Blue and Chocolate as well as the 
classic colors of Black or White.  

What could be easier? The pattern pieces are precut, 
the silk thread is provided along with needles and silk 
ribbon ties.  Our instructions will walk you through the 
simple construction process. 

Silk cloaks are an often overlooked accessory, but for 
a small, and easy to make item, they provide a wonder-
ful finishing touch to those special gowns and special 
occasions.  

When perusing 18th century portraits and prints you 
commonly see Silk Cloaks worn as frequently indoors 
as out.  This is totally understandable when one consid-
ers the lack of central heat and the drafts..brrrr..

TINCTURE OF SAGE
A new and noble Medicine for preventing the decays 
of age, and lengthening human Life.  
It is a pleasant, innocent and most effectual medicine.  
It continues health and spirits to the end of life at 
the same time that it extends the date of it, preserves 
the faculty and memory, warms the heart, strengthens 
the stomach, and restores lost appetite.
A gentle glow, the genuine warmth of youth, spreads 
gradually through the body upon taking; the whole 
frame becomes alert, and more alive, the breath is 
easy, and the limbs are free and pliant; the head is 
clear and undisturbed, and the heart light and jovial. 
Newport Mercury, October 26, 1767

http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/cloaks-and-mantles
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/cloaks-and-mantles

