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Happy New Year and may this 
be the most prosperous, healthy, 
and most excellent of years to all 
our loyal readers.  

The start of a New Year means 
resolutions to avow, promises to 
keep, and plans that must be made 
in order to ensure that events are 
attended and projects are com-
pleted.   To that end, we will attempt 
to share as much as possible in these 
humble pages to assist our readers in 
achieving their forsworn goals.  

HIVE SCHEDULE 2016

January 3, Noon-till 4pm
February 21, Noon-till 4pm

March 13, Noon-till 4pm

Minuteman Technical High School
Route 2A

Lexington, Massachusetts

thebuzzatthehive.blogspot.com

A Bill of Fare for January

First Course

Collar of Brawn
Bisque of Fish

Soop of Vermicelly
Orange Pudding with Patties

Chine and Turkey
Lamb Pasties

Roasted Pullets with Eggs
Oyster Pye

Roasted Lamb in Joints
Grand Sallad with Pickles

Second Course

Wild Fowl of all Sorts
Chine of Salmon broil’d with smelts

Fruit of all Sorts
Jole of Sturgeon

Collar’d Pig
Dry’d Tongues with salt sallads

Marinated Fish

The Compleat Housewife

At the Sign of the 
Golden Scissors

Start the New Year with one of our  
needlework kits.  A Special Embroi-
dery Kit is now available for the 
woman who likes to do handwork 
in an historic setting and wishes an 
appropriate workbag for her needle 

projects.  All the materials are included to 
make a beautiful c1770s silk bag.  This 
bag and its embroidery is based on an 
original in the collection of the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston and a pattern drawing 
from the Ladies Magazine, c 1779. 

As usual we continue to try and find fab-
rics and trims that are not readily available 
in the marketplace.  We are now happy to 
offer a kit of materials that includes those 
necessary tailoring supplies for making 
your 18th century coats and waistcoats.  
Underlayments are the hidden secret to 
make your 18th century garments fit and 
hang properly on the body. 

We are working on New Patterns for the 
New Year and you will be hearing about 
them as soon as they are ready.  But we 
can hint to the gentlemen among our read-
ers that special patterns and kits just for 
them will be forthcoming in the months 
ahead.  

Happiest of Years to All.
Hallie & Steph

http://thebuzzatthehive.blogspot.com
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/embroidery/products/18th-century-embroidered-silk-workbag-kit
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/embroidery/products/18th-century-embroidered-silk-workbag-kit
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/tailoring-supplies
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    Dear Abagail ,

My most recent sewing 
project for my husband 
was a waistcoat.  It is 
of linen and while made 
with loving hands the 
waistcoat front looks 

wobbly and wavy, and 
the buttons are drooping I 

am fearful all my hard work 
is not showing to best advantage 

and neither is my beloved. 

What went wrong? 
Droopy in Dorchester. 

Dear Droopy, 

The waistcoat should fit your husband closely and neatly.  
Many commercial patterns leave out some of the necessary 
steps to create an under layer that will support the but-
tons and provide the necessary shaping and smoothing of 
the front of garments.  Not only waistcoats are in need of 
stability but also coats.  Two completely necessary items 
in your sewing cupboard should be tailor’s buckram and an 
item known to the trade as “red edge linen” or tailor’s linen.  
Tailor’s buckram is a firmly woven and glazed  linen canvas 
that when placed and stitched between the lining and fashion 
fabric provides support and smoothness for the front of the 
garment.  The “red edge linen” is doubled and placed under 

the buttons and is then referred to as the “button stand”.  
This gives the buttons a firm layer to be attached to and will 
prevent the drooping and sagging of buttons pulling along 
the front of waistcoats and coats.  

Fortunately our dear friends at Larkin & Smith now have 
both of these needed underlayments available.  Because only 
a small amount of these supplies is needed, precut lengths 
are now sold online.  Each double pack will be enough to 
underlay a two coats and waistcoats and a single pack will 
underly one coat and waistcoat.  

Since winter is now upon us another product that will 
provide not only shaping but also warmth is a napped fabric 
often found on original waistcoats as well as coats.  The 
original fabrics are a fustian which is a mix of linen and 
cotton.  The available modern version is all cotton, but has 
the look and feel of the original with a napped finish.  

The fabrics chosen for waistcoats as well as the lining 
fabrics also contribute to the overall fit and appearance.  A 
loosely woven fabric and thin lining can sag in the most 
troublesome way.  Care should be taken to avoid fabrics that 
have the potential to stretch a great deal. 

Hopefully this has answered your question, and will assist 
you in future projects.  

Your humble servant.

Abagail Allabout

Millinary,
SUNDRY Articles of MILLINERY 

T O B E  S O L D  A T
Mrs. Mecom’s,

A little to the Northward of Concert-Hall, opposite 
Greenleaf’s Printing Office;

Sattins of the newest fashion for Cloaks and Bonnets, the 
nicest Chip-hats and the common sort for covering.   An 

assortment of genteel Ribbons, Persians, Allamodes, 
Sewing-Silk, Muslins, Gloves and Mitts, Gimp Trim-
mings, Gauzes, Blond Lace and Edgings, black ditto, Cap 
wire, Tooth-brushes, Silk Laces for stays, Pins, Needles, 
Threads, Tapes, Bindings, Durants and Tammies.  Also 
ready made Caps and Hoods, &c. &c. & c.

                      All Sort of Millenary Work done with Care 
and Expedition as usual. 

Massachusetts Gazette, April 15, 1774
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Boston, November 23.

On Sabbathday the 8th instant, in the Forenoon, the following 
sorrowful Accident happened at Andover: a Child, between 
5 and 6 years old, eldest Daughter of Mr. Issac Abbot, jun of 
that Place went to one of the Neighbors, to tarry with their 
Children, while the People attended public Worship: About 
11 o’clock, as she was standing by the Fire, with her Back 
towards it, her Gown took Fire, and communicated to her 
other cloaths, which were soon a Blaze.  She, with the Child 
that was with her, about 7 years old, attempted to put out the 
Fire, by endeavouring to pull her Cloaths off; but the Fire 
increasing, she in a fright, ran from one Room to the other, till 
some of her Cloaths dropped from her, and catched the floor, 
which happily went out without Damage: She then ran out of 
the Door screaming in the utmost distress, went towards the 
Barn, which was at a little distance from the House, then back 
again, and into the Street; then ran home, which was about 30 
or 40 Rods distance, opened the Door, and went in; by which 
Time her cloaths were burnt off, and dropt from her by the 
way, excepting the fore part of her Petticoat and Shift.  Her 

back Part was burnt perfectly, crispy, from her Shoulders 
down to her Hams.  She appeared to be sensible and gave a 
rational account of the sad Disaster, and expired in about 7 
Hours after, without much complaint. 

Boston Post Boy, November 23, 1772

Sophy Soforths Guide  to Fabric Measurements 

2 1/4 inches  1 Nail
4 nails   1 Quarter
4 quarters  1 Yard
3 quarters  1 Ell (Flemish)
4 quarters  1 Ell (English)
6 Quarters  1 Ell (French)

Run Away from the Subscriber
an English convict servant woman, 
name MARY PARKER, about 
23 years of age, pretty lusty and 
fat, marked with the small-pox, of 
a fresh complexion, dark sandy 
colored hair, has a blemish on her 
right eye, so that it looks whitish; 
had on, and took with her, a chintz 

gown, a brown worsted gown, a red ditto, a red plain worsted 
petticoat, a reddish prunella ditto, a light coloured cloth cloak, 
a black silk bonnet, a black Barcelona silk handkerchief, a red 
flowered ditto, also a linen handkerchief, with St. Paul’s church, 
and the various cities of London, stamped on it, a man’s hat, 
red worsted stockings, red calimancoe shoes, a pair of women’s 
calf skin ditto, a black hood, and several other kinds of head-
clothes, some lincey jackets and petticoats, a wrought pocket 
hook, and silver ring.   
 
Pennsylvania Gazette, December 23, 1772
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The London Art of Cookery, 1783

MARKETING
DIRECTIONS FOR THE PROPER CHOICE OF PROVISIONS

Mutton
If you squeeze young mutton with your fingers, it will feel very tender; 
but if it be old, it will feel hard and continue wrinkled, and the fat will 
be fibrous and clammy.  The grain of ram mutton is close, the flesh of a 
deep red, and the fat is spongy and yellow.  The flesh of ewe mutton is 
paler than that of the wether, and the grain is closer. 

THE JOINTS IN THE SHEEP ARE:
Leg  1
Loin, best end 2
Ditto, chump ditto 3
Neck, best ditto 4
Ditto, scrag ditto 5
Shoulder  6
Breast  7

Bonnets for children are also now available by custom order at the Sign of the Golden Scissors.  Contact the 
publishers for more information via atthesignofthegoldenscissors@gmail.com

T. Berwick, 1776, British Museum


