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 Larkin & Smith Monthly Chronicle

Happiest of Holidays,  and 
Good Cheer to all.   
December is a special month 
for family and friends and we 
hope all of our readers enjoy the 
Season to the fullest.  

Find in this issue the latest 
news from London, advice from 
Mrs. Allabout, and some helpful 
hints from Sophy Sewforth 
along with other items too nu-
merous to mention. 

A Grand Holiday Table
As many dishes you have in one course so 
many baskets or plates your dessert must 
have; and as the bill of fare is twenty five 
in each course, so must your dessert be 
the same number, and set out in the same 
manner, and as ice is very often plentiful 
at this time, it will be easy to make five 
different ices for the middle, either to be 
served on a frame or without, with four 
plates of dried fruit round them; apricots, 
green gages, grapes and pears--the four 
outward corners pistachio nuts, prunel-
loes, oranges and olives-the four squares, 
nonpareils, pears, walnuts, and filberts-the 
two in the center betwixt the top and bot-
tom, chestnuts and Portugal plums-for the 
six long dishes, pine apples, French plums 
and the four brandy fruits, which are 

peaches, nectarines, apricots and cherries.

Second Course

The Experienced English Housekeeper, 1769

Larkin & Smith
At the Sign of Golden Scissors 

New Products for December are 
now available at our shop, they in-
clude a kit to make your own silk 
muff for those cold winter days, 
evening balls and special events.  
As always our kits include all the 
materials necessary, along with 
complete directions. Ready made 

muffs are also available.

 Some lovely new silk ribbon colors and 
sizes have been added to our site, we make 
no boast but our silk ribbon selection is 
quite extensive.   Vintage hard to find 
ribbons such as picot edged and woven 
brocades are also available at our online 
shop.  Please note postal costs on small 
items are adjusted upon shipping, with 
any surpluses returned to our customers. 

While the Holiday Season is here and our 
focus is upon it, Ball and Assembly Sea-
son will be here before one is even aware.  
Begin thinking of your presentation, even 
the small addition of a new accessory will 
take that old gown into the New Year.  

Sleeve ruffles, breast knots, a new ribbon 
for your cap are all small measures that 
will add to greatly to your pleasure in the 
events to come. 

Safe Travels on the icy roads, and Best 
Wishes for a Happy Holiday Season.

http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/muffs
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/muffs
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com
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From a late London Paper

On Christmas and a New Year
With the generality Christmas is looked upon as a festival in the 
most literal sense, and held sacred by good eating and drinking.  
These indeed are the most distinguishing marks of Christmas.

Notable housewives have still the consolation of hearing their 
guests commend the mince-pies without meat, which we are 
assured were made at home and not like the ordinary heavy 
things from the pastry cooks.  These good people would indeed 
look upon the absence of mince pies as the highest violation of 
Christmas; and have remarked with concern the disregard that 
has been shewn of late years to that Old English repast; for this 

excellent British Olie is as essential to Christmas, as pancakes to 
Shrove Tuesday, tansy to Easter, furminty to Midlent Sunday, 
or goose to Michaelmas Day. And they think it is no wonder that 
our finical gentry should be so loose in their principles, as well 
as weak in their bodies, when this solid, substantial, Protestant 
mince pie has given place among them to the Roman Catholic 
Aumlet, and the light puffy heterodox Pots de Religieuses.

There is no rank of people so literally rejoiced at the arrival of 
this Joyful Season, as the order of servants, journeymen, ap-
prentices, and the lower sort of people in general.  No master or 
mistress is so rigid as to refuse them a holiday; and by remarkable 
good luck, the same circumstances, which gives them an oppor-
tunity of diverting themselves, procures them money to support 
it by the tax which custom has imposed upon us in the article of 
Christmas Boxes. 

The butcher and the baker send their journey-men and apprentic-
es to levy contributions on their customers, which are paid again 
in the usual fees to Mr. John and Mrs. Mary.  This serves the 
tradesman as a pretense to lengthen out his bill, and the master 
and mistress to lower the wages on account of the vails.  

The Christmas Box was formerly the bounty of well-disposed 
people, who were willing to contribute something towards 
rewarding the industrious, and supplying them with necessi-
ties. But the gift is now almost demanded as a right; and our 
journey-men, apprentices &tc are grown so polite that instead 
of reserving the Christmas Box for it’s original use, their ready 
cash serves them as present pocket money; and instead of visiting 
their friends and relations, they commence the fine gentlemen of 
the week. 

Others, who used to be very merry at this season, have within 
this year or two been quite discontented. To put them out of 
their old way is to put them out of humor; they have therefore 
quarreled with the almanack, and refuse to keep their Christmas 
according to Act of Parliament. 

New Hampshire Gazette, January 3, 1766

Mrs. Sophy Sewforth’s Helpful 
Hints and Handy How Tos.

To sew a fine seam is  both duty and 
pleasure to the women of the household.  
Some small and easily accomplished hints 
to assist the reader; use a thimble, a small 
thing that will enable the user to sew for 
hours without discomfort.  Test your nee-

dle and thread on your fabric scraps prior 
to beginning to stitch your garment.  This 
will avoid having to remove bad stitching 
because your thread is too thick or thin or 
the needle too heavy or too light. Practice 
your stitches on those same scraps to get 
consistent stitches.  

Tension is something that helps make a 
good and straight seam. Pin the bottom 
of your work to a lower garment such as 
trousers or a skirt, this will provide a small 

but adequate amount of tension. 

Until you are able to gauge your seam 
allowances by your eyes alone, a small see 
through ruler to mark the seams with pins, 
chalk or small pencil marks will ensure 
consistency along your seam.  Narrow 
seams are seen consistently, getting used 
to sewing a 1/4 inch seam takes some 
practice, but is a practical skill to cultivate 
when sewing 18th century projects. 
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Larkin & Smith

At the Sign of the Golden Scissors
New for the Season

We are most pleased to announce a new product at our online estab-
lishment, and are hoping our dear customers will find this of use and 
will be happily stitching on our latest kit in the winter months. 

A Muff, is that most necessary item to keep the hands warm, the 
heart gladdened by comfort and the eyes soothed by the shine of silk 
and the gleam of fine silk ribbons. 

Currently two designs are available based on the prints above.  Miss 
Lovejoy and the Spruce Sportsman are carrying fine silk muffs deco-
rated with ribbon. Our kits for the Lovejoy and Spruce muffs include 
all the silk ribbons, silk fabric, wool batting and linen necessary to 
construct these lovely muffs. As always complete instructions, along 
with needle and threads are provided.  

As is well known, our prices are the most reasonable to be found 
in the colonies and we take pride in providing the most up to date 
research and products to be found in the colonies. 

To the Reverend Mr. Rothery, at Chelsea
December 27, 1752

Dear Sir,
THE present festival of Christmas is productive of many good things, 
though most egregiously and ridiculously mistaken by the bulk of silly 
Christians – You must be a lover of music – If Handel’s Messiah 
should be performed in London, as it undoubtedly will in the lent 
season, I beg it as a favour to me, that you will go early, and take 
your wife with you, your time and money cannot be so well employed; 
take care to get a book of the oratorio some days before, that you 
may well digest the subject, there you will hear glad tidings and truly 
divine rejoicings at the birth of Christ and feel real sorrows for his 
sufferings – but oh! When those sufferings are over, what a transport-
ing full chorus! Where all the instruments, and three sets of voices are 
employed.

http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/muffs/products/miss-lovejoy-muff-kit
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/muffs/products/miss-lovejoy-muff-kit
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/muffs/products/the-spruce-sportsman-muff-kit
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Dear Abagail,  
As one of the lower sorts I am inter-
ested in wearing a bonnet, but am 
unsure of the color I should choose  
and what would be appropriate for a 
person of lower means.  Any assis-
tance will be most appreciated by this 

humble servant, whose pockets will not 
allow for mistakes.  Frugal in Framingham. 

Dear Frugal, 
You have asked a question that must be top of  conscious-
ness for many of our readers and we will attempt to answer.  
Black is unquestionably the most popular color for bonnets 
for all sorts, from the elite to the disadvan-

taged, black trumps all.  How-
ever, that being said there 

are some other colors that 
are perfectly appropriate 
while not as numerous or 
popular.  

Brown is one option, 
“Had on took with her, a 

brown silk bonnet”,  PA 
Packet, Sept 28, 1778.  Brown is often a more flattering 
color to certain complexions. 

White is another, choice. “Had on and took with her an old 
white bonnet”, PA Evening Post, August 31, 1775.  White 
bonnets appear more frequently in art later in the 1770s and 
early 1780s as well. 

And let us not forget about blue.  
“Had on when she went away 
a striped red gown and flan-
nel petticoat, and light blue 
bonnet”. PA Gazette, October 
6, 1763

Green silk bonnets are also 
found, “a green silk bonnet” 
t17680114-14, Old Bailey, 
January 14, 1768

Bonnets can also be lined with other colors under the crown 
and the brim.  “ A black silk bonnet lined with pink, the crown 
lined with pink”.  Other popular colors for lining are red or 
white.                                                                      
 London Public Advertiser,  January 20, 1772.  

 There are also extant examples of calashes in lavendar as 
well, so you can see Frugal, you do have options.  Do not 
think because you are of lesser means you would not have 
a silk bonnet, the value of a silk bonnet can be as low as 5d 
(pence).  We find runaways as well as the poor of London 
with bonnets.  

Be aware that when choosing your bonnet style you do not 
make a leap into the future, a mistake commonly and easily 
made.  An older style bonnet can travel in time forward, but 
a style not yet designed or invented cannot travel backwards. 

Gentle readers please supply any questions for which you 
are seeking answers to the publishers, who will do their 
utmost to meet the needs of our subscribers. 

Mrs. Abigail Allabout

To make very fine Syllabubs

TAKE a quart and half a pint of cream, a pint of rhenish, 
half a pint of sack, three lemons, and near a pound of dou-
ble refined sugar; beat and sift the sugar and put it to your 
cream; grate off the yellow rind of your three lemons, and 
put that in; squeeze the juice of the three lemons into your 
wine; and put that to your cream, then beat all together with 
a whisk just half and hour; then take it up all together with 
a spoon, and fill your glasses; it will keep good nine or ten 
days, and is best three of four days old; these are call’d the 
everlasting Sylabubs.

The Compleat Housewife, Eliza Smith, 1758
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The Pretty Manta Maker
Our latest bonnet creation and kit is a version of the 1772 bonnet worn  
by the Pretty Mantua Maker in this English Print. The bonnet has a low 
crown but a high caul and is decorated as in this colored version with 
pink silk ribbons or the ribbon color of your choice.   
The kit has everything you need to make this bonnet, precut silk and a 
preformed brim, silk ribbon ties and silk ribbon for decoration in the 
color of your choice.  Complete instructions and all threads are included 
as well as our lovely John James Needles. We do recommend black silk 
satin or taffeta for this bonnet. 

Bonnets need to be sewn by hand, and our illustrated directions will 
help you through the process.  A great first project for a newcomer or 
a relaxing and easy one for the experienced milliner. This bonnet is also 
available ready made, allow 10 days for delivery, choose your own ribbon 
color and choice of silk satin or taffeta.

We do hope our customers find this bonnet to their liking, it is one of 
the most flattering in our collection.  

Drugs and Medicines
In General

Sold on the most Reasonable Terms, by

Edward AGAR, Chymist

Wash balls and boxes
Bismuth,
A Liquid for changing brown Hair black, without hurting the 
Skin,
Hair Powder, plain and scented,
Tooth Powders and Brushes,
Lip Salve,
Cold Cream, 
Hungary,
Lavender,  
Honey, 
Orange Flower Waters,
Bateman’s Drops,
Fine Italian red and white Cosmeticks,

New York Mercury, November 2, 1761

 A Receipt for Cold Cream

Half a pint of trotter oyl, 3 ounces of white wax, 3 quarters of 
an ounce of spermacetti, all put into a silver vessel until melted, 
put into an earthen pan and beat up with water till it grows 
white and does not stick to your pan. 

To Make BARLEY WATER

Take two ounces of barley, boil it in two quarts of water till it 
looks white, and the barley is soft, then strain the water from 
the barley.  Add to it a little current jelly or lemon. 
 
N.B. You may put a pint more water to your barley, and boil it 
over again. The Experienced English Housekeeper, 1769

http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/frontpage/products/pretty-mantua-maker-bonnet-kit

