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Gentle Readers, the most 
pressing question of the 
day must be, will March 
go out like lion or a lamb?  
Our winter has been of late 
most mild and we are all 
most grateful. 

In February and March our 
winter Hives were well at-
tended and well received we 
are assured.  The topics covered in 
great detail included a presentation 
of our current research on men’s 
shirts of the 18th century and keep-
ing warm, 18th century style.  Much 
more work to be done on both top-
ics.  We are most grateful to that 
eminent taylor and researcher, Mr. 
Henry Cooke for his presentation 
on greatcoats and keeping warm 
from the male perspective.  

Our first workshop on Making the 
Man’s Shirt was held at the Golden 
Ball Tavern in Weston, Massa-
chusetts.  We plan on scheduling 
more as time allows. Currently the 
oversubscribed authors of this news-
letter are working on instructions 
for making a shirt in as close to a 
period manner as possible. 

A Bill of Fare for March

First Course

Dish of Fish of All Sorts
Soup de Sante

Westphalia Ham and Pigeons
Battallia Pye
Pole of Ling

Dish of Roasted Tongue and 
Udders

Pease Soup
Almond Pudding of Sorts
Olives of Veal ala Mode
Dish of Mullets boil’d

Most assuredly your appetite and ta-
ble will be most improved with the 
additions of these March favorites. 

The Complete Housewife

At the establishment of 
Larkin and Smith, many 
new cloths and threads 
are made available on our 
website and we hope you 
will all be kind enough to 
visit us on a regular basis 
as new fabrics and products 
are being added every week.  
We have made every effort 
to find the finest threads for 

handsewing available in the colonies.  
At this writing four new threads 
have been added to our European 
Linen Collection, shades of brown 
and blue sure to please the most 
discerning taste. 

Our collection of worsted and wool-
en fabrics is growing, new colors are 
added almost daily. 

We hope you will be pleased to see 
our collection of silks is exploding 
with many new and often one of 
a kind silk brocades, taffetas, and 
satins.  Our goal is to offer unique 
and appropriate fabrics of the high-
est quality and at reasonable prices.  
Check frequently, we are finding the 
one of a kind items are disappearing 
rapidly from our virtual shelves.  

http://http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/thread/products/dyed-european-linen-thread
http://atthesignofthegoldenscissors.com/collections/thread/products/dyed-european-linen-thread
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Dear Abigail Allabout, 

While this has been a mild winter, my house is cold and I 
am cold all the time.   My neighbors are making women’s 

waistcoats of quilted fabrics and they seem to be a good 
idea.         
Freezing in Farmington. 

Dear Freezing, the most common item to help keep you 
warm is a quilted petticoat.  Not all quilted petticoats 
were silk, even the lessor sorts had these available to 

them. 

There is at this time no evidence of quilted waistcoat 
types of garments being worn here in the colonies and 
they would be very old-fashioned indeed, as most were 
worn in the first part of the century.  Until further 
information can be found, your gentle friend cannot rec-
ommend the wearing.  On the other hand, a flannel shift 
under all, with a quilted petticoat will be a step toward 
keeping toasty warm.  Layer your handkerchiefs, wear a 
wool or worsted gown and it is completely acceptable to 
wear a cloak indoors.  
Hope this finds you well and warm in the coming 
months.  Mrs. Allabout
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Right Honorable Selina Countess Dowager of 
Huntington, 1776

The author is much taken by the modest demean-
or, and overall easy appearance of this moderately 
older woman.  Her handkerchief is trimmed with a 
very narrow lace, and the same lace appears to be 
echoed on her sleeve ruffles.  

While dated 1776 her cap is of the older wired sort 
and a kerchief of some arrangement is tied over 
the top.  A black lace handkerchief tops the lower 
white handkerchief.  

She is a model for those women of a certain age.  
The adage of mutton into lamb does not apply to 
this fine specimen of gentility.

Of Setting out  D I N N E R S

In small entertainments and on common Days, 
the Soops are always served at the upper end of 
the table; or fish if there is no soup, and the fish to 
supply the place of the Soop.  The large dish of boiled 
Meat again in the room of that, and the large dish of 
roast Meat at the bottom of the table; in the middle is 
either a Pie, something roasted or a grand Sallad. 

When the desert is to come on, care must be taken 
to see the table well cleared, and the upper table cloth 
taken off with the Leather that lay between it and the 
under one. 

Dry’d Sweetmeats, Sweetmeats in glasses and fruit 
are placed in Pyramids, or otherwise like the great 
dishes of meat.  Creams and compotes like inter-
mixed.

UPCOMING EVENTs

March 7, 2016 
Larkin & Smith
18thc Silk Hat and Bonnet Workshop at the Golden Ball Tav-
ern in Weston, Massachusetts.

March 9, 2016
Lecture on Hats, Bonnets and 18th Century Headwear
 

Golden Ball Tavern Biennial Symposium
 “The Challenges of Comfort and 

Style in Colonial America”

http://www.goldenballtavern.org
http://www.goldenballtavern.org

