string of birds

This decorative string of birds will brighten up any room;
knitted in cheery shades, they will perch perfectly.Make
thestringaslongorshortasyouwant, mixingandmatching

combinationsofcolours.

Workfrontandbackpanelfor
each bird.

FRONT PANEL

Using3.25mm(US3)needles,
caston 5 sts.

Row 1 (WS): Purl to end.

Row 2: K1, M1 by picking up
thestrandinbetweenstsand
knittingintotheback,K3,M1,
K1 (7 sts).

Row 3: Purl to end.

Nextrow:SI1,P4,yarnback,SI1,
yo, turn.

Next row: SI1, K2, yo,
slip next st, yarn back, turn.

Nextrow:SI1,P1,yarnback,SI1,
yo, turn.

Next row: SI1, knit to end,
picking up strand around
wrappedstitch,slippingonto
the left-hand needle and
workingtogetherwithstitch.

Row 4: K1, M1, K5, M1, K1 WORK TAIL
(9 sts). Next row: P6, yarn back, SI1,
Row 5: Purl to end. yo, turn.

Row 6: K1, M1, K7, M1, K1
(11 sts).
Row 7: Purl to last st, M1, P1

Next row: SI1, knit to end.
Nextrow:P4,yarnback,SI1,yo,
turn.

(12 sts). Next row: SI1, knit to end.
Row 8: K1, M1, K10, M1, K1 Next row: P2, yarn back, SI1,
(14 sts). yo, turn.

Row 9: Repeat row 7 (15 sts).

Row 10: K1, M1, K13, M1, K1
(17 sts).

Row 11:Repeatrow7(18sts).

SHAPE HEAD

Next row: K7, yo, slip next st,
yarn back, turn.

Nextrow:SI1,P5,yarnback,SI1,
yo, turn.

Nextrow:SI1,K4,yo,slipnext
st, yarn back, turn.

projects

1 string of birds page 93

2 acorn page 95

3 tumbling leaves page 96

4 dog bone keyring page 98

Next row: SI1, knit to end.

Nextrow:Purltoend,picking
up strand around wrapped
stitch, slippingontotheleft-
hand needle, and working
together with stitch.

Do not cast off, place on
spare needle.

BACK PANEL
Using3.25mm(US3)needles,
caston 5 sts.

5 dragonfly page 99
6 butterfly clip page 100
7 Aztec pot cover page 102
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Row 1 (WS): Purl to end.

Row 2: K1, M1 by picking up
thestrandinbetweenstsand
knittingintotheback,K3,M1,
K1 (7 sts).

Row 3: Purl to end.

Row 4: K1, M1, K5, M1,
K1 (9 sts).

Row 5: Purl to end.

Row 6: K1, M1, K7, M1,
K1 (11 sts).

Row 7: P1, M1, purl to end
(12 sts).

Row 8: K1, M1, K10, M1,
K1 (14 sts).

Row 9: Repeat row 7 (15 sts).

Row 10: K1, M1, K13, M1, K1
(17 sts).

Row 11:Repeatrow7(18sts).

WORK TAIL

Next row: K6, yo, SI1, yarn
back, turn.

Next row: SI1, purl to end.

Next row: K4, yo, SI1, yarn
back, turn.

Next row: SI1, purl to end.

Next row: K2, yo, SI1, yarn
back, turn.

Next row: SI1, purl to end.

Nextrow:Knittoend,picking
up strand around wrapped
stitch,slippingontotheleft-
hand needle, and working
together with stitch.

SHAPE HEAD

Next row: P7, yarn back, SI1,
yo, turn.

Nextrow:SI1,K4,yo,SI1,yarn
back, turn.

Nextrow:SI1,P4,yarnback,SI1,
yo, turn.

Nextrow:SI1,K3,yo,SI1,yarn
back, turn.

Nextrow:SI1,P2,yarnback,SI1,
yo, turn.

Next row: SI1, knit to end,
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picking up strand around
wrappedstitch,slippingonto
the left-hand needle and
workingtogetherwithstitch.

Nextrow:Purltoend,picking
up strand around wrapped
stitch, slipping onto the
left-handneedleandworking
together with stitch.

Castofffrontandbackpanels
togetherusingthe3-needle
cast-off method as follows:

Holdwrongsidestogetherand
insertneedlethroughstston
both needles, then knit.

Repeat this for the 2nd st
on needle.

Next, pass 1st st over the
top of second and pass off
the needle.

Repeat this until all sts have
been cast off.

Breakoffyarnandslipthrough
last sts — pull tight.

ASSEMBLY

Gently press front and
back panels.

Next,sewfrontandbackseams
leavingthebottomedgeopen
to insert stuffing.

Next,insertstuffing;makesure
stuffinggoesintotheheadand
tail sections.

Once you are happy with
theamountof stuffing, sew
bottom edge.

BEAK

Cutasmallsquarefromyellow
felt, approx. 1 cm (2 in).

Foldinhalftoform2triangles.

Thenpinandstitchintoposition
at front of head.

TAIL
Cut a length of felt fabric
approx.25cm(10in)longand

‘

0.5cm(Y4in)wideand,using
pictureasguide,foldtomake
approx. 4 loops.
Pinandstitchtheloopstogether
to keep them in position.
Next,pinandstitchtheloopsto
the top of the tail.

WINGS

Using the template, cut out
wing shape from felt for
each bird.

Pinintopositiononthecast-off
edge at the top of the bird.

Stitchintopositiondowncentre
ofthewingsalongtheback.

EYES

Using picture as guide, sew 1
beadtoeithersideofthehead
for eyes.

STRINGING THE BIRDS

Lay out the birdsin the order
that you want them to be.

Next,layouttheglassbeadsin
theorderyouwantthemtobe
placed between the birds.

Measureoutthelengthofstring
yourequire—makeitlonger
thanyouneedasyoucantrim
to the required length.

Starting at the bottom, work
yourwayupthroughthebirds
as follows:

Thread3beads, thebell,then
3morebeadsontothestring.

Knotthestringtoformaloop
with3beadsonbothsidesand
thebellatcentrebottom,then
bringtheneedlethreadedwith

the string up through
the centre of the bottom
and outbetween thewings
of the first bird.
Nextthread 5beadsontothe
string,and insertneedleup
through the next bird.
Repeatuntilallbirdshavebeen
threaded together.
Addthefinalsetof 5 beadsto
the top.

Find more patterns in the book 30 Minute Knits by Carol Meldrum
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